
Level crossing closures in Herts 
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Network Rail (NR) has a long-standing aim to reduce the number of level crossings  (LX) across the national 
network. The Anglia region is now working to close or change the use of 130 crossings across its network, which 
includes 10 in Hertfordshire. 
  HCC RoW Officers continue to liaise with NR to ensure that each crossing remains open, as appropriate safety 
measures are discussed and installed, while working with NR on permanent alternative measures. Network Rail 
has continued to work with HCC and other bodies, and two public consultations have been undertaken in June 
and September 2016. 
  The current Network Rail programme is looking at relatively small-scale works which can be undertaken in the 
financial period 2014-2019. This means that at some sites shorter-term solutions will be proposed whilst longer-
term solutions involving bridges are considered for future funding periods. Sites south of Broxbourne will need 
to take into consideration the proposed four-tracking of the railway required under the Crossrail 2 scheme. Any 
closures and path diversions will be taken forward under a Transport & Works Act Order (TWAO). 
  The level crossings affected in Hertfordshire on the West Anglia Main Line are listed below. 
  It should be noted that Network Rail are reviewing the level crossings at Wharf Road, Wormley and Park Lane, 
Waltham Cross, although these are being taken forward outside the above programme. 
  Further details for each site can be found on Network Rail’s website at: 
 http://www.networkrail.co.uk/anglialevelcrossings/ 
  Network Rail’s programme is to complete any level crossing changes by the end of their current financial period 
on 31 March 2019. Following the recent round of consultation, Network Rail will now analyse the feedback and 
develop the TWAO material up to early 2017. It is expected that there will be further engagement with HCC, user 
groups and other stakeholders during this period. Network Rail’s timetable is: 
 Early/mid-2017—submission of TWAO application 
 Early/mid-2018—Secretary of State decision  
 2017/2018—detailed design 
 2018/2019—scheme construction 
  There will be a 42 day period after the submission of the TWAO application for anyone to lodge an objection. 
While the costs of any changes to level crossings will be met by Network Rail, there has been a large chunk of 
officer time expended on these consultations and negotiations. The county council could also incur costs if it 
objects to the TWAO. 
  Hertfordshire is little affected by the NR proposals, compared to the other counties, but we may also consider 
objecting to those individual locations where, to avoid costs, NR has proposed less sensible alternative routes 
and to the principle of the use of the TWAOs where normal s119 and/or s119A Highways Act Orders could 
easily have been used. Colleagues in Essex, Suffolk and Cambridgeshire are formulating objections to NR’s 
process and individual inappropriate locations to which Hertfordshire’s support is requested. 
Trinity Lane, Cheshunt 
Downgrade to a private user-worked crossing for allotment holders only with public bridleway rights and install 
a stepped footbridge (FB). A manual gate and level crossing will be kept for equestrians and those unable to use 
the stepped footbridge. Network Rail claims that this is the highest risk crossing in the country due to recent 
incidents and near misses. NB: Crossrail 2 will 4-track this line by 2030. 
Cadmore Lane, Cheshunt  
User worked level crossing which is currently closed. A new ramped footbridge has been constructed adjacent to 
the level crossing. Formalise and dedicate new public rights over the already constructed ramped footbridge, to 
ratify legal position of cycle & foot over the bridge. ‘Cyclists dismount’ signs may be removed, as NR can grant 
permissive cycling on their structures. (See picture.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Slipe Lane, Wormley 
Private user crossing to be closed to all, as the adjacent footpath crossing would be retained. Bridleway status 
being pushed for but no funding yet. 
 



Tednambury, Sawbridgeworth 
Public footpath level crossing protected by stop, look and listen signs only. NR want to close the level crossing to 
all users, with a diversion to a nearby crossing, adding 170m to the route. Four bridleway diversion options 
tabled, all affect a farmhouse plus four to five other dwellings and fields (see plan on above web link). Occupier 
does not want routes along the private drive. 
Spellbrook, Thorley FP11 
NR want to close this one, as there is a controlled road LX to south (on Spellbrook Lane East) and FP diversion 
planned to use it. NB: Need to consider BR10 implications here and safety of equestrian use on the A1184 
Cambridge Road to reach the road crossing? 
Thorley FP22 
‘Stop, look and listen’ public footpath crossing where the user has to decide whether it is safe to cross. NR wants 
to close crossing to all users, with diversion to an existing underpass, with an additional distance for users of up 
to 1km to north. 
Pattens 
Pattens private crossing closure—TWAO will extinguish private rights and any possible unrecorded public 
rights. Public path creation agreement needed to secure RoW link for public use—make use of path on river 
bund, to private footbridge and informal paths to underpass and improve access to nature reserve/Thorley 
Wash sculpture trail and make safe protruding bolts on the underpass roof (with cladding? to improve head-
height, clearance of 6’ 5’’ currently). 
Fowlers, Thorley  
Private user worked level crossing for registered users. Network Rail currently considering whether the existing 
private rights are retained, amended or extinguished. TWAO will extinguish any possible unrecorded public 
rights and divert foot users along road to south, to Spellbrook Road vehicle LX crossing. 
Gilston 
‘Stop, look and listen’ public footpath level crossing. Crossing to be closed to all users and divert to footbridge to 
north. 
Twyford Road, Bishop’s Stortford 
‘Stop, look and listen’ public footpath level crossing to be closed to all users and diverted to existing 
underbridge, involving a detour of 400m. Redundant arch/span of rail bridge over river could be opened for 
diversion route alongside river?  High use: 97 to 112 users at weekends and 56 weekdays—need more useable 
route for diversion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Johnsons 
Informally closed three years ago when ramped footbridge was built, see photo above. Formally close the level 
crossing to all users. Extinguish rights at level crossing and dedicate new public rights over the existing 
footbridge. Nearly finished, just Legal Orders to be completed—either via TWAO or Highways Act Order, to be 
confirmed with NR who are working on land transfers to include steps (which were missed previously). 
Others 
Wharf Road, Wormley—Not in this project, but possible new road to be built on eastern side of railway to access 
properties etc in future and close LX to vehicles completely. 
Park Lane, Waltham Cross—Not in this project, but possible new bridge to be built with s106 money and close 
LX completely. NB: new estimates for pedestrian & cycle bridge is £3M. Equestrian users preferred diversion is 
over the ‘Paul Cully’ A10 road bridge and along Theobald’s Lane to the Trinity Lane LX (see above) into the Lea 
Valley Regional Park. 
  
 


