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Introduction
We face a climate emergency, catastrophic
nature loss, rising obesity levels, a mental health
crisis and widening health inequalities. Enabling
more people to walk and be in contact with
nature can help tackle these challenges.

This manifesto has been produced for the general election
on 12 December 2019 and is focused on UK parliament.
For more information about our work with the Scottish
parliament, please email scotland@ramblers.org.uk
or go to ramblers.org.uk/scotland. For
more information about our work with
the Welsh assembly, please email
cerddwyr@ramblers.org.uk or
visit ramblers.org.uk/wales.

Our green spaces encourage people to get outside
and get active - whether it’s a city park or a National
Park, the local footpath network or the new England
Coast Path. They improve our health and happiness
and help us relax and unwind. They are where
we spend time with family, feel close to nature
or connect to our history and heritage.
But access to nature is not equal. We
need urgent action to bring the
benefits of nature to everyone.
That will take investment,
ambition and political
leadership.
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We’re calling on politicians to:
1 Work with the Ramblers
to develop legally-binding
targets for public access to
nature established through an
ambitious Environment Act.
2 Extend the deadline for
registering historic paths by at
least 5 years to take account
of delays in introducing new
regulations and make sure
these precious routes are not
lost for ever.
3 Strengthen planning rules
so that neighbourhoods are
designed for walking and
residents have easy access to
high-quality green space.
4 Set a 20mph default speed
limit in all built-up areas to
make our streets safer for
everyone.

6 Increase investment in
walking and cycling to at
least 10% national transport
spending by 2024/25.
7 Introduce an agricultural
payments regime that
promotes public access by:
•D
 irecting payments towards
the creation of new routes
and improvements that
make the existing network
more accessible
•E
 stablishing a baseline
of minimum standards
expected of those who
receive public money.
8 Deliver a long-term
sustainable funding
settlement for our National
Trails, including the
England Coast Path.

5 Ban pavement parking
in England and Wales, as
recently passed in Scotland, to
create safer, more accessible
streets for people walking.
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Access to nature
Our landscapes – and the path network that
crosses and connects them – are national assets
that everyone should be able to enjoy. We have
a duty to nurture these places so that everyone
benefits from them now and into the future.

From coastal erosion to moorland
fires, the climate emergency
threatens the places where we love
to walk. Our green spaces and
path network are also part of the
solution - from capturing carbon to
making us healthier and happier. The
next government must ensure the
environment is at the heart of all policy
making and that they – and future
governments – are held to account if
they fail to uphold their duties.
Of course, climate change isn’t the
only threat. Miles of our public paths
are unrecorded and unprotected – and
the clock is ticking. If they are not put
on the map by 1 January 2026, the
routes walked by our ancestors and
current generations are under threat of
being lost for ever.
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1 Set legally-binding targets for
the environment and public
access to nature established
through an ambitious
Environment Act.
2 Extend the deadline for
registering historic paths
by at least 5 years to take
account of delays in
introducing new regulations
and make sure these
precious routes are not lost
for ever.
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Walking Neighbourhoods
Our local neighbourhoods should be designed for
walking. Everyone, wherever they live and whatever their
background, should have access to high-quality green
routes within a short walk of their front door.
Neighbourhoods that are green and
walkable enable more people out
of their cars, improve health and
wellbeing and reduce social isolation.
But currently children who live in
lower income areas - and people from
black, Asian and other minority ethnic
backgrounds – have the poorest
access to green space and suffer the
worst effects of air pollution and road
danger caused by motor traffic.

3 Strengthen planning rules
so that neighbourhoods are
designed for walking and
residents have easy access
to high-quality green space.
4 Set a 20mph default speed
limit in all built-up areas to
make our streets safer for
everyone.
5 Ban pavement parking
in England and Wales, as
recently passed in Scotland,
to create safer, more
accessible streets for people
walking.
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Invest in walking
If the next government is to address climate change
and improve the nation’s health, it will need to prioritise
walking and the environment in its spending decisions.
Walking and our green spaces deliver
huge health, economic, environmental
and social benefits. Yet, only 2% of the
national transport budget is spent on
walking and cycling, and our National
Trails and public rights of way are
often at the bottom of the pile when it
comes to investment.
And with agricultural land making
up 70% of the UK, it is essential
that a future payment regime better
encourages land managers to
support public access.

6 Increase investment in
walking and cycling to at
least 10% national transport
spending by 2024/25.
7 Introduce an agricultural
payments regime that
promotes public access by:
•D
 irecting payments
towards the creation
of new routes and
improvements that make
the existing network more
accessible
•E
 stablishing a baseline
of minimum standards
expected of those who
receive public money.
8 Deliver a long-term
sustainable funding
settlement for our National
Trails, including the England
Coast Path.
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About the Ramblers
We are at the heart of a growing movement of
walkers, helping people to become healthier
and happier, through spending time in nature.
We are passionate
about protecting
the spaces we love
to walk and helping
everyone, everywhere
connect to nature
through walking.
For more than 80 years,
our campaigning has
dramatically increased
opportunities for the
public to enjoy walking in
Great Britain. Now with
over 100,000 members,
we are Britain’s largest
walking charity. We are
dedicated to looking
after paths and green
spaces, leading walks,
opening new places to
explore and encouraging
everyone to get outside
and discover how
walking boosts health
and happiness.
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The Ramblers in numbers

63,000

walkers reached each
week through our
short health walks programme, which helps
thousands of people to get active and stay active.

147
path
maintenance
teams across
the country
help to keep
the path
network
clear, easy to
navigate and
accessible for
everyone to
enjoy.
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102,000

members walking with us,
meeting new friends and
championing our cause.

3,000

online
walking
routes
supporting
more
people to
get outdoors
and explore.

20,000
Ramblers
volunteers
protecting
the places
people love
to walk and
introducing
them to new
ones.
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165,000
people who
took part in
our Festival
of Winter
Walks 20182019, which
celebrated
the joy of
walking with
over 1,000
led walks.

47,000

walks led by
our 500 local
Ramblers
groups every
year.
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Get in touch
If you are an MP or peer and want
to become a walking champion,
we’d love to hear from you
policy@ramblers.org.uk
For more information go to
www.ramblers.org.uk/GE19

December 2019

