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    January 2008
To: WCEC, Area and Group Secretaries, Footpaths, Access, Countryside, 
and Promoting Walking Officers and LAF contacts.  

From: Wales Office 

WALES MATTERS

In this occasional bulletin we bring you up to date with Ramblers’ news in Wales.  Do let us have any news you would like to share.  

Richard Jones 
New Projects and Funding Officer
We are delighted that Richard Jones has joined the team.  Richard writes:

Shwmae! I’m Richard Jones, the new guy at the Wales office and I’d like to take this opportunity to introduce myself to Ramblers’ volunteers in Wales.

I started work for Ramblers Cymru on 14th January and my job as Projects and Funding Officer will be a broad role across all of our areas of work: promoting walking, rights of way, access and countryside issues. A key part of my work will be to increase the capacity of Ramblers Cymru by fundraising for, developing and managing new projects. Specifically, I will be working with local groups to push forward our campaign for coastal access by 2012.

It’s good to be in touch with Ramblers Cymru volunteers. As the new job develops I hope to work very closely with local volunteers across Wales. Indeed, part of my job will be to develop our volunteering policies and to seek new ways of offering practical support to our volunteers. So, I am looking forward to meeting many of you in the forthcoming weeks and months, and I’d welcome the chance to attend area and group meetings.

A little bit about me. I have worked for 15+ years in the voluntary sector in Wales. I have come from RNID Cymru where I was a Fundraising Manager and before that I worked for Hafal, the mental health charity, Nacro (the crime reduction charity) and the Red Cross. I am originally from Brecon (my Dad worked for the National Park) and I have had a long and passionate interest in walking and mountaineering.

Rail Rambles
The new all-Wales Rail Ramble programme has been distributed to railway stations and tourist information centres across Wales.  
The Cardiff Ramblers braved the rain last Saturday to walk from Cardiff Bay to Taffs Well railway station where they were joined by Jane Davidson for part of the walk.
Some good press coverage was generated for the Rail Rambles programme. 
We are planning a series of events across Wales to publicise the new all-Wales programme.

If your group would like to participate in Rail Rambles (or bus rambles) then please let Anwen know.  Programmes are also available from the office.

Countryside News

Mary Robinson writes: The RA had a great success yesterday (24 Jan 2008) when Denbighshire Council rejected two wind farm applications. One of the matters that concerned local people and councillors too was the danger of flooding if the Clocaenog trees were felled, as would happen if the turbines are built.

Local Access Forum Members
You might like to put your name forward for a Local Access Forum. 

Each local authority and national park has a forum and the role is to be the statutory advisor on the improvement of public access to land for open air recreation.  

Coastal access and the implementation of Rights of Way Improvement Plans are examples of work to contribute to.  

Forums are made up of representatives of communities of interests so walkers are represented rather than Ramblers Cymru having our own representative.  The same exists for the farmers and other users’ interests.  Meetings are usually quarterly with some extra site visits. 

Applications for 3 year spells go to the local authority or national park authority which usually also provides the secretariat.  
The two LAFs in Snowdonia are seeking names at present and have asked for our suggestions for appointment in 2008.  We are very keen to hear from people who want to play an active role and are willing to work with others - so please contact the Ramblers Office if you would like us to suggest your name for these or any other LAFs and 
We seek to give modest support to LAF members from the office.  



Themed Walks – publicity boost

At this time of year your group might be planning its walks schedule.  Have you thought about including some themed walks on key dates?  How about a romantic Valentine’s day walk in February, a hug a tree walk (finding ancient trees) in June or plan a walk around National Apple Day in October.  Let us know about the themed walks you are planning.
FUTURE PLANS
The next five years should prove an exciting time for Ramblers.  New chief Executive Tom Franklin is leading work on our new strategy  Fresh Air, Firm Ground. Embracing the views of members, volunteers, external partners and stakeholders, it offers a GB framework within which we will develop a Ramblers Cymru Strategy.  We will keep you posted and are keen to know what should be our priorities.  

VOLUNTEERS DAY

We are planning a day in November 2008 to offer volunteers the opportunity to give views on Ramblers Cymru priorities for action along with some interesting workshops on different topics from publicity to footpaths.  If there are any particular requests regarding dates, venues or topics to cover please let us know. We are aware of the Glamorgan Area AGM on Sat 8th November. 

New members’ book

We are embarking on an exciting new project that will replace the current Ramblers’ Yearbook.  A series of five new walks guides, published over the next five years, will focus on the best walking routes the Ramblers’ Association can offer.


We’re particularly keen for local Areas to play their part by submitting at least one route that has been specifically devised by experienced and active volunteers.  (Unfortunately we can’t publish a walk for every Group as space prohibits but one per Area is achievable.)

The theme for the 2009 edition is Hills and Mountains.  In order to get the process started, we’ve created a simple online application form at www.ramblers.org.uk/routes where you can upload a route description and find out more about the project.  The final deadline for submission is 30th June 2008.

Dates to remember 2008
March 1st Cerrig Camu/ Stepping Stones training – Bridgend/ Swansea area
March 4th – Cerrig Camu/ Stepping Stones training, Caerphilly area

April 4 - 6 General Council, Winchester 

April 11 - 13 Welsh Council, Aberystwyth 
Footpath Training 
29 March North Wales Beginner course,
Craig y Don, Llandudno    
7 June Carmarthenshire Beginner course, venue tba. 

5 July Mid Wales Intermediate course to include working with town and community councils, venue tba. 
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