
Hertfordshire Countryside Management Service  CMS: Practical and Project Work. 
Norman Jones Besides the excellent work of the Rights of Way Unit at Hertfordshire County Council the Countryside Management Service is working to improve the natural environment in Hertfordshire and promoting people’s enjoyment of it. There are two main strands of this work which are working in conjunction with the Rights of Way officers to make improvements to the Rights of Way network and project work within the districts which are sponsors of CMS.  
 Rights of Way Work The CMS has three teams of volunteers doing practical work, on Tuesdays in the east of the County on Wednesday in the west and south of the county and on Thursday in the north of the county. Much of the work is on District Council green spaces but there is a substantial amount of work on the Rights of Way network clearing encroaching vegetation and enhancing infrastructure like replacing stiles with kissing gates. In the six months up to Autumn last year the conservation groups have installed or restored 258 steps. As noted in the CMS Newsletter if this was calculated as one continuous flight it would scale 39 metres, the height of a 20 storey building. 65 metres of new boardwalk has been installed. A particular achievement was the building of a flight of 21 steps at Charlton near Hitchin. 
 
Green Spaces I will initially highlight some of the sites with particular interest for walkers.  Oughtonhead Common Oughtonhead Common is on the Eastern outskirts of Hitchin. The common runs up to the River Oughton and access is also possible on the private land running up to the source of the river at Oughton Head. Part of the site towards the river is quite damp but CMS have been putting in boardwalks to improve access to this area. This plan culminated in the construction of a viewing platform to allow visitors to see the wildlife more closely. I was a guest when the viewing platform was formally opened by the Chair of the County Council last June. Part of the Common is grazed and the Planning Inspectorate has agreed to the plans for replacement of the existing fence enclosing the grazing areas with a new one but increasing the area grazed for conservation reasons. Although the new fence will have a somewhat deleterious effect in reducing parts of the unfenced area there will be more and better access to the areas which can be grazed, hence given the general improvements in the wetter areas and improved access to the whole of the grazed areas I feel the proposals are acceptable. The main losers will be those, particularly dog walkers, reluctant to walk in an area where there is the potential for cattle to be grazing. There will obviously be some disruption when the new fence is erected , but overall the whole site is worth a visit, the riverside walk is delightful.     
 Composers Park – Elstree Composers Park is to the East of Elstree, South of the A411 across that road from Aldenham Reservoir. Works have been done to enhance the site’s wildlife areas and improve the site’s footpaths and entrances.   Composer’s Park is the starting point for three short waymarked walks in the vicinity. They form part of a series of three leaflets entitled ‘Countryside on Your Doorstep’ giving walks from different parts of Borehamwood. The leaflet ‘Parkfields and Beyond’ promotes what were little used paths just north of Borehamwood.   Bishop’s Wood Country Park Bishop’s Wood Country Park owned by Three Rivers District Council is at the far South West of the county and not far from Northwood. There is a five year plan to improve the woodland. This has already included resurfacing of 1.75km of woodland paths. An easy access trail has been created. The London Loop runs through the park and a bridge has been replaced on its route. Currently the link from the Park to the Rights of Way forming part of the continuation of the London Loop is informal. The plan suggests arrangements for the route of the London Loop will be formalised including the links to the Rights of Way network. 
 Other Work and Further Information  A lot of work has been done in the County Council owned Broxbourne and Bencroft Woods. In conjunction with the district authorities apart from areas highlighted above there have been enhancements at Walsworth Common and Purwell Meadows in Hitchin, Weston Hills in Baldock, Hartham Common, Waterford Marsh and Foxholes Woodland (surrounding Foxholes estate) in Hertford as well as many more projects around St Albans and Rickmansworth.  The CMS web site contains a wealth of information and downloadable leaflets on the sites and walks mentioned along with many others as well as regular news items and the CMS Newsletters. The link is www.hertslink.org/cms or a search for Herts CMS will find it.      
 


