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December 2007

To: WCEC, Area and Group Secretaries, Footpaths, Access, Countryside, 
Promoting Walking and LAF contacts.  

From: Wales Office 

WALES MATTERS

In this occasional bulletin we bring you up to date with Ramblers’ news in Wales.  Do let us have any news you would like to share.  

Introduction 
This is our Season’s Greetings message to you all, wishing you a Happy Christmas and a great New Year from Anwen, Beverley, Celia, Clare and Mike.   

Below we update you on some December news including the very successful Footpaths Workshop and give you a quick rundown on 2007 and plans for 2008. 

NEWS 
Footpath Workshops

Our footpath training workshops in Wales continue to gather momentum with the latest event attracting 46 Ramblers Cymru members, local councillors and volunteers who came together at the Plas Dolerw in mid Wales on Saturday 1st December. This is the first time that our training workshops have been opened up to other organisations and it was particularly satisfying to see so many local councilors taking the time to join with us to learn how they can work in their communities to improve footpaths at the local level.

The event was opened by Mick Bates AM, Chair and founder member of the cross party Sustainability, Environment and Housing Committee and Assembly Member for Montgomeryshire who paid tribute to the work being done by all our members and volunteers. Further training workshops are planned for early in the New Year (dates to 
follow) and if the success of this most recent event is anything to go by, early booking is highly recommended.

Please call Mike Mills on 029 2064 4308 or email mikem@ramblers.org.uk for information on future events
NEWS 

Festival of Winter Walks 
26 Dec 07 - 2 Jan 08 

This is (we believe) Wales’ biggest walking festival.   Thanks to everyone for organising walks for this event, please be ready to extend a warm welcome to all whether new or old friends.  We hope the weather is great and that the walks are really popular and successful. 
Thank you

It is always a good time to say thank you – the end of the year particularly so. A big thank you to all the Ramblers Cymru volunteers for all your efforts whether safeguarding paths, checking out access land, pioneering coastal access or making the tea. 
Looking forward to 2008 

Ramblers Cymru's volunteers and staff will in 2008

*develop a new project working with Town and Community Councils 

*launch a Wales wide rail- rambles programme 
*support volunteers protecting footpaths and contribute to the developing Rights of Way Improvement Plans (new money in the pipeline) 

*contribute to the coastal access improvement project which includes a 800 mile route round Wales by 2012 and build support for a responsible statutory right of coastal access.

*support members enjoying walks and broaden walking opportunities to more people through Stepping Stones and rail rambles

Highlights of 2007 

Promoting Walking 

*Cerrig Camu/ Stepping Stones project resulted in 7,540 people boosting their physical activity by taking part in 531 walks, each between 3-5 miles in length. These walks were run by Ramblers Cymru groups and brought forth 1,500 new walkers.  We trained 211 volunteer walks leaders. 

 * We began developing Rail Rambles across Wales building on existing excellent initiatives such as the Mid Wales walks to deliver a full programme of rail and eventually bus- based walks. 

 * Prestatyn and Meliden was the first Walkers are Welcome community in Wales and Jane Davidson AM and Assembly Minister, made an award to Malcolm Wilkinson on behalf of the community, (Malcolm is also the Ramblers Cymru vice Chairman). The award was made on our stand at the Royal Welsh Show. 

 

Protecting the integrity of footpath network 

 

*Our Conwy campaign achieved one of its key aims of an enforcement officer. 

 *Fifty volunteers have enjoyed footpaths based training.  

 *We acted to protect the vital indicator showing Wales-wide the state of the network, this performance indicator shows that just 41% of Welsh paths are easy to use.  

 *We submitted robust responses to fourteen local authority draft Rights of Way Improvement Plans.

Coastal access 

*We are still seeking statutory access but are pleased that work is progressing on a coastal path and that £1.5 million was allocated to local authorities for coastal access

Protecting the outdoor environment

*We responded to relevant Assembly consultations and with local communities organised six wind farm awareness walks in the Western Valleys which were attended by hundreds of people. 
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