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CIRCULAR WO 07/07 






        
November 2007

To: WCEC, Area and Group Secretaries, Footpaths, Access, Countryside, Promoting Walking and LAF contacts.  

From: Wales Office 

WALES MATTERS

In this occasional bulletin we bring you up to date with Ramblers’ news in Wales.  Do let us have any news you would like to share.  

Jane Davidson AM Minister for Sustainabilty, Environment and Housing 
Jane has been our Vice President for several years and helped the Ramblers in many ways, she has now resigned as she is the Minister covering our interests in the Welsh Assembly Government – this is standard practice. She is a keen walker, donning her boots whenever she can.  She has told Y Cerddwr Welsh Rambler that she shares our vision for coastal access. We thank Jane for her contribution as Vice President and hope to meet her out walking! 

Promoting Walking News

Cerrig Camu/Stepping Stones

If your Group organises Cerrig Camu/ Stepping Stones short walks then don’t forget to claim your money for the 
6 months ending Sept 07.
Festival of Winter Walks – did you know?
The Festival’s walks can be any length and any grade.  

If your Group has walks during the week 26th December until 2nd January why not include them as part of the Festival.

Your walks would not only be advertised via your usual group channels but also on the Ramblers walks finder.  Special poster blanks are also available.
The Festival has a proven track record of attracting new walkers (and therefore potential new members!) and with the added incentive to new members of a 20% discount off the annual membership fee, you just can’t go wrong!

New Introduce a Friend scheme  

We are pleased to announce a new and exciting scheme available to all Ramblers members. 

Each member who introduces a friend to membership of the Ramblers will get a £10 Rohan voucher to redeem against purchases of £50 or more at Rohan stores or online at www.rohan.co.uk 

To take advantage of this scheme, members will have to use the tear-out card which can be found in walk magazine, starting from the Winter 07 issue. Alternatively, members can visit www.ramblers.org.uk/gift where they can print off a special joining form, or call 020 7339 8595.

One voucher will be issued for both single and joint memberships and offer applies to standard and reduced rates alike. The vouchers will be valid until 31st December 2008.

This is a fantastic opportunity for the Ramblers to sign up new members and reward existing members who decide to participate in the scheme. 

Ramblers’ Web-site -
Committee Members Section
Have you visited the Committee Members section on the Ramblers web-site yet?  It’s full of useful info including Guidelines for Areas and Groups on insurance and job descriptions for all the volunteer roles.  So if your Group has volunteers lined up for a vacancy then you can print off the job description for them.
http://www.ramblers.co.uk/members/
For a username and password 
please either email volunteer@ramblers.org.uk or telephone 0207 3398 500.

Footpath News
Rights of Way Improvement Plans
Despite the political pressure brought to bear by Jane Davidson AM, Minister for Sustainability and Housing, to reinforce the legal obligation that local authorities have to produce their rights of way improvement plans, the deadline of 1st November has now come and gone and predictably, many authorities have failed to meet it or indeed even get to the draft consultation stage with their plans. The table below shows the current state of play for all authorities in Wales.
John Trevelyan, the consultant we have engaged to look at the final drafts, together with our own lead volunteers wiil continue to comment on the remaining plans as they are made available although the whole process is now likely to drag on well into the New Year. This is very disappointing given the five years that local authorities have already had to produce these plans.
ROWIP consultation progress by authority:
The following tables set out which stages in production of ROWIP local authorities have reached at time of writing.  The dates included relate to the production of the Draft ROWIP.  In addition, some authorities have sought views at earlier opportunities on their Assessment reports and received responses from CCW.  Where this is the case, a tick is shown under the title ‘Pre Draft Consultation’ in the tables below.  Where authorities sought and received responses from CCW on significantly revised drafts after the formal consultation a tick is shown under the title ‘Post Draft Consultation’ below.  

Consultations Expected 

The following 8 authorities have not, as of 1st November 2007, consulted on their Draft ROWIP. 

	Authority
	Consultation Date 
	Pre Draft Consultation



	Bridgend County Borough Council


	Unknown
	

	Ceredigion County Council


	October/November 2007


	

	Conwy County Borough Council


	October 2007
	(

	Denbighshire County Council


	Unknown
	

	Flintshire County Council


	Unknown
	(

	Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council 
	Unknown
	

	Newport  City Council


	Unknown
	(

	Torfaen County Borough Council


	Unknown
	


Consultation Completed 

The following 15 authorities have completed their consultation on their Draft ROWIP and have received responses from the RA and CCW.
	Authority
	Pre Draft Consultation
	Post Draft Consultation

	Brecon Beacons National Park Authority *


	(
	(

	Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council *


	
	(

	Powys County Council *


	
	

	Vale of Glamorgan County Council *


	(
	

	Rhondda Cynon Taff County Borough Council


	(
	

	City and County of Swansea


	
	

	Monmouthsire County Council *


	
	

	Isle of Anglesey County Council


	(
	

	Gwynedd Council


	(
	

	Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council


	(
	

	Cardiff Council
	(
	

	Pembrokeshire (County Council and National Park Authority)


	(
	

	Carmarthenshire County Council


	(
	


To date, the following authorities have confirmed that they have adopted their final ROWIP.

	Authority


	Date Adopted

	Brecon Beacons National Park Authority


	26th June 2007

	Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council


	25th July 2007

	Monmouthshire County Council
	3rd October 2007

	Vale of Glamorgan County Council 
	3rd October 2007

	Powys County Council
	25th October 2007

	Wrexham County Borough Council


	(

	Caerphilly County Borough Council


	(


Please check with your own local authorities if you require copies of these plans.
Conclusion 
So to conclude, 5 authorities have adopted their final ROWIP.  A further 10 authorities have completed consultation and may be in a position to adopt and publish their final ROWIP in the near future, however, this will be dependent on their ability to address representations made on the Draft ROWIP, make any amendments to the ROWIP in response to representations, take the ROWIP through the council’s own approvals processes and finally prepare and publish the final ROWIP. 

ROWIPs for the 8 authorities that have yet to consult on their first draft plans will be delayed by more than 12 weeks to allow for consultation and the final stages required to complete the Plans.   

Conwy Campaign  

The Campaign Working Group has achieved one of their main campaign aims of an enforcement officer for Conwy to tackle path blockages. The new enforcement officer has already made significant progress in dealing with the backlog of path problems in Conwy and we will continue to monitor his progress.

The campaign team has also made approaches to the 33 Community Councils in Conwy and this has generated significant interest in local path issues. Sylvia Challinore, Chair of Llanrwst Town Council attended a recent North Wales footpath training day and is now working closely with the RA to develop local maintenance initiatives in that community. A further 7 Community Councils have also expressed interest in working with the campaign team to help achieve improvements to their own local path networks.

The Conwy campaign working group are still interested in hearing from volunteers who would like to get involved in the campaign.  Please contact mikem@ramblers.org.uk for more information on how you could help.  

New Year…New Campaign!

A new project is planned for the New Year which will see pilot work start with community and town councils in Carmarthenshire to improve path condition. We are keen to hear from local volunteers and members who would like to get involved in this project. Please email mikem@ramblers.org.uk for further information or call the Wales office on 029 2064 4308.
Footpaths Training 

Footpath training in Wales continues to gather pace with the mid and west Wales training day scheduled for 1st December in Newtown, Powys already well over-subscribed. Our apologies to any members or volunteers who have not been able to book a place on this occasion as the venue we are using has limited our numbers to 35. 

There will be a further two training days early next year so watch these bulletins for further information. Early booking is recommended.
ACCESS NEWS
Coastal Access 

Grant aid has been awarded to coastal local authorities and new staff are being appointed. Countryside Council for Wales   has asked local authorities to produce their draft preferred route by the need of November – this will be subject to consultation but any lead volunteers who can get their preferences through to their  local authority quickly wil be in a strong position to influence (a circular advising on this is available).  

We are responding to Countryside Council for Wales’ consultation on the criteria and quality standards for the Wales Coastal Path – we are seeking a permanent, coastal and above the tide, continuous, high quality route for users away from roads, well linked inland with alternatives and links to the coast. We would obviously like National Trail status for the route and have asked for this.  The target for completion for the coast path has been brought forward to 2012 to contribute to promoting physical activity for the Olympics. 
Just a note to remind you of the Ramblers Cymru policy position. We have been considering coastal access for decades and in the light of the CRoW Act’s successful implementation and the incomplete offer in section 3 for coastal access we believe new legislation is urgently needed to provide a corridor of coastal land to include, beaches, foreshore cliffs and coastal land within which  a presumption of coastal access would apply. A code for all and safeguards for wildlife and privacy would apply plus provision for the development of environmentally friendly agriculture of the coast and hence landscape gains. This is our preferred option to a path not least as it would avoid local authorities having to fill gaps incrementally and having to grapple with path creation agreement and order procedures. 

Money for Access

 It’s clear that better access is needed onto/within/ between access land.  WCEC members recently discussed their concerns about access to access land and were keen to encourage members to report to local authorities as access authorities locations where there is a need for gaps, gates or stiles to allow people to enjoy access land. 

We asked CCW if they have specific funding for access. They have replied as below: 
CCW allocated around £1.2m for 2007/8 on all access related grant in aid in Wales. Access to access land is no longer separately identified and promoted, as happened for a couple of years at the start of access land funding, but is simply an eligible element for CCW's grant support for access improvements. It is up to grant applicants to identify such improvement work within their grant application proposals.

ROWIPs, according to the WAG ROWIP Guidance, should identify improvements needed [amongst other things] to and within access land, so we expect to see further access land related work prioritised in the Plans.

Given the constraints on the staff of many LAs, CCW suggests that Ramblers  volunteers inform/work with LAs regarding the need for access land improvements where they come across them [including responding to ROWIP consultations, or other liaison with LAs as appropriate]. 

Tir Gofal 

Public rights of way on Tir Gofal land should be open as a condition of the landowner receiving grant aid.  We are keen to hear from anyone who has recent experience of reporting problems on paths on Tir Gofal land (whether permissive or public rights of way). In Conwy this process has improved whereas in Ceredigion matters are not improving.  We also have to make the case again for access to maps of Tir Gofal paths under the new Minister. (Thanks to David Bateman for pursuing this). 
Forestry Commission
We hope to meet shortly – please do let us have any examples of access difficulties or good practice on the FC estate. 

STAFF
Clare Reader is working with us on a temporary, part time contract.  

We have now appointed to the new post of Projects and Funding officer.  
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