T

he story begins in 1977 when North
Devon Ramblers was formed with about 10
members. My mother, Catherine, was one
of those and in 1978 when membership had
more than doubled, she asked Joan if she
would like to join her at Pilton Community
College for the ramblers AGM. Joan went
along and liked what she saw and heard.
She joined Ramblers straight away and
the rest, as we say, is history. And along
with her many walking friends, Joan explored the North Devon footpaths and Public Rights of Way, and became more interested in the maintenance and preservation
side of footpaths, as well as encouraging
walking for all.

In 1979 Joan became Treasurer and
Membership Secretary, as well as taking on
small tasks within the group, including being persuaded by our then Chairman Joyce
Stanley, to attend Area Council representing the group … Teresa

J oan remained a member of Devon
Area where she represented Devon at
national level at General Council on
approximately seven occasions. She
was elected Vice-President of Devon
Area in 2010. ...Teresa

J oan
was truly inspirational. I remember her from the early
1990s. She seemed to pop up everywhere: General
Council, meetings, the campaigning rallies and events we
once used to hold (Forbidden Britain day, protests about
new roads, etc), volunteer training sessions — always
helpful. I shan’t forget the help she gave over the public
inquiry into access to Vixen Tor, on Dartmoor, in about
2010. It was held over several days in a frosty December in
remote Princetown. Representing the Ramblers at the
inquiry, I stayed (overnight, I mean) in the local pub, the
Plume of Feathers, and Joan and Mike and other volunteers
joined me there for dinner each night to discuss the next
day’s evidence and to take advantage of the Dartmoor
Brewery’s winter-warmer ale (launched there and then,
first barrel free: making it handy to be a resident!). Once
the tactics were discussed, we had three rollicking good
evenings in succession — one of those types of occasion
that bring it home more than anything what a dedicated
and enthused set of volunteers we have. Alas, the objectors
produced a trump card which scuppered the claimed path,
so there is still scandalously no access to Vixen Tor. It is
dispiriting when that happens
after all the work everybody’s
done, but Joan couldn’t have been
nicer or more sanguine about it.
I last spoke to Joan early last
year. She was great to chat to,
and always asked after my
partner (staff 1991–2007) with
whom she had closely worked
on some Devon campaigns
issues. ...Eugene

J oan was born & bred in Barnstaple & back in

A

nyway, starting in the late 1970‘s
with Joan in full time employment me
part time, two dogs in tow and no car
between us, our great times together
escalated into a lasting friendship.
So our recce’s for weekends away
started in the in the 80’s with Youth
Hostelling, at St. Briavals Castle. At the
Elizabethan Feast we both had a forfeit
for eating with a fork instead of our
fingers, so we stood on the table and
sang ‘Maybe it’s because I’m a
Londoner’. (much to Joan’s disgust)
Joan loved this one at Bellever Youth
Hostel. Joan always made the first
cuppa, and I was above in the bunk.
Unfortunately I fell asleep before I
finished drinking and it all fell down on
her, cup and all!
The biggest laugh, staying at a B&B
on Dartmoor. Joan had fallen flat into a
bog, we crept back in, and she stood
fully clothed in the shower whilst I
hosed her down. … Chris

I

the1990’s when I joined the Ramblers, crossing
the Torridge was like going into ‘bandit country’
However in 1998 the North West Devon group
folded & the North Devon group had a whole new
territory to explore & manage.
One of Joan’s great interests was looking at OS
maps & she was excellent at devising new
walking routes. Joan would often ask me to
accompany her on her recces to find new walks
for the group. I lived in Beaford before moving to
Burrington & footpaths in these areas were soon
explored & walks shared. However, venturing
from Dolton to Iddesleigh one day was not so
easy. Watery lane near Dolton lived up its name,
and Joan left a pole by an overgrown stile so
backtracking was needed. Streams without
bridges were crossed & footpaths found through
woods & fields with no signs or markers. We also
had to find our way through several overgrown
hedges. Joan being a Devonian, was able to chat
to 2 local farmers we met with the result that they
offered to take us to the pub at Iddesleigh!
Joan was very good at reporting FP problems
to the relevant authorities. After the devastating
Foot & Mouth in 2001 there was a big push from
the local authorities to attract people back to the
countryside by improving the FP network. Joan
was instrumental in getting paths cleared, new FP
& BW signs & markers, new stiles or kissing gates
& bridges repaired or constructed.
… Pauline

n 1995 Joan was elected as Vice-Chairman of Devon
Area. In 1997 she was elected as Chairman of North Devon
Ramblers, insisting in her own way on the title being
Chairman, not Chair or Chairperson. So that is what she
was!
In 1998 North West Devon Ramblers folded and North
Devon took over their territory, thereby doubling our
membership. Two Footpath Officers were appointed, one
of which was Joan, who looked after the Torridge area.”
1998 also saw Joan being elected as Chairman of Devon
Area, a post she held until 2002. .... Teresa

I remember making that first phone call to
Ramblers and speaking to you, and you were
so chatty, informative and welcoming I just
knew I would be ok coming along on my first
walk.

Joan gave many years of service
to the Exmoor Local Access
Forum and for Exmoor’s Public
Rights of Way. Her kind and
balanced views were always
very welcome.
...Dan

CHEDDAR GORGE 2002

J

oan organised an amazing total of 55
group holidays! - ranging from Salcombe
to Sidmouth to Stroud to Swanage to
Shipham and Shrewsbury. Her planning
and attention to detail was meticulous and
she and Mike recced the area beforehand,
checked out the accommodation and led
many of the walks.

Joan was
always able to speak up for North Devon
Ramblers and Ramblers in general on all
sorts of issues affecting walkers, rights of
way and open spaces. A few years before I
became a member a BBC4 programme in
2010 “The Great Outdoors” featured Ruth
Jones joining a Berkshire walking group.
She played the part of Christine who had
previously been a member of the
Barnstaple Ramblers and used the
experience to disagree with her new walk
leader’s expertise at every opportunity. At
the time I remember very clearly Joan
coming on the radio (or TV) speaking up
for the power of rambling and defending
the Barnstaple group. The “Great
Outdoors” is available on You tube and
gave me a little chuckle the other day as I
watched and thought of Joan defending so
many issues that she believed in.
… Maggi

Throughout the years
Mike was a great
support to Joan and
probably did more
behind the scenes
than we will know.

M

any events have passed, but let’s not
forget this year of Joan winning the Ramblers photo competition in lockdown, receiving a Dartmoor Tor book from Area which she
was thrilled about. Then for me she organised
the certificate of outstanding contribution to
walking, signed by Kate Ashbrooke and presenting it to me in her last weeks, what an
honour. ...Chris

I

didn’t have the pleasure to meet Joan however I joined the ramblers one year ago and
have heard many people talk about the important role she played in keeping the North Devon
Ramblers group going and keeping footpaths open.
I don’t have any funny stories to tell about Joan
but I do know how important her organisational
skills and vision contributed to the ND ramblers
group. The committee are finding it hard to fill
her shoes and yet are moving the organisation in
a direction which will mean that many of us will
have lovely walks with views and lots of weather.
We will continue to meet fellow walkers and
make new friends. Our walks won’t be with Joan
but she will be mentioned and remembered.
I for one will be grateful that she played such
an important role in leading and enabling this
group to contribute to keeping people (I mean
friends) walking, and footpaths open. ...Jackie

I have been a North Devon Ramblers member for 30 years & throughout that
time Joan has always been there to ‘gather us round’ with a big welcome to all.
A lovely walking companion & a very good friend who is greatly missed.
...Pauline
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