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 October 2007                       

To: WCEC, Area and Group Secretaries, Footpaths, Access, Countryside, Promoting Walking and LAF contacts.  

From: Wales Office 

WALES MATTERS

In this occasional bulletin we bring you up to date with Ramblers’ news in Wales.  Do let us have any news you would like to share.  

Coastal Access News 

Ramblers Cymru’s aim remains to achieve a coastal zone including beaches, the foreshore, cliffs and land adjacent.  A presumption in favour of secure, responsible access would exist, and an access code be created.  This would need new legislation. We favour this inclusive, comprehensive approach over a solely path- based approach. We favour this inclusive, comprehensive approach over a solely path- based approach. Measures to improve the coastal habitat would be bonus.  

We have recently received a commitment from the Welsh Assembly Government  "The Assembly Government is keen to see the All Wales Coastal Path put in place within the next 5 years. We aim to secure that working with the local access authorities and in consultation with landowners. We are also exploring, however, the scope to back up or complement the Coastal Path with statutory powers to provide for access to a coastal corridor. This could further improve accessibility to the coast for the Welsh public and visitors to Wales as part of a comprehensive programme." 

This was encouraging news and subsequently Ramblers were delighted to receive a commitment for England’s coast. Speaking at the Labour Party Conference Environment Secretary Hilary Benn said: "Thanks to what we've done over the past ten years, we now have cleaner rivers and beaches, purer water to drink, healthier air to breathe, and a countryside that is open to each and every one of us to enjoy.  And I can confirm today that we now intend to legislate so that each of us has, for the first time in our history, the right to walk around our coastline from the white cliffs of the South Coast to the wild cliffs of Northumberland. And we'll do this because access for all is a Labour value, and it should apply as much to our coast as it does to education or our health service." 

Meantime, the Assembly Government is delivering coastal access through path- focussed grant aid to local authorities. Each of the sixteen coastal authorities has received funding and will be employing staff and setting up local partnerships to identify the best plans for improving coastal access locally.

	Coastal Authority
	£

	Ynys Mon
	120,000

	Bridgend
	98,500

	Cardiff
	138,000

	Carmarthen
	101,759

	Ceredigion
	103,892

	Conwy
	69,360

	Denbighshire
	29,000

	Flintshire
	115,591

	Gwynedd
	174,428

	Monmouthshire & Newport
	132,000

	Neath Port Talbot
	40,000

	Pembrokeshire
	119,248

	Swansea
	112,397

	Vale of Glamorgan
	146,800

	
	1,500,975


Please ensure that Ramblers locally is well represented on these local authority generated partnerships that are likely to work closely with the local access forums. 

So what does this all mean for volunteers – a great opportunity for the following:  

To recap our request to volunteers please: 

· Tell your AM of your support for the coastal access zone and the need for new legislation 

· Get to know your coast and its access problems (identify solutions)

· Join the local coastal access partnership 

· Focus on hard cases 

· Identify new circular routes 

· Organise inclusive coastal walks 

Footpath News 

Rights of Way Improvement Plans ROWIPs 

Lead volunteers handling the RA’s response to each of the draft rights of way improvement plans in Wales have been working hard to provide a consistent response to drafts as they become available. The services of John Trevelyan have been engaged as a consultant and he will be scrutinising and providing comments on each of the ROWIP’s as they become available. John’s comments will be made available to each of our lead volunteers to incorporate into their responses where appropriate.

On the downside, there are still a number of ROWIP’s to be produced and it is likely that at least three authorities will miss the November deadline altogether. We need to monitor this situation and apply pressure where necessary. Political pressure has already been brought to bear by Jane Davidson AM Minister for Sustainability and Housing to reinforce the legal obligation that local authorities have regarding these plans.

Particular concern is to see that public paths are legally recorded, properly maintained and well promoted.  So we want to see that definitive maps and statements will be brought up to date; if and how authorities propose to prioritise path maintenance; what proposals there are for coastal access and for linking to access land plus local priorities.  To date the plans vary a great deal so we have asked John Trevelyan to look at them closely with us.  John’s knowledge plus the detailed local knowledge of our lead volunteers will enable us to make the most of this final consultation phase.  Your ROWIP should be on your local authority’s website.

ROWIP consultation deadlines are given below: 

 Completed Consultations (10)

	Anglesey 

	Brecon Beacons National Park Authority 

	Caerphilly CBC

	Swansea

	Merthyr Tydfil CBC 

	Monmouthshire CC

	Powys CC

	Rhondda Cynon Taff

	Vale of Glam CC

	Cardiff


Consulting (5)

	Authority 
	Closing Date 2007

	Blaenau Gwent 
	TBC

	Gwynedd
	10 August 

	Pembrokeshire 
	27 September 

	Wrexham 
	17 August

	Carmarthenshire
	11 October


Consultation dates to be announced:

	 Authority 

	Bridgend 

	Ceredigion 

	Conwy 

	Denbighshire 

	Flintshire 

	Neath Port Talbot

	Newport 

	Torfaen


Conwy Campaign  

The Campaign Working Group has achieved one of their main campaign aims of an enforcement officer for Conwy to tackle path blockages. The new enforcement officer has already made significant progress in dealing with the backlog of path problems in Conwy and we will continue to monitor his progress.

The campaign team has also made approaches to the 33 Community Councils in Conwy and this has generated significant interest in local path issues. Sylvia Challinore, Chair of Llanrwst Town Council attended a recent North Wales footpath training day and is now working closely with the RA to develop local maintenance initiatives in that community. A further 7 Community Councils have also expressed interest in working with the campaign team to help achieve improvements to their own local path networks.

The Conwy campaign working group are still interested in hearing from volunteers who would like to get involved in the campaign.  Please contact mikem@ramblers.org.uk for more information on how you could help.  

Footpaths Training 

22nd September saw the second South Wales training day held at the Welsh Institute of Sport in Cardiff. 16 Volunteers attended the event and through a series of basic footpath law presentations, a quiz and group exercises sought to improve their skill and knowledge on footpath matters. A trophy was presented to the winning team which was headed by Maggie Thomas, footpath volunteers from Caerphilly...Maggie…Bring back our trophy!!! 

Promoting Walking News  

Cerrig Camu/ Stepping Stones 

Please could group co-ordinators submit their claim forms by the end of October.

A Cerrig Camu/ Stepping Stones walks leader training day is being organised for Saturday, 27th October from 10am to 3pm in Newport.  It is free (including lunch!) and open to all (no experience necessary).  

Rail Rambles

Would you like your walks using the train to be included in the new all-Wales Rail Rambles programme distributed to railway station across Wales?  Then submit your walk or walks by 19th October.

Festival of Winter Walks

Has your group organised walks between 26th December and 2nd January?  Then advertise them on the Ramblers on-line walks finder to further promote your walks to members and non-members.  This is the perfect time for people looking to kick start their new years resolution.  All grades and distances can be included.  Bilingual poster blanks are available from Ramblers Cymru.

Walking Festivals - tip

Do you (or your local group) lead walks for your local walking festival?  Then why not ask the organisers for a Ramblers logo to be placed by the name of the walk leader to denote that you are a Ramblers walk leader.

Please contact Anwen Parker for more information on all things Promoting Walking.

Countryside and Environment News 

Our recent countryside campaigner Martin Dowson has moved to Sheffield having done an excellent job. The Ramblers Welsh Executive has indicated it would like greater priority for footpaths work and is also concerned that we seek to cover coastal access. The logic for this is the recent strategic plan discussions, staff views and the apparent difficulty of building the countryside volunteer network. So the Welsh Executive’s request for increased capacity has lead to the creation of a new role called Projects and Funding Officer, in the light of this we will seek to cover countryside and environment work as below:

Planning: Volunteer support – the footpaths training sessions will now include an element on local development plans with encouragement to footpaths volunteers to safeguard the countryside from a walker’s perspective.

Countryside Guidance Notes- these will be available shortly and the Wales team has contributed to the redrafting of these. 
Local development plans –Ramblers Cymru will provide central administration for development plan (LDP information and consultation).  An advisory ‘checklist’ will be sent with each consultation to guide area and group responses to their local authorities.

Particular projects will be led by Areas such as the Valleys Regional Park, which Glamorgan area will lead.

Climate Change: the GB team will develop The RA (GB) position on this with advice from Wales. 

Energy: We will recruit a consultant to advise RA Areas and Groups on cases (particularly wind energy) for which advice is requested. 

Sustainable Transport:  The Promoting Walking Officer is taking rail rambles ahead and we will keep the progress of the WAG Transport Strategy under review.  

Members will have heard that the Severn Barrage will receive a further detailed study; our view is that the impact will be greater than the benefits. 

Other news 

Norman Slater. Sadly, Norman died on 26 September 2007.  He was an inspiration offering his commitment, energy and humour to Ramblers. He contributed strategically whilst serving on the Welsh Executive and Glamorgan Area Committees and to the Cardiff Group in many thoughtful and practical ways.

	


