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at the heart of walking



STEP FORWARD 2010

RAMBLERS SCOTLAND GENERAL ELECTION MANIFESTO 

THE RAMBLERS

For 75 years, throughout Britain, we have been promoting walking, safeguarding and facilitating public access to land and helping to protect the natural beauty of our countryside.  Our volunteers lead over 1,100 walks in Scotland each year.  Across Scotland we are delivering active lifestyles for everyone.  We work with all politicians to deliver public support for a wide range of environmental, social, economic and health initiatives.  In the 2010 General Election we want to see the election of politicians in Scotland who will:

· Support efforts to persuade most people to walk more often, every day.

· Use public funds more effectively to deliver benefits to walkers.

· Take action to remove barriers and protect places where people walk.

· Secure a better balance between motor car use and the needs of walkers.

· Safeguard our landscapes from massive powerlines and windfarms.

PRIORITIES FOR SCOTLAND’S POLITICIANS IN THE NEXT UK PARLIAMENT
1. Promoting walking


Too many people spend too much time sitting down  Existing walking programmes 
designed to help people of all ages and abilities to become more active need expansion, 
through increased funding, if the population as a whole is to enjoy more healthy lifestyles.

2. Better use of public funds to support walking

As public spending constraints impact on local authority budgets more needs to be done 
through other funding routes, especially the 
subsidies provided by the Common 
Agricultural Policy.  Better links are needed between payments to farmers and public 
access provision.

3.
Removing barriers to access


Rights of public access to land are protected in law.  Vigilance is needed to ensure these 
rights are not eroded.  Good paths are needed to facilitate access – from town centre to 
seaside – the barriers on existing paths need to come down, as well as new paths 
established. 

4. Controlling the car


A better balance is needed between walker and motor vehicle. Too many places are 
dominated by the needs of the private motor car.  Scotland’s walkers, cyclists and others 
need politicians to help shift our car dependent society to one which is kinder to people 
and planet.

5. Safeguarding Scotland’s landscapes from massive powerlines and windfarms


The industrialisation of our wild landscapes should not be an inevitable consequence of a 
low carbon society.  Future national grid development for long distance electricity 
transmission should be based on subsea cables not massive overland powerlines. 

PRIORITIES FOR SCOTLAND

Ramblers Scotland has two main priorities for candidates in the forthcoming general election:

· to change UK energy policy so that long distance electricity transmission is achieved through subsea cables rather than massive overland powerlines

· to use the 2012 Olympic Games and 2014 Commonwealth Games to encourage more people to become more active by doing more walking
Energy Policy

We want Scottish MPs in 2010 to take action in the Westminster Parliament to produce a UK energy policy which has due regard for Scotland’s world famous landscape.  Existing policy needs to change, with Ofgem, the energy regulator, asked to produce a new approach to the development of the national electricity grid.  Fundamental to this must be a shift towards the use of subsea cables for long distance transmission.  In particular Ofgem needs to be instructed to carry out an urgent financial reappraisal of the proposed Beauly Denny powerline.

Although Scottish Ministers have granted planning approval for this line, subject to agreement on mitigation measures, the powerline will not go ahead if Ofgem cancels the financial approval they gave in 2004 to proceed with this project. 

The financial reappraisal needs to:

1. Examine proposed construction costs and see whether the £330 million costings approved in 2004 remain valid.

2. Examine costings for alternative routes, including subsea cables along the east or west coasts, using relevant data from 2010.

3. Take evidence from Sir Donald Miller, former chairman of Scottish Power, whose advice to Scottish Ministers on these issues was rejected. 

Olympic and Commonwealth Games

The UK is extremely fortunate to have two major international sporting events taking place here in the next five years.  Both the London Olympics 2012 and Glasgow Commonwealth Games 2014 provide a great opportunity to raise awareness of the importance of physical activity as an integral part of healthy lifestyles and the key role that walking can play in this.  The easiest way to get more people active is to get more people walking in more places, from Shetland to Stranraer.

Ramblers Scotland wants Scotland’s MPs to support efforts to encourage walking as one of the main legacy benefits of both 2012 and 2014.  We already have a range of walking programmes designed to encourage this.  Increased funding commitments from the public and private sectors are needed to expand these initiatives.  So there is much to do for Scottish MPs as they step forward from 2010 to help deliver a healthy, walking Scotland! 
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