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General Council 2010

Guide to procedures
The notes below about General Council sessions, elections, motions and amendments are intended to help you get the most out of attending General Council.  If you need further assistance and advice concerning the procedures at General Council, please see a member of staff at the Ramblers desk at the university over the weekend or telephone 07791 624077.  If you need any help before General Council, please email jo.smith@ramblers.org.uk
General Council sessions
These will be held in the Windsor Building lecture theatre. Refreshments during breaks in the General Council sessions will be served in the Windsor Building foyer.

The majority of Council sessions will be chaired by the Ramblers Chair, Rodney Whittaker.
The first session of council will begin with discussion and questions on the annual report and accounts. If you can give prior notice of any questions on matters arising from the annual report and accounts, this would be appreciated.  Please email any questions regarding the annual report and accounts to jo.smith@ramblers.org.uk
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The rest of the Saturday Council sessions will be taken up in debating motions.

Except by special permission of Council, only members of Council may speak during Council sessions.  Members of council are: Ramblers President, Chair, Vice-Chair, Honorary Treasurer, Ramblers Vice-Presidents, Trustees, Agenda Committee, delegates from Areas and Nationally Affiliated Organisations.
Delegates wishing to speak in the debates are requested to use the speaker's rostrum at the front of the lecture theatre as far as possible, so that they can be clearly heard by all present.   Roving microphones will also be available for use in general discussion.

Unless a speaker is proposing a motion - in which case they are allowed seven minutes - speeches must last for no longer than four minutes.  A buzzer will cut you off if you go on too long!  When you have been speaking for three minutes, a red light is turned on near the top table.  If you are still speaking at the end of the four minutes, then the buzzer will sound, and you should finish your speech immediately.
Officers and elections
At the tea break on Sunday, elections will be held for the Board of Trustees.  As there are only five candidates for the Agenda Committee, they automatically become members of this committee with no need for an election.
You will find details of the candidates standing in your General Council papers.  At General Council, there will be a board with photographs of the candidates standing for election.  
The hustings this year will take place at 5.30pm on Saturday in the Windsor Building lecture theatre when each candidate will be given 2 minutes to address council.  Ballot papers will be issued in the Windsor Building, seminar room 2 during the morning tea/coffee break on Sunday.
Motions and amendments
The order of motions is as determined by the Agenda Committee.  This committee may also composite motions, and rule some motions out of order.

Any member of General Council, Area or Affiliated National Organisation can submit amendments to motions (other than those affecting the Memorandum and Articles of Association) but amendments must be submitted to Jo Smith at central office by 7th April 2010.  Preferably by email to jo.smith@ramblers.org.uk
The motion amendment form can be found on the Ramblers website here:-

http://www.ramblers.org.uk/Volunteer/Governance+and+General+Council
Saturday morning sessions
On Saturday morning from 11.00am there will be round table discussions covering: (i) recruiting members locally, (ii) keeping footpaths clear, (iii) putting on a varied walks programme, (iv) ways to save money and do things better in Areas an Groups, (v) membership services & CRM, (vi) using the internet.  Everyone is welcome to attend these sessions.
Surgeries
From Saturday 11.00-1.00pm and 4.00-4.30pm there will be a member of staff available to help you with any electronic communication issues you may have.

General Council badges

General Council members (who can take part and vote in debates) will be wearing blue badges, visitors/guests will have yellow badges, staff will wear white badges, Board of Trustee members will be wearing orange badges, candidates for the Board of Trustees and Agenda Committee will be wearing pink badges and volunteers from Surrey Area will wear green badges.  Surrey Area volunteers are here to help you and guide you around the campus.

Feedback form

Please remember to complete and return the evaluation form included with your General Council papers or complete your feedback on-line at www.surveymonkey.com/s/RDDVV58
1
2

[image: image2.png]