
Mystery Walker 2 (Pilot Project) 

Guidance Notes and Survey Questions 

Thank you for agreeing to take part in a pilot for a new Mystery Walker project.  

The new project looks at what path problems walkers face and where the best and worst places are to walk. 

 

  

What to do 

Before your walk 

Plan your route. You need to walk all of the paths recorded as rights of way in your assigned 

grid square. These are green on 1:25,000 OS maps and pink on 1:50,000 OS maps. Your walk 

can take you out of the grid square, but please only report back on what you’ve found while 

walking in the grid square.  

Have a copy of the survey questions to hand. 

Make a note of how many kilometres of path there are in the grid square.  

On your walk  

Enjoy it! It might be an opportunity to discover somewhere new, or it might be somewhere that 

you know well, but we hope it will be an enjoyable way to spend a day.  

Look out for the path problems listed and make a note of any that you encounter. We hope that 

you will find no problems on your walk. But, if you do find a path problem you may also want to 

note down the exact grid reference so you can report it to get it fixed.  

After the walk 

Fill in the survey form found here: www.ramblers.org.uk/mysterywalker.  

Report any path problems using our path problem report form: 

www.ramblers.org.uk/pathproblem   

We hope you enjoyed it so much that you’d like to do another one. 

 

http://www.ramblers.org.uk/pathproblem


Survey Questions 

1. Did you encounter any of these problems on the walk in your grid square, if so how many times? 

 Aggressive animal 

There is an animal (other than a dairy bull) near the path that makes you feel intimidated.  

 Barbed wire or electric fence crossing the path 

The barbed wire or electric fence is crossing the path or over the top of the stile, meaning 

you would risk injury or shock to cross it.  

 Barbed wire or electric fence at the side of the path 

Barbed wire or electric fences run along the side of a path, giving you a feeling of being 

confined and risking injury or shock, especially if the way is narrow. 

 Bridge missing or broken 

The path goes up to a river or stream and should cross it, but the bridge is missing or 

broken. 

 Bull in the field  

The path passes through a field with an adult bull of a recognised dairy breed. The 

recognised dairy breeds are: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Crops growing over the path 

The path should go across a field but you are unsure of where it goes because there are 

crops (other than long grass) growing over it. 

 Ditch dug across the path 

The path has a ditch dug across it that you have to jump over. 

  

Ayrshire Dairy Shorthorn British Holstein British Friesian 

Guernsey Jersey Kerry 



  

 Field ploughed 

The field has recently been ploughed and the path hasn’t been restored. 

 Litter 

There is litter (including dog faeces) on the path.  

 Locked gate/path fenced or blocked off 

There is a locked gate, or the path has been fenced or blocked off, meaning you have to turn 

back, climb over the gate or go into a neighbouring field to get around it.  

 Man-made obstacles 

The path has obstacles placed on it by humans (e.g. fly-tipping, dangerous chemicals, loose 

wires, slurry or a muckheap) which form a nuisance and get in the way of your enjoyment of 

the walk. 

 Muddy/flooded path 

The path is so muddy or flooded that it goes over the top of your boot. 

 Person deterring use of the path 

Man or woman acting in a manner designed to deter users, such as by not calling off 

menacing dogs, hectoring users, giving users disapproving looks or asking them their 

business in an aggressive manner. 

 Sign is misleading  

There is a sign on the path designed to deter people from using it (e.g. “no entry”, “private” 

or “bull in field” – where there is no bull).  

 Stile or gate is broken.  

The stile or gate is broken in a way that makes it dangerous to use. 

 Tree fallen across the path 

 Undergrowth growing from surface of path  

The undergrowth has overgrown, getting in the way of the path (nettles, brambles, etc.) 

 Vegetation overhanging 

There is vegetation that has overgrown, getting in the way of the path. This also includes 

hedges that are so overgrown that they obstruct the path. 

 Waymark missing 

It is not obvious where the path is supposed to go and a waymark should be there to help 

you. 

 Other – Please specify _____________ 

 

2. Was the path signposted where it left a road? Yes___ times. No ___ times 

3. How much did you enjoy your walk? (rate 1-5) 

4. What was the total length of path that you walked in the grid square? ___kms  

 

 


