DEVON AREA GROUP REPORTS 2019
Devon Bootlegs
Devon Bootlegs has maintained good membership numbers over the last 12 months and indeed,
continues to attract new walkers of all ages. We offer a strong and varied walks programme with
walks every Sunday and when time allows, on Saturdays too. There was also a very successful
adventure to Lundy earlier this year which all participants thoroughly enjoyed. In addition to regular
walks, we continue to organise a variety of social events including cinema evenings, walks planning
meetings and an annual Christmas party.

Jenna Chynoweth

East Devon
We are the largest of the Devon Groups with nearly one fifth of Devon’s membership, reflecting in
part our geographic size and population. Membership held up consistently in 2019, remarkably
staying within 10 of an average level of 476 members throughout the year, and close to our historic
peak.
Most of all, our members appear to value our extensive programme of led walks. We are very
pleased that this year we have been able to expand our programme to its greatest-ever extent. We
offered, for the first time, two led walks on each of our regular walk days of Sunday, Wednesday and
Friday. With additional walks outside this regular pattern, this amounted to some 330 walks per
year. We know that this level of provision is an attraction not only to Ramblers resident in our area,
but also to many outside. This has only been possible with a very enthusiastic walks programme
team and a willingness of around 120 of our members to be leaders.
We take Ramblers’ commitment to protect and expand the public rights of way (PROW) network
seriously. Our Footpath Officer responds to requests to alter or divert paths, and both he and our
Group Researcher are both actively involved in trying to secure Lost Ways through Devon County
Council’s programme of parish by parish reviews of the PROW network. Our representations are
followed up by preparing and giving evidence at Public Inquiries where necessary. We are also
currently exploring with Devon CC how to reduce an annual 3-week closure of all PROWs on the
Escot estate for a 3-day music festival. Many of our members participate in active maintenance of
paths through involvement in Parish Paths Partnerships, which, together with the employment of
contractors, is the Highway Authority’s preferred approach to programmed path maintenance.
Devon CC does not allow individuals to undertake maintenance. Most leaders, however, carry out
some light vegetation clearance while recceing walks.
We were proud to be chosen to launch the Ramblers Festival of Winter Walks on December 21st
2018. This took place at Otterton Mill where we received three five-minute slots on national BBC
Breakfast TV and Ramblers reached a large TV audience. We were able to highlight the contribution
that group walking can make to combating loneliness. The only problem was that it was the shortest
day of the year and it was dark outside until the last slot at 9am, and the walk didn’t start until
10am. Our leader for that morning’s walk, as well as being interviewed and being a good advocate
for Ramblers, then took a large party for her “Winter Wonderland!” 5-mile walk.
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We have continued with our tradition of holding a wide selection of social events. Over the past
year these have included dining, skittles, a quiz night, a ceilidh and - for the first time - canoeing on
the River Axe wetlands. Day coach trips for walking were organised for Corfe Castle and the
Studland peninsula, and for Clovelly and Hartland, and walking holidays included weeks in the
French Alps and the Mendip Hills. Again, we are indebted to the willingness of our Social Secretary
and individual leaders to organise these events.
Finally, East Devon Ramblers will be celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2020, and a number of events
are currently being planned for the summer to commemorate this milestone.

Bob Hewett, Chair

Exeter & District
Walks Programme
The E&D Group has enjoyed a full programme of walks this year. In addition to ventures into
the countryside, we have begun a series of walks around cities in the SW: so far we have explored
Plymouth and Wells. Another experiment is to stage long walks (about 10 miles) on Fridays in
addition to our regular Sunday outings. The special Saturday event to celebrate the 50th Anniversary
of the Devon Area Ramblers was well attended: 14 of our members set out from Widecombe en
route for Hookney Tor to attend the picnic.

Walking through the grounds of Killerton House, September 2019.
The venue for our annual away week-end, 11th-14th Oct, was HF’s Nythfa House in Brecon. In total 47
ramblers attended, including a few members from neighbouring groups, thereby ensuring sole
occupancy of the country house. Despite mixed weather conditions, our programme of walks (a

2

choice from three on Fri, Sat and Sun, and two on Monday) was well subscribed, and the event was
most enjoyable.

Ascending the Dragon’s Back onto the Black Mountains, October 2019.
We took part in the Festival of Winter Walks by up-loading appropriate scheduled walks onto our
website, and contributing to a Radio Devon programme in which we promoted walking and
Ramblers but, as far as I’m aware, no non-members joined any of these ‘branded’ walks.
In collaboration with colleagues from the TMW Association we have continued our sequence
of linear walks of up to 17 miles/27 kms which will eventually extend from Wembury to Lynmouth.
This year’s walks, the 3rd and 4th in the series, were from Bel Tor to Rushford Bridge (6th April), and
onwards from Rushford Bridge to Clannaborough (14th Sept). These walks are proving to be popular,
attracting walkers from several Devon groups: in April for example, there were 68 participants.
Leader Training
One of our objectives this year has been to augment our mid-week walks’ programme. To
facilitate this, a leadership workshop in October ‘18, focussing on preparing to lead a walk:
considering location, route and associated logistics, which culminated with small groups identifying
and then walking a route from the course venue. Some months later we followed this up with a
session that aimed to improve participants’ capacity to understand and follow a map. We are
pleased that 3 new leaders are now boosting the mid-week programme of shorter walks. A followup
workshop has been arranged which will focus on compass use.
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Navigation Training, Hurston Stone Row, March 2019.
Project
This year a small working party has been formed with the objective of creating a book or
web-based document entitled “Walking Around Exeter”. Although the final scope of this work is not
finalised yet, the Green Circle route in the city will be a central feature. We are in discussion with
Exeter City Council about collaboration since our plan complements their Physical Activity Strategy.
Recently, 3 of our working party walked a section of the Green Circle with 5 representatives from the
city council and Devon Wildlife Trust to discuss opportunities: they share our view that the Green
Circle is a significant asset, but needs revitalising. In addition, we have incorporated the Green Circle
into our short walks’ programme, by arranging to cover the route in 3 separate sections.
Administration
We have up-dated our Constitution to conform with the Ramblers’ Association template:
this amended version will need to be ratified at our forthcoming AGM. There has been some
reshaping of our group committee structure, and, after giving sterling service, our Treasurer, Colin
Piper who has also served in a number of other roles, will step down this year, although he will
continue as President.
We are very pleased the RA has recognised the magnificent contribution of Jenny Worsfold
by awarding her a Commendation, which will be presented at our AGM.
Over the year there have been small fluctuations in the number of our group’s members. It
is currently 205, which represents a drop of about 10% since last year. Most of those leaving have,
for various reasons, not been active walkers, and we are encouraged that several new members are
enthusiastic ramblers.
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Bob Pond, Chairman E&D Group, Oct 2019.

Moorland
In the last 12 months membership of Moorland Group has increased to 107, a number we are
pleased with as there has been a slight decline in membership on a wider level.
We have put on 58 walks with 29 leaders. Most of these were Sunday but also included our annual
weekend away and 2 evening walks. None of our walks have been cancelled due to bad weather.
Moorland members are a tough lot and turn out in all weathers.
5 members took advantage of the Truro Roadshow and the Okehampton first aid course. All reported
back the courses were excellent. 1 member has already used the skills learnt by attending to an
injured walker a few weeks later.
Finally 3 Moorland members volunteered 2 days of their time to help with the waymarking for the
Dartmoor Way project. Both days were excellent and new skills were learnt, ie how to use a drill.

Amanda.
Chair.
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North Devon
With our group having just completed it’s forty second year as part of Devon Area I have to report that
things change very little here in the north of the county. That said, our communications are far more
advanced, and at times complex, than they were all those years ago. Our volunteers, not necessarily
committee members, ensure that our web and Facebook presence is always up to date. About half of
our members are happy to view/download our programme from our website but we are happy to
send a hard copy to those who wish it.
We are fortunate in having the support of our two local papers, where news releases (with a photo)
are well covered. There is also free publicity in their ‘What’s On’ columns. For the third year we were
asked to submit five walks with photos for the North Devon Scene magazine published in July. The
Voice FM radio allows us in for a chat a few times a year to promote our new programme and special
events.
There is a growing interest in walking for health and for the friendship encountered on our walks.
We gain a good number of new members but our membership figures are slowly sliding down rather
than up.
Our two big promotional events this year have been the Festival of Winter Walks and the North Devon
Show. The first was a great success as always, bringing out over 180 walkers and several new
members. However the footfall at the ND Show this year was less than in previous years encouraging
us to think about revamping our offering for 2020.
Because of the size of the North Devon group ‘patch’ we have two footpath officers to cover the 110
parishes. A steady flow of, mainly minor complaints, together with site visits to check out diversion
proposals keeps them both busy. Our relations with our local Devon County Council rights of way
officers are good.
We rely on various members to help organise our social calendar which consists of an annual skittle
evening, annual Sunday lunch and a social evening showing photos of group walks, breaks and
members holidays. We have just started up a group coffee morning on the first Thursday of each
month following a member’s suggestion.
Although a number of members support Ramblers but do not walk with the group most members
enjoy our comprehensive walks programme and newsletter, which is published twice a year. The aim
is for two walks each week with at least one walk a month classed as ‘Nice and Easy’.
It will be interesting to read reports from other Devon groups to see if we can any filch ideas.

Joan Long, Chairman
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Plymouth
This time last year we were reflecting on the wonderful walks and time spent with the Canadians.
Following on from that the generous donation for “our club” has purchased a bench which we
placed at the East Soar Walkers Hut. This was where we stopped for tea and cake on the second day.
We have added a plaque and bought supplies of wood stain so that we can maintain the bench year
on year. The first coat has been applied ready for the coming winter. Many thanks to everyone who
supported this especially those who came on the walk and witnessed the plaque being put in place
(hiccups and all!). The family who run the barn are thrilled and have told us how much their visitors
enjoy sitting there.
This year has again seen a good mix of walks with as varied a programme as possible given that we
rely on volunteers to lead walks. Three good group trips –Rhossili in May, Portreath in June and the
Wye Valley just last week were much enjoyed by all who participated. The Last Supper was again a
popular event at the end of a successful evening programme! Money raised from the raffle and book
sale was sent to Devon Air Ambulance. Upcoming events include the autumn supper at The Dock on
21st November. We also held an enjoyable skittles evening at The Marina Bar in May. The winner of
the knockout competition nominated The Air Ambulance as the charity to receive his winnings.
Many of our members took part in and enjoyed the 50th Anniversary walks and it was good to meet
other groups at Hookney Tor and listen to the speeches. Thanks to Peter and John who led the
walks.
Members have also been involved with the Dartmoor way Project – putting up signs etc. and the
group will be looking after the parts of the route that traverse our part of Devon.
We are heartened by the steady increase in membership over the last few months. Hopefully the
trend we were experiencing of losing members has been reversed!
Mindful of the need to adhere to our status as a charity and use our money rather than keep it in the
bank we have given donations to projects and purchased a quantity of Hi Vis jackets. Safety on walks
is paramount especially on roads and when visibility is poor.
As a group we have been saddened by the deaths of several members and former members - Russell
Steer, Yvonne Lewis, Maurice Prizeman, Dave Thomas and Ivan Mead. These were all active within
the group and sorely missed by all. Our thoughts have been with their families. Our thoughts have
also been with our members who lost their partners this year.

Val Galer, Secretary
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South Devon
A smooth handover from Bernard Parker to Eric Evans as Chairman ensured the valuable
collaborative links with Totnes Ramblers and The Dartmoor Park Authority were not lost and by the
end of 2018 a much needed clapper bridge was in place at Huntingdon Cross.

SDR Rambler Val Rose paying homage to our new clapper bridge!
Eric returned from General Council in Manchester inspired with ideas to engage with the next
generation of Ramblers and within weeks he was leading a Family Ramble with teachers, pupils and
parents from White Rock Primary School enjoying a route around Haytor.
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As well as the usual full programme of walks, 2019 saw many additional events, initiatives and
activities:
• 33 members enjoyed a week’s walking in Evia, Greece.
• The 53 mile long Coleridge Way, begun in 2018, was also completed by the end of June.
• An even more ambitious long distance project was started when a group set off from
Minehead to Porlock Weir, the first steps of the 630 mile long South West Coast Path. No
date has been set as the completion target but the next sections were under way by autumn
2019.
• A canoe adventure on the River Dart
• A visit to the RNLI Brixham
• For some time one section of the John Musgrave Heritage Trail had been giving cause for
concern with a treacherous crossing and the many hours of committee time – and a
drawnout negotiation with Devon County Council – finally resulted in an alternative route
being approved. The new section, while adding a few miles, also enhances this popular trail.
An excellent outcome.
• Although our policy for dogs on rambles has always stipulated ‘dogs on leads at all times’,
we responded positively to a call from the RNIB to support visually impaired people and
allow them to enjoy a ramble and even more vitally, to give their wonderful canine partners
some off lead time. Just goes to show, we may be ‘stuck in the mud ‘quite often but we can
bend the rules when it is called for!
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For the autumn, Footpath Officer Bob Ward organised a short break for us in Cornwall. The
emphasis on this event was to keep things affordable and informal, instead of a few
spending a lot of time organising the holiday, members were expected to make their own
arrangements and we anticipate that this may well pave the way for similar short breaks in
the UK.

Finally, plans for next year’s holiday in the Lake District are progressing well and many members,
new and old are expressing interest. More about this and our other exciting plans at the AGM!

Tessa Smith, Secretary

South Hams
This year is considered to have been most successful with a vary varied selection of walks and social
functions. The highlight of the year was our 50th Anniversary Walks Festival celebrating the formation
of our Group half a century ago. It was held in the week of 24th June, with 8 walks from 5 to 9 miles,
ranging from Ivybridge to Ashburton and Dartmoor to Bolt Head. Attendance was good, with the
support of a feature and photo in the area press.
During the course of the year the committee has been refreshed with two new members and a
change around of some responsibilities, although two very long-standing members have stood
down.
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The South Hams Ramblers (SHRA) group continue to provide a full and varied walks programme, with
three walks a week year-round. However there has been a fall in the number of leaders, which
obviously is crucial in our efforts to provide a full programme. For example, for the Winter 19/20
programme 85 walks, including shorter walks under 6 miles, were submitted by only 29 persons,
meaning many leaders have submitted multiple walks. It is understood this is also a problem in
other groups. There is an obvious need to try and recruit more leaders and committee members
regularly engage members during walks to encourage them to lead. However, our walks are very
popular and in the main well attended and with nearly 700 walks in the database there is plenty of
variety.
Social functions are generally very well attended and our new Social Secretary has organised a
number of events. We enjoyed an annual dinner (in December), a Quiz night, a Skittles evening, a
Horse Race evening and a summer BBQ. It is gratifying to see how many members contribute time
and energy to making our club the friendly group that it is.
As for the past few years, the membership has shown a small but steady decline, but over the last
few months, the numbers have stabilised and at present stand at 214.
There are fewer younger members joining to replace older members who resign or rarely walk and
therefore the median age of the members has increased. This could possibly be due to the increased
retirement age and /or the demographics of the South Hams.
Many older members who seldom or never walk retain their membership and some still participate
in the social activities. The electronic enrolling of the membership is working well and is easy to
manage.
In order to attract new members to our ranks, we need to raise the public awareness of our
activities. We do this by advertising our weekly programme in local newspapers, displaying our
sixmonthly programme in local libraries and sending each month’s walk list to area Tourist
Information Centres. We also place our own poster ‘WALKING TO FITNESS’ in area Health Centres,
and place the leaflet ‘Enjoying Devon on Foot’ with Devon Area Ramblers in outdoor shops. We also
attend local Farmers Markets and Agricultural shows.
Our objective, as always, over the past year has been to raise public awareness of our activities, as
the country’s largest outdoor leisure charity. We try to stress the health enhancing benefits and
enjoyable camaraderie walking in our wonderful countryside can offer.
A number of footpath related issues have been investigated during past year, with reports on two of
them. The Erme- Plym Trail - next to Flete Wood(from Wembury direction) there is a lack of a
signpost & path across the field. DCC have approached the Landowner regarding the path and the
provision of a signpost is ongoing.
At Ham Farm Loddiswell there are access issues with the 'bridge' & steps which were originally
funded by the Stewardship scheme (now ceased). The Landowner is not willing to repair. SHRA
intends to form a working party to repair the bridge. In meantime , the Landowner has given
permission to walk through his Orchard on request .
The SHRA Footpath Officer attended Natural England Coast Path meeting at Royal William Yard
Plymouth in September. Progress has been made extending CP nearer the sea in Shady Lane Stoke
Fleming. Plans are in place to increase times of Ferry Crossings at Bantham & Newton Ferrers. A
computer has been purchased, jointly funded by Ramblers and SHRA, to enable the new Footpath
Officer to effectively undertake the role.

12

During the summer, two groups undertook first aid training provided free by the British Red Cross.
The training was tailored for ramblers. In total, over forty members received training which we plan
to repeat next year.
Finally, it is pleasing to note that the SHRA group has a full committee. Whilst our Chairman is away
travelling for 12 months, four committee members are each taking on his role for 3 months. We
have no doubt all will run smoothly with our very able and cheerful members.

Peter Lannin, Secretary

Tavistock
Against the national trend, Tavistock Ramblers has increased its membership by 13 to 187 over the
last twelve months with 32 new members in that period. What is the recipe for our success?
Our 2019 Summer Programme contained 82 walks (our highest number ever we believe),
submitted by 20+ leaders, with a range of between 3 and 15 miles. Be they circular, linear, coastal,
moorland or urban based, weekday or weekend there has been something for everyone.
We have continued to support Dartmoor National Park activities, including assisting in the
waymarking of a good quarter of the Dartmoor Way. We also support the annual Dartmoor Walking
Festival which this year included the two day Mary Michael Pilgrimage Route.
We have an active approach to publicity of the group’s activities with regular features in the
local press, prominently displayed posters, good use of web-site and social media and a successful
series of printed walks available for purchase at local outlets.
In addition to the Walks Programmes, the group has continued its successful social activities
including a wonderful holiday in the Yorkshire Dales, a Skittles evening, Quiz Night, Summer Party
and a Christmas Pie Walk.
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Teignmouth & Dawlish
Teignmouth and Dawlish Ramblers have had another successful year, with good attendance
on walks, social activities and holidays.
Our numbers remain stable. Our biggest problem is replacing the Walk Leaders and
Committee Members who are giving up due to age, illness and injury.
This year we plan to follow our AGM with a buffet supper which will replace our Annual
Christmas Dinner.
A group of 20 members have just returned from Rethymnon, Crete, and we had a week in
the Lake District earlier in the year. We have now formed a Social Group of three so the work
involved in planning events and holidays does not fall on one person’s shoulders. They are
busy planning for 2020.
Anne McCallister, Secretary

Tiverton
Tiverton Ramblers is a small group which focusses on providing enjoyable walks supplemented by
social activities.
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The Committee met twice last year to discuss group matters, and to set the budget with our
Treasurer.
We aim to be a friendly group with minimal formality, which welcomes visitors and new members,
hopefully giving them a taste for outdoor walking in a supportive environment.
The group has contributed to the preservation and maintenance of footpaths due largely to the
efforts of our footpath secretary, and much informal practical maintenance has been carried out by
walk leaders who clear undergrowth and overgrown branches while recceing walks.
The attached reports show the range of activities carried out, and confirm that the group stewards
its income well. All members are online and we save paper and postage expenses by sending walks
programmes and other information by email.
We attract on average 1 or 2 new members per year, a growth of over 1%, and 20% of our members
lead walks.
We look forward to future walks, having enjoyed a variety of different landscapes within a radius of
an hours drive from Tiverton, sharing transport when possible, mindful of our carbon footprint.

Teresa Smith, Secretary

Totnes
Totnes Ramblers have enjoyed a number of interesting walks throughout the year, from West
Cornwall to East Devon, and from northern parts of Dartmoor to the South Devon coast. A number
of social occasions, holidays and outings have also been enjoyed and more are already planned for
the coming year. All our walks, etc, are well advertised in the local press.
The Edward Franklin Legacy Fund continues to provide money for various projects, including the
Totnes Franklin Trail, which was completed this year.
Totnes Group is much involved in the Dartmoor Way project. We have made a generous contribution
(from the Franklin Legacy Fund) to create a new 100 mile circular walk around Dartmoor. Ramblers
have been assisting with various stages of the work, which is making good progress. A launch date
has been provisionally planned for May 2020.
On 2nd September 2019 the Totnes Town Council became the first Council in Britain to adopt the
Ramblers Charter for Walking Neighbourhoods. The Town council has pledged to work in partnership
with Totnes ramblers to ensure that our neighbourhoods are kept green and walkable.
We would like to give a big “thank you” to all our members who have worked very hard in a number
of different ways to ensure that we have all had a very enjoyable and successful year.
Pat Hillier, Secretary
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