Footpath training in Wales continues to attract local footpath volunteers and for so many of our volunteers to give up their valuable time on a Saturday is a real testament to their enthusiasm and commitment to both the Ramblers and footpaths in Wales. Footpath training in Wales has evolved steadily over the past two years to meet the needs of our members and volunteers and through a combination of footpath quizzes, films, group exercises, formal training modules and more general discussions on footpath matters, these events now have a wide appeal. The last two events we ran in Mid Wales and North Wales attracted in excess of 50 volunteers on each of the workshops. 
The courses are free to Ramblers members and volunteers but it is our intention that these informal workshops will evolve further over the coming months and years to attract others who might share our wish to expand the work of the charity on rights of way. For the first time on the next course planned for South Wales, Mike Mills (Ramblers Cymru Rights of Way Officer) will be joined by Bob Seabrook, Area Footpath Officer for Powys who will help deliver the days events. Bob has a wealth of practical knowledge and experience in footpath work and will bring a new dimension to the day’s events.
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Bob Seabrook – pictured front right at the recent Mid Wales training event.

The basic footpath courses is focused on the basics of footpath law and is perfect for complete beginners, however, we have tried to ensure the sessions are appropriate for a wide range of people, from experienced footpath workers who are looking for a short refresher to those Ramblers members who are just a little inquisitive and would like to know more about how they can get involved in footpath work. 

The next training day has now been scheduled for South Wales and will take place Saturday 12th September 2009 at Groundwork Bridgend & Neath Port Talbot office, The Engine House, Parc Tondu, in Bridgend. For further information on this course or to book your place please contact Mike Mills at Wales Office on 029 20646893 or email him on mikem@ramblers.org.uk We are restricted to a maximum of 25 for this forthcoming event so early booking is recommended, the course is already half full.
