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31 October 2005

Tavish Scott MSP

Minister for Transport

Transport Department

Victoria Quay

Edinburgh

EH6 6QQ

Dear Tavish

Provision for non-motorised users, Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route

At our meeting on 25th October I indicated that we would provide further information about the concerns of non motorised  users over the detailed planning of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route. These concerns have been identified in the attached annex to this letter.

In essence we do not think that enough provision has been made for non motorised users in the detailed design work for this project. We have situations where construction of the road will bring significant disadvantages for non motorised travel on the western side of Aberdeen. There is also a more general problem in that construction of this road is being seen as a transport facility purely for motorised transport, with a failure to grasp opportunities to promote the wider dimensions of sustainable transport, including links to other components of government policy.   

We have been involved, through the Access Advisory Group for Aberdeen, in discussions with the local authorities and WPR managing agents about these issues, but without resolution. The matter has also been raised in the National Access Forum by the convenor, Bob Reid (a former Director of Planning in Aberdeen City), and reflects a general concern that those involved in the design of such an important new road project should be more attuned to present day aspirations for travel and transport.  

We also believe that the provisions as planned are not adequately reflecting the intentions and obligations on access provision that flow from the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003. The provisions for the new road should give much greater attention to the relationship between the new road and the core path planning process and also the need for all users, whether walkers, cyclists or horseriders etc, to be recognized as having equal rights under the new legislation. This means, in our view, that the planning process should start from the presumption that all new bridges and paths should be designed for multiple use. Where this is not possible there should be a clear explanation of why such provision cannot be made. 

We accept that developments for non motorised users have to be set within the context of improvements that may be expected for non motorised users in areas which should see 

reductions in motorised use, due to the construction of the WPR. Nevertheless, we do not see how this consideration substantially alters the problems which we have identified in the attached annex.  

I hope this provides sufficient information for you to appreciate  the concerns of non motorised users. We are very keen to see the best design standards incorporated into the Aberdeen WPR, for all users. It is an opportunity to win hearts and minds in the process of moving society towards much more sustainable transport solutions. It should be an exemplar of best practice in the design of new road schemes in Scotland.  

Yours sincerely
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Dave Morris

Director
Annex to letter of 31 Oct 05 to Transport Minister

Detailed points of concern about the design of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route as it affects non motorized users. 

1.  Lack of non-motorised bridges for severed paths

Of the 25 paths which will be cut by the road, only 3 will have dedicated pedestrian passage across the new road.  In the other cases, non-motorised users will be accommodated via existing roads with a link to the nearest road bridge.  This will entail detours which may add several miles to each journey.  We believe that any diversion longer than 500m from the original route is unreasonable, especially on functional routes where the aim is sustainable travel.  In addition, we wish to point out that the road bridges will not have provision for all users to cross in safety, especially equestrian users.  We would like to see 3-6 extra dedicated foot bridges built across the new road as well as improved provision for a wider range of users on all the new road bridges that will have to be built cross the WPR.

2.  Lack of non-motorised access over new river and rail bridges

There will be three new bridges built for the WPR to cross the Rivers Dee and Don and the railway.  At  present these bridges are only being designed  for motorised use, but we believe it is unjustifiable to provide bridges which will not be accessible for all users.  Walkers, cyclists and horseriders will again be forced to make significant detours to cross the rivers and rail line. Other  major road bridges, such as the Forth, Kincardine and Tay road bridges all have a segregated path for non-motorised users. We feel there is a strong case for making the same provisions on  the WPR river/rail bridges or by building separate bridges for non motorised use close to the proposed new road/rail bridges. 

3.  New circumferential route

We believe the WPR should be presented as an integrated transport scheme that will bring positive benefits to sustainable, non-motorised users and not just replace what has been lost.  One way of ensuring no loss of benefits to walkers, cyclists and horseriders would be by widening the amount of land acquired by an extra two metres, enabling a multi-use, parallel path to be constructed along the eastern side of the new road.  We do not envisage anyone walking or riding along the entire length of the route, but when combined with extra pedestrian bridges, this would mean that anyone approaching the bypass would not find their path severed, but instead be offered options of going either right or left.  This would lead directly either to the nearest bridge over the road or else allow the recreational user to return on the next path or minor road to make a circular walk, ride or cycle. We believe that such an approach would provide a big encouragement to the development of walking and cycling opportunities for commuters, increase the provision of safe routes to schools, increase recreational opportunities in the area and ensure that sections of Aberdeen city are not cut off from the wider countryside by the WPR.

Helen Todd

Access Campaign Officer
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