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CIRCULAR WO1/09 


                                                       January 2009

To: WCEC, Area and Group Secretaries, Footpaths, Access, Countryside and Promoting Walking Officers and LAF contacts.  

           From: Wales Office 

    WALES MATTERS

In this occasional bulletin we bring you up to date with Ramblers Cymru news in Wales.  Do let us have any news you would like to share.  Do please send it on to your fellow volunteers.
Volunteer Survey 

Here’s a great chance to tell Ramblers Cymru what you think of your role as a ramblers volunteer. To complete the    survey do go to http://www.ramblers.org.uk/wales/Ramblers+Cymru+Volunteer+Survey+2008.htm 
We would be very happy to have additional comments.

COMMUNITY WALKING PROJECT
 Angela Charlton has just joined the staff to develop work to identify the key factors which make walking groups sustainable by working with groups on the ground and through research with Aberystwyth University.  Welcome to Angela.   

Volunteer Day, Swansea, MARCH 28th 2009

Ramblers Cymru invites you to attend our Volunteer Day on March 28th 2009, at the Keir Hardie Building, Swansea University, between 9.30 and 4pm.

This fun and active day will include a lively mix of presentations, group activities and open discussion. The day is intended for members who are already volunteering with Ramblers as well as those with an interest in becoming involved; we would also like to hear your thoughts on how Ramblers Cymru engages with volunteers. Volunteers from all over south Wales can meet up and inspire each other. There will be a session for those hard-to-answer questions – do send them to us in advance. 

Here are some of the topics we will cover: 
· So you think you know about footpaths do you? Join Mike on a trip through the history of the humble footpath and test your knowledge in his interactive group quiz.

· Everything you ever wanted to know about leading a walk....well, some of it!  What makes a good walk? with Audrey.

· Hear the latest on the exciting Round Wales Coastal Path with Robert and Beverley

· People want to walk in company locally – Angela has some good ideas to take this forward.

    A 30 min walk will be arranged at lunchtime in this attractive area of Swansea, close to the park and the beach.

Not forgetting….everyone attending the Volunteer Day will get the chance to win a prize which is a bottle of champagne! 

Booking forms will be sent out shortly and should be returned to James Norman james.norman@ramblers.org.uk   in Ramblers Cymru office.

RAMBLERS ROADSHOW on the new logo and brand Swansea 23rd February. 

The Ramblers has a new brand (volunteers ideas have been important in this).  A roadshow to present the new brand and identity to members has been arranged in Swansea for February 23rd at the Salvation Army, Richardson Street, Swansea Tea and coffee will be provided from 10.30 and the workshops will start at 11.00. We will finish at 15.00 and lunch will be provided.  This will be an opportunity to see the brand ahead of the official launch on March 2nd.  

Please book via jancy.davies@ramblers.org.uk  020 7339 852 (Central office) 

Walking Routes in Glamorgan Area (and beyond)   

SUMMARY   This is a proposal that Glamorgan Area consider identifying a network of walking routes so that we have ideas to discuss with Valleys Regional Park (VRP).  VRP will be handling the next phase of European money (convergence funding).   The Area is asked to investigate how and what information groups hold on their walks as a starting point and develop a project thereafter. 

Glamorgan Area has been in contact with Valleys Regional Park (VRP) and had a presentation from Berry Coffman. So is aware of some of the projects proposed which have included ideas for walking and cycling routes. Could the groups and walkers in Glamorgan identify a network of such routes – some will already be known – but could these be improved and could they link up better.  New routes could be proposed too.  Such a network could be for local people and visitors who want longer walks but also there would be great value in collecting together ideas for short walks 2 miles or so which would compliment the longer walks and probably be used more frequently. We would need to feel confident that any such routes we propose would be used.  Routes with themes and interest to them would offer more to people walking but South Wales is so rich in history that it would be hard to find routes without such gems!   Liaison would be needed with adjacent areas.  This is not happening in isolation and local authorities and Rights of Way Improvement Plans will also have good ideas.  Ramblers Glamorgan Area can offer a volunteer, user perspective across a big area – especially if this work is joined up with adjacent areas.  
 Assuming members see merit in developing walking in Glamorgan Area in this way then the first stage could be to collect together information on how groups record their walks and what is recorded e.g. is it in walk leaders heads, is there a card index system or something more sophisticated?   
An Area volunteer to lead on collecting this information would be great and to liaise with Greater Gwent and Carmarthenshire in time. In due course such information will be storable on the web – as part of our new developments.    Contact Mike Mills. 

Sustrans ideas are at http://www.sustrans.org.uk/webfiles/Wales%20General/vcn_web.pdf
We have a project idea with CCW to look at the signage on promoted routes (a particular interest of Minister Jane Davidson) and this will tie in well with the idea above.  

Footpath Training

Dates have now been set for footpath training and these are as follows:

· North Wales Basic - 6th June 09 - Venue TBC but probably Glasdir Centre, Llanrwst

· Mid Wales Basic   - 20th June 09 – venue TBC but probably Royal Welsh Showground
· South Wales Basic - 12th Sept 09 – Venue TBC but probably Swansea or Neath Port Talbot

· Wales Advanced Training 26th Sept 09 – Considering the Royal Welsh Showground or Plas Dolerw.
NEW PROJECTS   

Promoting Walking -projects in development examples below:
Engaging more walkers 
ETrails - Walking enhancement tool – Downloadable walks/routes and other content to make the walking experience more informative and enjoyable.

Two pilot projects are being developed in Wales:

Hay Festival – Digital Walk which will have podcast, images and information on local historical feature all served up in a wide range of ways including texts to mobile phones.
Pembrokeshire Coastal walk (section St David’s to Newgale) – This is a walk to be featured in the next edition of Walk magazine. It will be the first digital walk made available by Ramblers to a wide audience working with partners including Google; it will deliver content supplied by Pembrokeshire National Park, National Museum Wales and Cadw
ETracker - Builds on the functionality of eTrails by collecting physical activity data which the user will be able upload onto interactive web site to monitor their own ‘well being improvement plan’   Pilot being championed by Helen Lloyd Jones.

Welsh Walks Data Base – A new Ramblers web site for launch September 2009 will include a new self-guided walks data base.
Themed Walks Project - Creating new partnerships with organisations which already run walks programmes and develop new innovative and exciting themes e.g. a possible opera walk with Wales National Opera and Walk your way to Welsh with Cardiff University 

New projects continued….

Walking Environments projects in development examples below:
Path reporting – A proposal to introduce an electronic system of reporting linked to the Countryside Access Management system used by most of the local authorities in Wales has been submitted to WAG and CCW.
Sustainable Travel Town (STT) - A project with Cardiff Council to develop ‘walking tool kit’ to promote delivery of the STT project, Cardiff is the proposed ‘Pathfinder project’ for STT in Wales and any practise we develop here could be rolled out into other areas of Wales.
Rail Rambles

The new Rail Ramble programme has been printed and distributed - many thanks to Gwyn Lewis for his tremendous work on this.   If your Group is not yet taking part please have a chat with Gwyn or contact Anwen in the Ramblers Cymru office.  You may already have walks in your programme which could easily become a Rail Ramble for the next programme; deadline mid May 2009.   
Get Walking Day 30th MAY 2009   

In 2009 we would like your help to make Get Walking Day bigger and better than the first!  Do you have a walk already organised on the 30th May or around that date?  Then make it a Get Walking Day walk.  If it's not already on the walks finder then please put it on or if you need help with the walks finder ask Anwen or Alex Marshal or Gwyn Lewis for help.
COMMUNITIES ON FOOT PROJECT 
An exciting new Ramblers project Communities on Foot project is being set up in Neath Port Talbot to improve footpath condition and opportunities for walking by empowering C&TCs (or local residents groups) to take a proactive approach to footpath improvement and walking promotion in their area.  With the benefit of a £20,000 grant from Countryside Council this will be an opportunity to explore new ways of developing walks and walking and we hope to expand this into other local authorities. 
Ramblers Cymru Staff team   Jan 2008 
