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Fact Sheet:

How to start a website for your Area or Group

More and more Ramblers' Areas and Groups are making their presence felt on the Internet by designing and publishing their own websites. This is an exciting development, and potentially very useful, both in building the membership of the Ramblers and in furthering its campaigning aims.
Why build a site?

Every local website will have a different focus. Here are some of the things you might use your website for:

Areas

· To provide local information on walking – both Ramblers organised walks and information for those who chose not to walk with their Group

· To promote our charitable aims and encourage members to support them

· To give information to members of the Area

· To recruit new members

· To promote the Groups within the Area

· To act as a resource for committee members and volunteers

 

Groups

· To provide local information on walking – both Ramblers organised walks and information for those who chose not to walk with their Group

· To promote our charitable aims and encourage members to support them

· To give information to members of the Group

· To recruit new members

· To act as a resource for committee members and volunteers

What should you put on it?

What else you put on your website is really for your committee to decide. It is best to plan out the site on paper first. Websites work best when they are simple and easy to navigate, less is often more. For each thing that you plan to add to your website consider how you will keep it up-to-date and how it furthers the aims of your website.  A simple site will be much easier to keep up-to-date, and it is very important that you do this. Out-of-date information on your site will deter visitors, who will most likely go away and not come back.

Here are a few tips to get you going:

1. Many members choose not to walk with their Group so it is a great idea to include some self-guided walks or ideas for them.

2. The main Ramblers site has lots of information about walking - your site is a chance to offer details about the walking in your patch. You may choose to add links to other local websites or let walkers know where they can find books. If your region contains a National Trail or National Park it would be great to add a link. Another nice feature is to give an insight into the flora and fauna or any interesting geographical features. This can help attract potential members and is really useful for Ramblers members who have chosen to take a holiday in your region.

3. Your website can be a convenient way to share information with members, volunteers and committee members. It is a great place to post updates, newsletters and details of upcoming events. You might also wish to add the date and agenda of the next committee meeting and minutes from the committee meetings. This can be done in a password-protected section.

4. Use your website to shout about your successes. Have a page dedicated to local campaigns so that everyone can see the difference your Area/Group is making. This section might include press cuttings, articles, letters of thanks and reports. Let people know how they can get involved in your campaigns.

5. New members may not be sure how to get involved in their Group. Have a section which explains your walks programme and answers any frequently asked questions. Also make sure you have a link to Walks Finder as people may wish to walk with more than one Group.

6. Finally, there are some fantastic sites out there so make sure you take a look at other Group sites for inspiration.

Who will build it and look after it?

It may be that you have you have someone on your committee who would like to build your site. Perhaps they have skills from work they can use? Even if they don’t have any experience there are some very simple options to build a website.

If no-one springs to mind your best option is to put something in your newsletter or walks programme asking people to volunteer to be your webmaster. If you can’t find anyone within your membership you could approach local businesses or perhaps a relative of someone would be happy to help?

How to get started?

Once you have decided on the content and purpose of your site there are a number of technical issues to sort out. There is no need to panic about these.
The simple steps are:

1. Choose a domain name – your name on the web, e.g. www.bloggsramblers.co.uk 
2. Choose a host –the web host stores the web site you create on their servers and transmits it to the internet so that when someone types in your domain name, your web site appears

3. Build your website. To build a website yourself you need some type of web building software.  The best way is to get it free  from your web host.  Some web hosts provide a web site builder that includes free hosting and email.  This is the best choice for beginners.  All you need to do is click on the design you want and then add your text.  It's really easy. 
Do's and Don'ts of Building a Website
Regardless of what software you use to build a website, there are some basic do’s and don’ts you need to keep in mind.  

Do keep it simple.  Don't cram it full of clutter. 
Do make it eye pleasing.  No crazy fonts or colours.  The standard fonts for web sites are Arial, Verdana and Times New Roman.  Whatever font you decide on, use it throughout your site.  

Don’t use a Flash introduction.  Web designers love this and if you use a website builder they can be really fun to create, but most people click off as soon as they see it loading.  The object is to get people to see your web site, not drive them away. 

Don’t put music or sound files on your site.  It startles people when they are surfing and suddenly hear music blaring out.  Their immediate reaction is to back track immediately.

Don’t put a lot of slow-loading graphics on your page.  No matter how pretty the graphics are, people aren’t going to stick around and wait for them to load

Do make sure visitors to your site can tell at a glance what your site is about
Don’t use pop-ups on your web site.  Visitors find these really annoying.

How to Upload your Website to your Web Host Account
Once you build your website, you will need to get it to your web host's server.  This process is called "uploading" your files.  Some places call it "publishing your website."  Either way it's the same process.

If you are using the build a website software from your web host, all of your website files will already be on your web host's servers so all you will need to do is click a button.  The button is usually Publish or Submit.
How much will it cost?

This really depends on how complicated your site is going to be. For a small site you can easily find a free service. For a few pounds a month you can improve your site by giving it a more streamlined web address, such as www.ambridgeramblers.co.uk instead of http://sites.google.com/site/ambridgeramblers/. If you want to have more control over how your site looks you may need to buy some specific software. This could take the cost of your site up to a few hundred pounds. 
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