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I[2 TY MAWR OR GREAT HOUSE -
This fing example of z 16th eentury Tudor
manor house was carefully restored in 1952,
These works revealed 2 number of hidden
chambers which could have been used lor
fugitives. Local rumour also suggested thar an

14 THE RUINS
Another 16th eentury manor house
known lacally as “"The Castle” and
which is in a derelicy condition, A
local legend suggested that itis
haunted by a lady in white who was
stacved 1o death in this house by her
husband.

15 OLD FORGE
{(PLYMOUTH HOUSE

| BARN) |

These farm buildings are
typical of the locality and with
the surrounding fields give ap
insight inlo the Town™s rara|
origins. Note the abutdance in
this area of wild Valerian,
growing on surrounding walls:
this was a plant introduced 0
Britain by the Romans.

1l LOCAL INNS
The original pan of the Dlg
Swan was reputed 1o have:
beea builg duriag the 11th or
12th centusies as » banking
house for lestyn ap Gwigan,
the Tast welsh Prince of
Glamargan, Today it shows
mostly { Tth century features,
The Cld White Hany was
originatly built in the [Tth
century as a house for the
local Justice of (he Peace.

il ' Rardth — 10 TOWN HALL SQUARE
16 PLYMOUTH HOUSE i This building was never 2 Town Hail in the
Built i the t7th century as the g usual sense, since Lianrwi Major was never 2
Manor House far Sir Edward barough with a charter, Local legend indicates
Straddling it is rumoured to be on
1] the site of the refectory for the
monastic grange. This beljef was
streagthienced in the I8 century by
a find in the adjoining field of 2
medisvat coffin lid and effigy.

the news and coming events were shouted
reminds us of times before modern
communications. The war memorial to
commemaorate the fallen in the Geeat War of
1914-18 now stands on the original base of a
preaching ceoss which was destroyed during the
Puritan rebellion of 1532.

18 THE MONASTIC GRANGE
Excavation of the mounds in the
fields' 15" the west of the Chucch
revealed the layout of a typical
monastic community of the 12th

9 HILLHEAD
COTT
centery. The oldest building in ACI’:‘SS'?;;C‘ Evfllc N
Llant.;{\-il Major dates from this the beautifyll g
perod and as a gatchouse controlled | ¥
| the entrance 1o the Grange. Nearby,

restored terrace of
collages were
once the almg
houses for the
poor. The land
adjoining the
Ogney Brook is
thought ta have
been the location
of the thinking
cells, or resreats,
for the monks |
who worked on
the menastic
grange,

the dovecot was used by the monks
1o provide a source of fresh meat for
the winlee months. Alf that remains
of the old tithe bam, which was ysed
by the manastery (o store a levy of
1710th of a¥ the neighboucing
f2nams” produce. is the field wall on {
the southern side.of Church Lape,
The bam was dismantled after the
Tithe Act of 1836 when tithes in
kind were replaced by a financial
evy. [n 1873 the remaining, stané
vas used 10 build the vicarage {now |
he Old Vicarage) on the opposite
ide of Church Lage,

—Remains ot Grange

Garehouse

Y

& METHODIST LANE TABERNACLE
CALVINIST METHGDIST CHURCH ) 4.
The Calvaaist Tabernacte was built afler the “Great
Revival™. aoa-conformist movemenl.of [859; over a third
al the local paputation were converted, Qutside the {
chapel. the oid horse mounting steps were used by

worshippers who jourheyed on horseback.

PARISH CHURCH OF ST. WLTUD
ught to be built on the site of the famous monastery of
Hltud which was founded in the Sth century. it is
idered that this churchyard has ‘been used for
stian burials for about 1500 years, Although most of
Xisting building was erected during.the 12th to 14¢k
ries it is ¢learly. in two sections; the elder part is the
| Church which cotains Celtic crosses and stones.
¥, the more eecent East Chureh is used for worship.
elict cxteasion on the western end is the Galiles, of
Chapei, which felf into ruin after the Reformation,
riginal calvary in the churchyard was also destroyed
- Puritans in 1532 but has since been restored. Johin
¥ preached here in 1777, The Chantry . House, 2
1 the south: side of the churchyard was originafly the
of the chantry priest. This was destroyed by a
a bamb in 1940 and is now used as a resting place
es after cremation. : .

M N STIUTUD'S CHUR
. ! KEy:
*
L
L]

1870 a Miss
Anne Rees,

known as “ Anne / '
the'Lanes™, ran a \

. 6 TO HESG COTTAGE &
EBENEZER CHAPEL

To Hesg is the last remaining
thatehed cottage in Liaetwir |
| Major. It dates from the 1 7th !
centuey. Thatched cottages

were a commion sight in the

Town until 50 years aga: \

Outside Ebenazer Chapel,
built in 1905, is one of the
original street hydrants used to
supply water before dwellings
were conntected to the watef
mata.

' 14t Century & Prosent oy 5 FLANDERS LANE
! - Day 2 The older cottages and houses
. 13th Cent adjoining Flanders Lane ae reputed
\/ -entury i to'be part of a settlement founded by ]
.
.
*
.

1:2500

. e Flemish wea ars,
- Pre~Norman S | # - n !
netres, » V l




MOPEIU MOY-{07y HO SUCHTIqRT) Kegg
[Amuuy ays 52 Jesk yoes Aepy p1f 21 wo apdoad Jea0t
AQ povdeus-31 sEM 10249 S8 Amuaa 15E] (MU ‘siepnelgw
Fuuspunyd pafradar o SWEHQeYUI B30} 0 uonsFosd
PAL3[o 3 * unetyoatagy Jo apsesy | sy se ‘ragm LaRyuas
HIZT 34 [BUN PAsh sBm L10J $3Y) JBYT 20URpIAD BRI
‘spouad Juog 10] prayea aq prnoa saiais ‘samsopus
H2018 pue sTUlflamp pauteiLes 3 st pue SPEIIS uug)
Juypuaoims Jof Asenjoues e pagio Kigeqoud wop ayg
“uusaqLe Jinpusgep ueddns o3 jedesed PuE apeyoors
uIpoom  FULIEq punow sauus sy S3IUP pue Spunowr
Jo s3u3s ' Aq papond Jwawdwesus DT AISUINKD Uy

SEHOLIG FTLSYD T

g

UBAEIE]) [RIIUIPISTY JOURRY wiep
311 &g pardnaoo wasq sey ays sy
G961 J00IS PUT {y6] Ul 31y & 1oy,
PIYSIIOWIP Sem 3] “ISHOR] Jouejud
Aamao gizy e go 35 241 o €981
PUE GO 09313 [INQ SEM 2SNORY]

WEH suapied [RIUAWEwWo Uy )
dSMN0H WYH € i

°SN0H v
49 aug

INYT WYH

J21d Jo 90Ujap LS Aamuaa yipq W’
SUEW uapoom  SA0QAIRIY., 4 jo 15ea 3y 0y
S¥30[9 [¥IRUIA JO MO E Aq UIIS 54 [[05 UED fEM
INOGIEY 31 JO IAINT RS0 G Jo 3ouapiy
WINGIL 12420 Sem PuE KX03U2D Yrg7 2y Fuernp
SuLols A9 padonsap Aqeqoud sem W Amuan
WL 1 Y1 Bump pagsianoy; aatl 01 pawndar s1 pue

A .

. ,‘
srsag e L o aa-
- )
. B

X -

pakonsap sem joo 3p ¢
0€6 1 e Anuazas se |

pannys ¢ [o sdwexy
A

Y1 Jo apis pury ydu

(\

iy Aq

PsyaeY; sem U pue Kinuan
4191 2 woy sarep 2uippng
wire) [eurdue ayy -aug

Y1 j [2431 YL 1e 1 payf
S¥M I JUFYM UMY sHp Jo
201 a5t Um0y ATeps A0

L H) ® 51 wueg oy Fungorordde aug

. i} HOAR(T PUE 13SIAL0S Uamieq Fuidld sieaq Yitm
. - Lmudo yig Kprea. oy Juunp paewdio fjqeqnsy
CMOHTTOZ 40 140d IHL 1

EOLY
non

. Burpuey 10 syred Wy sy s

1 1200} INea Jualnsoud sy uo EERTELIURTI
paudie spiatpse (830 0) Juiusyes sopd T sy
PHom U 3oois 10f tarem Jumuep aplaasd
91 pue sasodind voneduar 10§ pasn sem [IREYEIE
e 3 ol Y gOZ Jo pdap € woij 1aiem 2p
dumnd paietado PUlM B HeNInsU0s | assung
PRI, 3o sapduexa 151t gy o 2up

HIMOL dALvm 61 )

uy

uQ

WAvd ISNoH 3301

JINTRODUCTION

3rofessor Glyn Daniel’s statement that Ulantwit Major is @he combination of the revolt of Owain Glyndwr ang the

“delightfully set on the shores.ofithe'Severn Sea in the,
atile and beautiful Vale of Glamorgan™ gives an
dication of its agricultural beginnings. From early
leolithic times {4000 years B.C.) Bronze Age men
tploited the sich soils to grow their crops. Later. in the
on Age (700 years B.C.) the rural settlements were
rengthened by lacge promentory forts at Castle Ditches
+d Summerhouse Point. Even in Roman times life near
€ cOasl was precarious: coastal raids were commen and -

t ransacking of the Roman villa at Caer Maed has been

iked with these insurgencies, e
Dy, - 2o 1] )
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tantwit Major, however, came to international :
portance during the 5th Ceatury when St [Hitud 2
ablished his church in the valley of the @gney Brook,
a7 the present church. As a teaching mohhs(ery, fame of
willtud Fawr, “the barge church of St [ktud”, spread
oughout the Celtic church in_ south's Britain and
ttany. As communication was bySEaAhe harbour at J
Fhuw beach was established. Sadly, no trage of the
sinal wooden buildings vermains but the location was
liciently kmportant to the the. burial site of Celtic chiefs,
¢ of whom are still commemorated by stones and
sses in.the church, - Sy
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hien the Normans invaded Glamorgan in 1093, the Find-

ind LAantwit Major was retained by Robert _
hamon, the Lord of Glamorgan, s’ s, maodel famp or
or to supply com to te garison at' Cardiff,
3anon later gave the mador 10'thé Abbey at
kesbury and the settlement continued to thrive as a
3¢ or monastic farm. Twellth.century evidence of his
sment can still be seentlie Dovécof, the Gate House ,
emnants of buildings in the adidining fields. During. - 4
rried the port of Cokhuw Mourished and-thé Town
the White Hart Inn and'the Old Swan Ian had their

5. .
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—Map Continued ————pw

@nt years between 1750 and £900 were settled ones for

" This event ended the town's isolation and began the

- RefcFubase at St Athan. More recent modem estate

*. as a™*Conservation Area™ and the d‘csignaﬁon of
" #*Heritage Coast” helps to prevent the despoilation of the

the valué of Gur enviconment and for the need to preserve
thie best examples of our inheritance from the past.
e s

This self guided walk is one of a series for Liantwit Major
¥ whidh his been produced by South Glamotgan County

- Coucil and ‘the Glamorgan Hetitage Coast Project

FEhe: wa;

.ﬂ—‘*—TL_g!'n e first Map

black death in the 14th Century shook the prosperity of
the town and weakencd the com growing manorial system.
When the town began to rise again in the 161 century it

© was as part of an estate with field enclosures. The
enormous profits from sheep farming at this time caused
the emergence of a class of yeomaney and gentry. To
demonstrate their weaith and importance the new gentry " -
began to build large houses. Great House, Piymouth
House, Court House, the Swan and White Hart Inns. the
Tawn Hall and Llanilityd Fawr Primary School, ail owe
their present appearance to this period,

the town and the buildings of the time are mainly the
modest coltages that are now characteristically Llantwit
Major. Noo-conformism was. received with fervour by
local people and resulted in the building of several )
chapels. Duting this period, Llantwit Major was a Guiet,
closely-knit agricultural community and.remained so until
the opening of the Vale of Glamorgan Railway in 1897,

process of settlement by people seeking houses for
“retirement or as country retreats from which to commute

o work. In the late. 1930°s the eastem part of the town
.expanded rapidly, mainly dite to the development of the

dévelogitignt has also been to the east and the ofd town
centtve retains much of jts historic character and chamm,

' 251 of these older p_a.rts of the town are now protected

c&a&'t!inc. For the future there is a'growing awareness of

 of 2 to 2V hours Guration is suitable for healthy °
Wiges. Walkers are advised to wear strong shoes
bring a waterproof coat, ’

glamorgor.




