
 

 

Mr John Griffiths 

Minister for Culture and Sport 

Welsh Government 

Ty Hywel 

Cardiff 

CF99 1NA  

4th June 2014 

Dear Mr Griffiths 

Written Statement on Access and Recreation 

Thank you again for attending our Big Welsh Walk launch event at 

Southerndown last month.  It was great to have the opportunity to talk to you 

and share a walk along one of Wales’s most spectacular coastlines. 

I am writing in response to your recent statement on Access and Recreation.  

Ramblers Cymru welcome the Welsh Government’s renewed commitment to 

improving public access to Wales’s countryside.  It is positive to see explicit 

recognition of the importance of Rights of Way to our local communities, as well 

as the announcement of new capital funding for rights of way improvement 

plans. 

When it was first proposed in July 2013, we saw a Green Paper on Access and 

Recreation as an exciting opportunity to push Wales to the forefront in 

delivering open access and enabling more people to enjoy the wonders of the 

Welsh countryside.  The Welsh Government has been bold in its approach to 

access with the iconic Wales Coast Path bringing many benefits to locals and 

visitors alike.  With this in mind, we are disappointed that this boldness and 

aspiration is missing from the ambitions set out for the forthcoming Green 

Paper. It is frustrating to see the focus squarely on Rights of Way and we 

believe the Welsh Government has missed an opportunity to set out a more 

visionary approach to expanding and improving access in Wales. 

 

 

 



   

We will study the detailed proposals within the Green Paper once it is published 

but we are unconvinced that tweaks to the current legislation will bring about 

the lasting benefits we want to see for walkers and the communities of Wales. 

Indeed some of the suggested changes may even reduce the quality of access 

and so fall well short of delivering our desire to make Wales the best country in 

the world for walkers. 

We are continuing to raise awareness of our campaign to make Wales the best 

place in the world for walkers and invite people to support us through our 

website and social media #walkingwales 

It is reassuring to see the Welsh Government has committed to working in 

partnership to deliver greater opportunities to access the outdoors.  Ramblers 

Cymru and its members are keen to work with Government to contribute our 

expert knowledge and advice and we look forward to an open and constructive 

debate over the coming months. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Angela Charlton 
Director, Ramblers Cymru 


