The Ramblers' Association and 
climate change

Overarching statement

Whether in the countryside or in the heart of urban areas, climate change represents a serious threat and challenge to the UK.  The Ramblers' Association (RA) believes urgent action is needed to reduce damaging emissions, to adapt to an inevitable change in the UK climate, and to raise awareness amongst the public and decision makers of the effects of climate change.  In order to effectively manage the effects of climate change in the UK, a mix of adaptation as well as mitigation measures is needed.  The RA recognises that the UK climate is already changing to hotter, drier summers, warmer, wetter winters, with more floods and heat-waves.  Unless the growth in greenhouse gases is rapidly reversed, these trends will accelerate and sea levels rise.  Globally, many millions of predominantly poor people will suffer homelessness, disease, starvation and conflict.  In this context, we are committed to contribute to the climate change debate as part of a wider coordinated response to climate change.

Purpose of this document
The RA’s Board of Trustees requested that a climate change strategy paper be taken forward as part of the organisation’s strategic plan, working for a walking Britain.  This document aims to identify how and where the RA will contribute to the broader climate change debate. It outlines how the RA intends to respond to the environmental, social, political and economic challenges posed by a changing climate and the need for sustainable management of the earth’s resources.  Based on the responses to our recent consultation on this issue, this paper also aims to explore the possible future focus for the RA on climate change.  Over the coming years, the RA will begin to work through the priorities that are established through this process.

Implementation

As part of the organisation’s current strategic work plan, each part of the organisation will consider how best to implement these recommendations and incorporate these into ongoing work plans for monitoring and evaluation purposes.

Our Charitable aims

Our charitable aims enable us to respond to the growing public and political concern about climate change, its impact on the environment and on people.  The RA has a duty to ensure access to the countryside is maintained; to promote walking for health, recreation and transport; and to protect and enhance the countryside for public benefit.  We will do this in the context of political and popular expectations that charitable organisations take climate change and resource use issues seriously and act accordingly.

Approaches

Within current thinking through its charitable aims, the RA will base its approach to climate change through the following commitments:

1. Encouraging members, staff and the public to take personal action in their day-to-day lives;

2. Assisting in the planning of walks and our overall operating arrangements to minimise our effect on climate change;

3. Working with others to influence government/public policy to help to mitigate the causes and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

1. Encouraging members, staff and the public to take personal action in their day-to-day lives

Walking is the most sustainable form of exercise, recreation, and transport.  Encouraging people to walk more in their daily lives as an alternative to motorised transport remains a key charitable aim of the RA.

The RA is committed to developing and providing opportunities and incentives for staff to make as much use of public and active travel modes in their work-related and personal travel.

Ethical fundraising will play an important role in the RA’s ability to meet the challenges climate change pose to our organisation and beyond.  As part of the strategic review of the organisation and the Strategic Plan for 2008-2013, we will examine our current and future funders to ensure that this agenda is met.
2. Assisting in the planning of walks and our overall operating arrangements to minimise our effect on climate change
Walking with groups is a significant reason why many people join the RA.  When these walks require multiple journeys by private car, over long distances, the environmental impacts can cause concern.  The RA will encourage the use of alternatives to low-occupancy private car journeys to walks.  It will do so by making incentives for car-sharing, favouring the use of public transport in its expenses arrangements, and providing walk leader training/guidelines that place an emphasis on public transport use.
The Ra will lead by example, through a thorough environmental audit of office practices and resources, led by senior members of staff to help to ensure effective implementation.  This applies equally to our offices outside of London.  We will also ‘climate change proof’ all existing RA policies through an audit of current policy documents.
3. Working with others to influence government/public policy to help mitigate the causes and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

Working with others is key to the successful delivery of our approach to the climate change challenge.  Working as part of campaign coalitions and corporate partnerships the RA will promote positive environmental choices outside of our areas of expertise.
Walking as a sustainable means of transport, recreation and exercise, should be prioritised by the government in relevant policy and legislation, and we will continue to campaign for such.  A well-maintained and growing network to provide access to the countryside is absolutely necessary in achieving this aim.  The contribution of walking to government targets for reducing congestion, pollution and improving health and well-being will be emphasised in all relevant campaign work.

Improved public transport and a sensitive approach to renewable energy are two other policy areas in line with our charitable aims that also form crucial parts of the public debate.  The RA will ensure that the resources and expertise are available in our campaigns to pursue positive changes in these areas.
We will also, where appropriate, seek to mobilise our 135000 members to press for measures that reduce greenhouse gases and protect the countryside, through the Climate Change Bill, for example.  Much of this campaigning will be outside of our key areas of expertise and therefore usually as part of a wider campaign coalition.

