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                       April 2008

To: WCEC, Area and Group Secretaries, Footpaths, Access, Countryside, Promoting Walking Officers and LAF contacts.  

From: Wales Office 

WALES MATTERS

In this occasional bulletin we bring you up to date with Ramblers’ news in Wales.  Do let us have any news you would like to share.  Please circulate to your fellow volunteers.
        Coastal Access 
Many of you will have heard of the good news that the Marine Bill has provisions for coastal access in England this will be a combination of a path and open access land to fill the gaps with a 10 year funded programme of Natural England working with local authorities. The evidence suggests that Wales needs similar provisions. The programme to improve infrastructure was announced in 2006 and in its second year of funding with the aim of a coast path by 2012. In 2005 Countryside Council for Wales identified that 40% of the Welsh coast did not have secure public access so we anticipate there will be many gaps to fill.  Is using public money for substantial amounts of compensation good value?  At the Royal Welsh Show 2007 Minister Jane Davidson AM said that statutory access should “complement” and “add value” to the current infrastructure based programme. Welsh Assembly Government is waiting for advice from CCW on this and then will consult. To make our case at the consultation stage we will need examples of the gaps which it is difficult to fill – please send these through to the office. Ramblers in Ynys Mon are working with the local authority to help fill gaps - but we need a register of these problems so please let us have details.  If the problems are resolved we can then remove them from the register.   

**You can read more on the draft Marine Bill’s provisions for access at:  http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/marinebill/

    Welsh Council 12/13th April 2008.
Sixty Ramblers from across Wales will be attending the annual meeting of Welsh Council at the Marine Hotel.  The new Chief Executive Tom Franklin will be with us to lead a discussion on Ramblers’ activities over the next five years, attenders will also discuss our brand and motions on Tir Gofal, parish paths partnerships, motorised recreation and agri environment schemes will be debated.  We will be joined by local Ramblers- please let us know if you would like to come as a day visitor. 

Rail Rambles
Rail Rambles is on the look out for MORE walks to put into the next programme which begins in July and runs for 6 months. 
Please send walks by 18th April to anwen.parker@ramblers.org.uk.  The walks should start and finish from a railway station and can be any length or grade.  To see the current programme visit www.ramblers.org.uk/wales and click on Rail Rambles. 

Walking Festivals 
If you would to add your walking festival onto the walking events page on the Ramblers web-site then please contact Rosie Hayes or email rosie.hayes@ramblers.org.uk.

Local Council Elections May 1st 2008
Remember to ask your local prospective councillor for their interest and support on walking, paths and access.  In particular their support for coastal access and the local Rights of way Improvement Plan woud be of great benefit.

Registered status details on printed and published material
Please ensure that the following wording is written legibly on all new or re-printed materials (and emails and webpages):  “The Ramblers’ Association is a company limited by guaranteed, registered in England and Wales.  Company registration number: 4458492.  Registered Charity in England and Wales number: 1093577.  Registered office: 2nd Floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London. SE1 7TW.”  

Highway Code Revisions
The Highway Code was recently re-published and since then, we have been receiving queries over the definition of “large groups” and the advice to stick to the left of the road.  Section 5 of the Code reads:  Organised walks: Large groups of people walking together should use a pavement if available; if one is not, they should keep to the left.  The RA is still advising walking groups to keep to the right side of the road so that they are walking towards approaching traffic, crossing over when you are about to approach the inside of a bend.  The Highway Code is referring to organised marches or sponsored walks, with numbers much higher than those participating in RA led walks.  Advice about walking on roads can be found on our website:  www.ramblers.org.uk/info/practical/safety.html#roads.
Dealing with Footpath Problems
One of the most common requests received at Wales office is for advice in dealing with footpath problems and in particular those relating to obstructions and maintenance that make the footpath network difficult or impossible to use. In most cases, problems such as these can be resolved quite quickly and easily using procedures already provided for under Section 63 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act to force local authorities to deal with obstructions http://www.ramblers.org.uk/footpaths/problems/formalrequest.html  or, in the case of  maintenance, use of  Section 56 to compel local authorities to enforce their duty to maintain their public rights of way. http://www.ramblers.org.uk/footpaths/research/advicenote13.html The links provided above take you to comprehensive advice notes provided on the Ramblers’ Association website. People who do not want to get involved in the process can send it to the local Ramblers Cymru volunteer direct or through the Wales office. 

Y Cerddwr/Welsh Rambler 
We are pleased with the new issue and hope you enjoy it, please do let us have any comments. A few members have received duplicate copies. This was an error by the mailing house and they offer apologies for any inconvenience.  Thanks to those who let us know of the problem. 

Festival of Winter Walks
 20th anniversary
26th December 2008 – 4th January 2009

This year the festival will be celebrating 20 years!  The event, launched to encourage people to get out walking, has become our key walking event and its popularity is getting bigger each year.  To help celebrate the 20th anniversary of the festival, we would like each Group to put on at least one walk during this year’s event.  Themed walks are the single best way to promote our walks to the public; they are interesting, people-friendly, and the media like to cover them.  Apart from basic information try to describe your walk in the most appealing way you can!  Please contact Mariusz Wilczynski for further information.

New staff email addresses
Following the installation of a new server, staff email addresses have now changed.  The standard email address is now the full name of the member of staff with a full stop between the first name and the surname.  For example, Richard Jones’ email changes from richardj@ramblers.org.uk to richard.jones@ramblers.org.uk.  The old and new email formats will work concurrently for a while but it is recommended that the new email format is used from now on.

ROWIP Progress in production
At time of writing we know that nine authorities have now formally adopted their ROWIP.

	Authorities that have adopted their ROWIP 

	Authority 
	Date Adopted 

	Brecon Beacons National Park Authority 
	26th June 2007 

	Rhondda Cynon Taff County Borough Council 
	3rd July 2007 

	Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council 
	25th July 2007 

	Monmouthshire County Council 
	3rd October 2007 

	Vale of Glamorgan County Council 
	3rd October 2007 

	Caerphilly County Borough Council 
	8th October 2007 

	Powys County Council 
	25th October 2007 

	City and County of Swansea 
	25th October 2007 

	Wrexham 
	November 2007 

	Authorities that have completed consultation 

	Authority 
	Consultation Dates (finish date) 

	Isle of Anglesey County Council 
	3 August 2007 

	Gwynedd Council 
	10 August 2007 

	Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council 
	13 August 2007 

	Cardiff Council 
	11 September 2007 

	Pembrokeshire (County Council and National Park Authority) 
	27 September 2007 

	Carmarthenshire County Council 
	12 October 2007 

	Torfaen County Borough Council 
	19 February 2008 

	Newport County Borough Council 
	7 March 2008 


A further eight authorities have completed consultation on their Draft ROWIP but to our knowledge have not yet adopted their Plan. 

We know that two authorities are currently consulting on their Draft ROWIP. 
	Current consultations 

	Authority 
	Consultation Dates (finish date) 

	Conwy County Borough Council 
	30 May 2008 

	Neath Port Talbot
	26th June 08


The following five authorities have not yet consulted on their Draft ROWIP so there will 
still be an opportunity, during a 12-week consultation, to contribute to the ROWIP in the
 following authorities
	Future consultations 

	Authority 
	Consultation Date (start date) 

	Bridgend County Borough Council 
	Unknown 

	Ceredigion County Council 
	Unknown 

	Denbighshire County Council 
	June/July 2008 

	Flintshire County Council 
	Unknown 
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