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Key dates for General Council 2010
This is to advise you that General Council 2010 will be held at Royal Holloway, University of London, Egham, Surrey TW20  0EX from Saturday 10th April to Sunday 11th April 2010.
Areas and nationally affiliated organisations:
13th February
Deadline for motions to amend the M&As

Please email* to me, Jo Smith at jo.smith@ramblers.org.uk, any motions and background notes proposing alterations to the Ramblers Memorandum and Articles of Association (M&As).  These should arrive by 13th February 2010 but sooner would be appreciated.

27th February
Deadline for other motions, nominations for officers, trustees and agenda committee members

Please email* all other motions, together with background notes, to me at jo.smith@ramblers.org.uk by Saturday 27th February 2010, but sooner would be appreciated.

Please send to me at central office, nominations for officers (President and Vice-Presidents), nominations for ordinary members of the Board of Trustees and nominations for Agenda Committee by Saturday 27th February 2010.  In accordance with the changes to the M&A’s at GC 2009, the Vice Chair will not be elected separately, but will be selected by the Board from amongst the Trustees.


A person is not eligible to be elected as a member of the Board of Trustees unless they have been an individual member for at least 12 months as at the 27th February 2010.

Nominations should be endorsed by three individual members who have been individual members for at least 36 months as at the 27th February 2010.   
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Please include brief biographical details and a photograph of the candidates standing for election to the Board of Trustees and the Agenda Committee by Saturday 27th February 2010. (Up to 300 words for Board of Trustees candidates and up to 100 words for Agenda Committee candidates)

7th April
Deadline for amendments to motions

Any amendments to motions, submitted to General Council and circulated in the mailing on the 18th March, must be received by 7th April 2010 (preferably by email).



Deadline for appeal to alterations to motions

If the originator of any motion wishes to appeal against any decision made by the Agenda Committee affecting that motion, notice of the appeal and an explanation of the nature of the grievance must be received at Central Office not less than 3 working days before the commencement of General Council (preferably by email).
All concerned:

5th March 
Deadline for booking forms for attendance
You will receive booking forms in January.  Please return them to me (preferably by email), giving full details of the names and addresses of those attending (and any special requirements), by Friday 5th March 2010 but sooner if possible.

6th March
Agenda Committee meeting

The Agenda Committee meets to consider the motions received.
9th March

Motions emailed to Area Secretaries
18th March 
Final mailing

General Council papers are sent out by first class post to people attending General Council.
We do encourage all Areas to keep Groups informed of the key dates for General Council and to engage as many members as possible in planning for it.  As you know, General Council is one good way to involve the wider membership and potential members in the Ramblers’ work.  Please ensure that Groups are consulted about any motions that the Area may consider putting forward, and about the appointment of Area Members of General Council and Council visitors.  The Board of Trustees strongly encourages Areas that at least one delegate from each Area be somebody who has not attended General Council before.  This is to ensure that different people get a chance to take part.
With thanks for your co-operation.
*please note that if you would prefer to send these documents to me by post, please send to Jo Smith, Ramblers, 2nd Floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1  7TW
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