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ramblers
at the heart of walking





President
The undermentioned person has been nominated.

Julia Bradbury
Julia Bradbury is one of Britain’s best-known outdoors television presenters, hosting top television programmes such as Wainwright’s Walks, Railway Walks, and Countryfile.  Previous television programmes include Climb Britain and Kill It, Cook It, Eat It.  Soon to be aired on television is her new series, Walk Africa.  
Julia appeals to both life-long walkers and new starters, and her fresh approach is helping to introduce a whole new generation to walking.  She is keen to help the Ramblers get Britain outdoors.  
Her high profile will help attract publicity for the Ramblers cause.  In the past few months alone, Julia has promoted the Ramblers through an interview in the Times newspaper, her column in BBC Countryfile Magazine which she devoted to our achievements of the past 75 years, and an interview for our 75th anniversary on the BBC’s One Show.

She looks forward to meeting members, and taking part in our 75th anniversary celebrations.
Board of Trustees
The undermentioned persons are standing for election

There will be an election for the three ordinary Board members.  All will serve for a 3 year term of office.

Elections take place on Sunday 11th April at General Council, Royal Holloway, University of London  

Len Banister
A member of the Ramblers for 14 years; held the positions of Publicity Officer and Outreach Officer for West Essex Group; joined the Executive of Essex Area as Publicity and Media Officer and have completed a 5 year term as Essex Area Secretary.  The last two years have been Chair of the Ramblers Greater London Forum – a body set up to coordinate the interests of the 17000 walkers in London Boroughs and Counties abutting.
Have contributed to many of our charitable objectives: path clearance; furniture installation; writing articles for newspapers; supplying radio and television interviews; leading walks and group holidays; setting up walking groups for ethnic monitories.

Write walking books and contribute regularly to Country Walking magazine.  Since 2006 have been part of the BBC’s Twenty Twelve Lives project involving the interests to walkers during the build up and aftermath of the Olympics.

Am a life member of the National Trust and the Art Fund and belong to the Woodland Trust.  Prior to retirement was a secondary school teacher; a headteacher for twenty years.

As a member of the Board of Trustees for the last year, have been involved in improving communication generally and with volunteers specifically.  Have also pursued my notion of piloting ideas with Areas – getting selected Areas to trial or initiate projects and work them up prior to promoting them as national policies.

Over the last year the Board has faced tremendous problems and high levels of criticism.  I believe that Ramblers have emerged from the crisis with financial controls and a membership system which is far superior to anything we have had in the past.  Now wish to stand for a full term because with my grass-roots experience and belief in the priority of our Rights of Way Work, I have a great deal to offer.

Christopher Bush

The candidate served as a member of the Executive Committee for two years (the predecessor of the Board).  In the second year he chaired the Group Walks Support panel, made up of volunteers.  He has had a number of volunteer posts including York Group Ramblers Secretary, Area Ramblers Secretary, Area Chairman, retiring in 2006 after 5 years and currently serves on the York group committee and the East Yorkshire and Derwent Area Council.  He is footpath secretary for the North Yorkshire County highway area within the Area territory.  He is a qualified management accountant (ACMA) having worked in the food industry mainly, both as a management accountant and in managing the data processing function for several years, before becoming a college lecturer in accounting.  He represented the RA Area on the North Yorkshire rural committee during the foot and mouth crisis in 2001.  For a period of three years he worked as a part time Assistant Rights of Way Officer for North Yorkshire, and continues as a volunteer, as well as being a Voluntary Ranger for the North York Moors National Park.  He is anxious to see that the Central Office team serve the needs of areas, particularly in supplying information for local membership secretaries.  He regards this as a vital service in recruiting and retaining members.  He is anxious also to see that new members are given support and appropriate training as leaders and footpath workers.

Salle Dare

I have been a “sleeping” member of the Ramblers for several years.  I joined to support the campaigning work of the organisation but while I was working I walked at weekends with friends and family.  When I retired I decided to get more active and took up the long vacant post of Area Secretary in the Greater Manchester and High Peak Area.  Since becoming more involved with the Ramblers I set up the Manchester and Salford local group and am currently working to set up the Trafford local group.  I am also working closely with the Manchester Get Walking keep Walking group.

My background has been senior management in the NHS and in the few years before I retired I worked as a performance auditor for the Audit Commission.  I have extensive experience of managing both finances and performances in organisations, skills which I would like to bring to the Ramblers.

For the 75th Birthday celebrations I organised an exhibition at the Central Library in Manchester.  As I was collecting the material about our history I was struck by the passion that the early campaigner showed for improving access for working class people to the countryside; one of the few cheap ways of getting healthy exercise away from the dirty industrial cities where they worked.  Today the challenge facing us, if we are to continue that long tradition of fighting for the less privileged, is to encourage people who do not think walking is “for them”.  Of course we must still fight for access and rights of way, and maintain the footpath network, but if we are not careful it will be just the active elderly, like most of us here, who will be on them.  So let’s stop the infighting and move forward.

Dr Tom Ellson

Tom has chaired Bristol and Bath’s 20s and 30s walking group for the previous four years, overseeing substantial growth in membership and group activities.  He is passionate about the countryside, the pleasures derived from walking, and promoting these to a wider audience.

Tom has an established career in market and strategy consulting, having joined a subsidiary of the global accounting firm Ernst and Young LLP after leaving university.  He is now a partner in a Bristol based consulting firm, and has supported over £2bn of strategic investment decision making in medium sized organisations.  He has a Cranfield doctorate in strategic management, and a degree in accountancy.

Tom has been an active member of the Prince’s Trust for a number of years as a business mentor.  This has involved supporting young people, predominantly from disadvantaged backgrounds, in setting up their own enterprises.

Tom’s working career has brought him into contact with many organisations with similar revenue levels to the Ramblers.  A number of these have had poor levels of strategic focus and delivery, which inevitably leads to financial difficulties and morale issues.  He is keenly aware of the need to resolve such issues, and believes that being bold in the restructuring of plans brings more success than patching up problems as they occur.

Given the broad popularity of walking in the UK, he believes that the Ramblers have the potential to substantially increase their presence and impact.  The ability to do so will be central to the charity’s future, both in terms of sustainability and effectiveness.

Tom Fisher 
I am vice-chair of the Board which has steered the Ramblers through possibly the most difficult year in its history.  I was elected vice-chair in April 2009, having previously served on the Board from 2006-2008.

As a self-employed local government project manager, I can devote as much time as the job needs.  I work in highway departments and therefore have a deep knowledge of local government and in particular of highway authorities.

Strategically I can see the big picture of where the Ramblers wants to be.  Equally I have a keen eye for detail, being an experienced auditor of quality management systems.

Locally, I am vice-chairman of Herefordshire Area and Publicity Officer.  I have instigated a series of monthly walks in Herefordshire Life, publicity which is valued at £15,000 pa.  I have set up and run the area website.  I organise displays at exhibitions and speak to local groups about walking.  I am the walks co-ordinator for Leadon Vale group, and regularly lead walks.  I am campaigning for increased rights of way budgets in Herefordshire.  I have negotiated with Natural England on fencing on access land.

Overall I see our twin aims of promoting walking and improving rights of way and access as complementary.  By broadening our membership, we increase our income and our influence.  If more people walk our footpaths, pressure on local authorities will be more credible and effective.

My ideas for the Board are:

· Financial stability of the Ramblers is the absolute priority

· I support devolution for Scotland and Wales

· I am committed to maintain and improving physical access to the countryside

· We need to get more people walking by broadening our membership

· We need to engage with government and continue to diversify our sources of funding

· We respect others’ views

Robert Peel

Member of the Ramblers’ Association for 36 years – but not yet eligible for a bus pass.  Previously Treasurer and now Secretary in Kent Area, I also deal with publicity work, edit the annual report (transforming it into full colour while reducing the cost) and have recently redesigned the Area website.  Last year I produced a book of walks to raise money and get publicity for the Area.  Member of Concerned Ramblers Steering Committee which I support because of the need to challenge the loss of direction, the administrative shortcomings and the weakening of democracy in the Association in recent years.

I have worked as a senior Civil Servant giving policy advice to Ministers, drafting legislation and steering it through Parliament, managing major financial litigation through the Courts and supervising financial investigations of major UK companies.  Currently I work part-time for a charity for which I have built a Contact Relationship Management (CRM) system that works far better than the Ramblers’ system with more sophisticated functionality and at less than a tenth of the cost.

My priorities for the Association are:

· Basic efficiency – to ensure that every penny of money spent is used to further worthwhile work.  I am saddened at the money wasted (e.g. on the CRM) in the last couple of years.

· Proper involvement of General Council in strategic direction – not just rubber stamping documents paraphrasing our charitable objectives

· A rigorous approach to monitoring and measurement of the financial position and progress towards our business objectives

· A clear plan for dealing with the impending crisis in rights of way protection likely to result from pressure on council budgets

· Recruitment members

· Robust measures of success for projects such as Get Walking, Keep Walking if we are to continue with them.

Keith Wadd

My candidature is unreservedly as a Concerned Rambler.  I was one of the initiators of the Concerned Ramblers meeting at Leeds in September, and chair the Steering Group that was set up by the Leeds meeting.

The Concerned Ramblers stem from the RA’s recent financial crisis, especially i) the secretive way in which it was handled (General Council inadequately informed, and the RA’s membership still not officially told), and ii) the areas of the RA’s work chosen for cutbacks.  A particular concern is that Campaigns staff were made redundant, and that increasingly rights of way work is not being given central priority and adequate resources.

If elected, I will press hard for a more transparent way of doing business: the RA of all organisations should have nothing to hide from its members.  I am concerned about the quality and competitiveness of our membership benefits, and also what appears to be a deteriorating service given to our volunteer members.  But, most, I want to ensure that footpath and access work always comes first in the RA, because this is our main purpose, it’s what our membership expects and the outside public expects.

I have walked for enjoyment for most of my life.  Joined the RA in the 1980s; Secretary of West Riding Area, 1994-2003; in the 1990s much involved in the Right to Roam campaign and organised large rallies at Haworth and Todmorden; Vice-Chairman of West Riding Area, 2003-2005, and from 2005 have been Chairman of West Riding Area; was Publicity Officer for several years, and am co-editor of the Area’s quarterly journal, “The West Riding Rambler”; from 1994 have been a committee member of Harrogate Group, so have experience of Groups as well as Area; lead several walks every year, have written four walks books and preparing another.

Agenda Committee
The undermentioned persons have declared their intention of standing for the Agenda Committee. 
There will be no election for the Agenda Committee as there are five candidates and five positions available.  Therefore, all five candidates are automatically awarded a place on the committee.

John Esslemont
I believe that the quality of debate at General Council is enhanced if the motions are clearly worded and readily intelligible.  As a member of Agenda Committee I can help to achieve this.  I have served two years on the committee and have attended General Council as an Area delegate for several years before that.  I consider that my Council experience and knowledge of the Ramblers’ constitutional documents help to make me a useful member of the Committee.  I have also served as Area Chairman since 2001 and Group Secretary from 1985 to 2006.

Elizabeth Lawie
In such unsettling times was unsure whether re-standing for Agenda Committee (have served several years now) was worthwhile.  After much thought decided it was precisely because of the problems within the Association – a member organization, not a faceless business – that I needed to stay involved, to ensure that members voices still had a chance to be heard.  My many years as an Area Secretary and 19 years attendance at General Council have given insight into understanding members concerns, and I believe that the views of members via motions to General Council and the debate generated are vitally important.
Eileen Linfoot
I was Area Secretary from March 1990 to our recent AGM where I stood down.  I envisage that I will stay on as Area Countryside Officer.  At a recent meeting, members seemed happy with what I have done.  I have encouraged our Groups to hold weekday and shorter walks.  I have been editor of our Area Newsletter and Publicity Officer.  I represent the Ramblers on Devon Conservation Forum and at the Dartmoor National Park Recreational User Group Meetings.  I have been a member of the Agenda Committee for 2 years and I still feel that I have much to offer.

Brian Reader
I joined the Ramblers as a teenager in the early 1960s.  I have held various Group and Area posts and I am an experienced member of General Council, familiar with its procedures, and with a good working knowledge of the M&A.  I have served on the Agenda Committee for several years, first as an elected member from General Council, then as a Board representative, and for the last year as an elected member from General Council again.  Other posts held are Area Footpath Secretary, Surrey Area and Local Footpath Secretary, Woking Group.  I frequently lead walks for the Group.
Neil Schofield
In a long career as a senior civil servant I learnt the importance of properly-prepared meeting.  They can help to get clear decisions which everyone can feel have been fairly taken.  Subsequent experience working with private sector and voluntary organizations has reinforced this, and broadened out my experience.  I have attended the last two General Councils and played an active part as a delegate.  I am currently Secretary of Sheffield Group and Area News Editor for South Yorkshire & North-East Derbyshire.
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