[image: image1.wmf]
Swyddfa Cymru ♦ Wales Office

3 Iard y Cowper ♦ 3 Cooper’s Yard

Ffordd Curran ♦ Curran Rd

Caerdydd ♦ Cardiff

CF10 5NB
Ffôn ♦ Phone: 029 2064 4308

Ffacs ♦ Fax: 029 2064 5187

Ebost♦ Email: cerddwyr@ramblers.org.uk

CIRCULAR WO5/08 






    September 2008

To: WCEC, Area and Group Secretaries, Footpaths, Access, Countryside and Promoting Walking Officers and LAF contacts.  

From: Wales Office 

    WALES MATTERS

In this occasional bulletin we bring you up to date with Ramblers’ news in Wales.  Do let us have any news you would like to share.  
Volunteer day  

             Dec 6th Swansea University 10-4pm
Volunteer Day will be a day to meet up with fellow Ramblers Cymru volunteers and get an update on what is happening on the Wales scene. You have made several suggestions for topics to be covered.  The first event in Swansea will be an experiment and we will adjust it for other parts of Wales.

Welsh Council 2009 
March 14th and 15th 
This annual gathering of Ramblers volunteers is significant as it elects the Welsh Council Executive, advises Ramblers Cymru and has a jolly good time! Adventures on foot in the Flintshire countryside are a key part of the weekend as are entertaining walking based discussions. Welsh Council will be in North Wales and based at the Springfield Hotel overlooking the Dee Estuary   Free places are available for most Ramblers volunteers e.g footpaths, countryside, etc; Areas have two places and Groups have one.  
Walkers are Welcome Conference 

Walkers are Welcome enables communities to gain accredited status to join the growing band of villages and towns which have qualified as Walkers are Welcome communities e.g Prestatyn and Meliden, Pentrefoelas and Church Stretton.  The second annual conference will be held on 25th/26th October 2008 in Prestatyn. http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk
Robert Hanna new Projects and Funding officer
We are delighted that Robert Hanna has joined us as new Projects and Funding officer. Rob has been tasked with raising funds and developing new projects to support the Five year plan, which will require identifying some new partners. His background and experience includes working in both national, local government, non-government and the private sectors, including five years with Countryside Commission on project strategy and policy and work with a local authority on countryside planning issues including some developments on rights of way. He is keen to develop his knowledge of the Welsh landscapes, and hopes to help volunteers develop new projects which will improve walkers’ opportunities locally. 

Richard Jones has left the role to take up a wonderful opportunity at the National Childminding Association.  

Access 
Coastal Access 

The Welsh press has been full of news of improved coastal access. Ramblers Cymru volunteers are playing a key role in most areas including in the new 60 mile Ceredigion coast path and the new route across Cardiff Bay Barrage from the Norwegian church to the Barrage thereby connecting Cardiff and Penarth. Cardiff Group and Ceredigion Ramblers have developed strong partnerships with coastal path officers to make these projects happen. Such close working exists in much of Wales.  The new coastal access money for which we successfully lobbied has been very important but the continuing volunteer work to identify the best possible options has been the key.   We recently learned that Welsh Assembly government is not committing to maintenance for the route; this would come about if it were designated as a national trail such as Offa’s Dyke, Glyndwr’s Way or the Pembrokeshire Coast Path. 

Statutory access framework powers for Wales will be in the forthcoming Marine Bill but the details which will be specific for England will not apply to Wales. It will be for the National Assembly for Wales to decide what those details should be. Ramblers Cymru and other user organisations are keen to see responsible public access to beaches, cliffs and adjacent land. At present the coastal path is securing linear access and we would like this path set in a wider corridor of access.  
Fences on wild land in the Beacons. 
Ramblers Cymru value wild, open landscape such as exist in the Brecon Beacons. When foot and mouth hit in 2001 we agreed to the erection of a handful of stock-management fences high in the mountains on common land. We agreed on the understanding that they would be temporary and arrangements made during their 5 year life for sheep management without fencing. The commoners would like to retain the fences and welsh Assembly government has said the Penderyn Manor fence needs to be removed.  We are putting options to the Brecon Beacons Local access forum to help the commoners whilst restoring the open nature of the landscape. 

Footpaths 

ROWIPs

The good news is that all remaining ROWIPs in Wales have now been finalised and, with the exception of Bridgend, Neath Port Talbot and Blaenau Gwent, they have all been adopted. It is understood that the three remaining authorities will adopt their plans by the end of October 2008.
South Wales Training

Places are still available on the basic footpath training day scheduled for 22nd November 2008. The event will take place in Llandarcy in Neath Port Talbot. Please contact Celia Parri on celia.parri@ramblers.org.uk if you would like to book a place.

Promoting Walking 

If your group would like to participate in Rail Rambles (or bus rambles) then please let Anwen know: anwen.parker@ramblers.org.uk.
 Programmes are also available from the office.

Welsh Council 2008 
The resolutions which were agreed at our very successful Welsh Council 2008 covered the following subjects:

1   Fresh Air: Firm Ground 

Welsh Council welcomes the Ramblers new 5 year Strategy for 2008-13.  It notes that Welsh Council, its Executive and staff have made a significant contribution to development of the Strategy and agrees that a plan for Ramblers Cymru will be developed to complement Fresh Air: Firm Ground 

2   Parish Paths Partnerships 

This Welsh Council believes that the English Parish Paths Partnerships scheme has relevance for Wales and urges WCEC to investigate further as a matter of priority. 

3   Tir Gofal and permissive paths

Welsh Council urges Ramblers Cymru to seek improvement in the development of permissive paths under the Tir Gofal scheme, in particular:

· consultation on ideas and proposals for new paths and 

· improvement in  the promotion and publicity which Welsh Assembly Government gives to all permissive paths on Tir Gofal land. 

Such paths are paid for with public money so they should deliver a public need, complement the public path network and be widely publicised. 

5 Motorised Recreation in the Cambrian Mountains 

That this RA Welsh Council, aware of the Cambrian Mountains Pilot Project for Motorised Vehicles, asks both RA Wales officers and Groups and Areas in the Cambrian Mountains to do all in their power to prevent damage to this sensitive and tranquil part of Wales  and the sustainability of the planet. 

6  Coastal Access 

Welsh Council calls upon the Welsh Assembly Government to ensure that the coastal access provisions in the draft Marine Bill are applied to Wales. It further calls on the Welsh Assembly Government to develop agri-environment measures to benefit the Coastal Access Corridor.  

7.  Planning and Rights of Way

Ramblers Cymru urges Welsh Assembly Government to:

A)  implement in Wales, the amendment to the T&CP (General Development Procedure) Order 1995 so that developers submit at the outline planning stage,  the Standard Application Form “Site and Other Plans”  that list  “all public rights of way crossing or adjacent to the site”

and:

B) issue instructions to planning authorities to check all planning applications against the definitive map to ensure that public rights of way are protected as required by T&CP Act 1990.
Minister opens new long-distance walking trail
Wat’s Dyke is a new trail in North East Wales.  Please see:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/7611435.stm
http://www.watsdykeway.org/1.html
New NHS Video

The Ramblers (Met Walkers and GWKW project) feature in this short video created by the NHS to encourage people to take up walking for health.

 

http://www.nhs.uk/video/pages/medialibrary.aspx?Page=1&Filter=&Id={566D865E-6FDB-4988-8F57-E47D2AED4996}&Tag=Fitness%20and%20nutrition&Uri=video/2008/August/Pages/Walkinggroups.aspx
 

It is a great opportunity for the Ramblers to get some exposure on the NHS choices website.

 

 

