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YOUR AREA NEEDS YOU
This year’s AGM sees the retirement
of Tony Yule as Area Chair. He reluctantly took on the role three years ago
but has proved an inspiring Chair for
the Area. He has ensured that the
Area Council now has a sense of direction and purpose in working towards
the Ramblers charitable aims and has
ably run their meetings. At the time of
writing this no one has stepped forward to fill this vital role. WOULD
YOU BE INTERESTED?
If you are, do contact Tony (Tel: 029
2089 0621) to discuss and learn more
about the job.
Diane Davies - Editor

VoG Ramblers on BBC Breakfast June 2018 (see their report for more detail)
and enjoyed learning about many aspects of the Ramblers’ work. We have
decided that, at the same time as my
three year stint as your Chairman expires, it is time to go.

CHAIRMAN
Another year has passed and I hope
that you have had the chance to enjoy
much of the Welsh countryside on
your own, with friends, or with one or
more of our twelve groups.
My wife, Marvi, and I have been TaffEly’s representatives on the Area committee since the days prior to the spilt
of the Gwent and Glamorgan Areas
over twenty years ago. During this
time we have made numerous friends

Ramblers’ Areas over Wales differ in
their organisation and relationship
with their groups. In our case the Area
is mainly a forum for discussion and
the dissemination of Ramblers’ directives and advice; it is the groups’ committees who organise their walk
programs, other events, finances and
work to protect the rights of way network. Some also have working parties
who improve the walking environment

in their Area. On your behalf I would
like to sincerely thank our many volunteers for their contributions to their
group’s successes by giving their time
in administrative posts and leading
walks. We could not function without
their support.
Since last year the Area has been collecting statistics on the number of led
walks. Unfortunately, not all groups
have submitted figures for all of the
months but the extrapolated figures
show that in the year from August
2017 to July 2018 there were over
1,700 led walks with around 27,000
participants.

GLAMORGAN AREA AGM (open to all members)
SATURDAY 10th NOVEMBER 2018 at

2:00pm

At

Welsh St Donats Community Hall,
Cornelly Cross, Welsh St Donats, CF71 7SS
Speaker: Elena Bianchi, Sustrans Cymru.
With a five mile leisurely morning walk starting at 10:30am from the venue
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Each group is entitled to send two
voting members to the four Area meetings held each year in Cowbridge. I
thank all those who attended for their
contributions. One of my aims as
Chairman has been to encourage as
many people as possible to express
their opinions, hopefully not all at
once! There have been differences of
opinion but members have always
been polite and courteous. I must also
acknowledge the massive support I
have received from the full complement of the Area’s honorary officers;
this greatly simplified my task. I am
confident my successor will receive
similar backing.
Kate Morgan, our Ramblers’ Area
Support Officer, has contributed to
some of these meetings. Recently she
met Gwyn Lewis and me with ideas on
improving meetings. Hopefully the
next Chairman will continue to receive
her support and implement some of
her ideas.

fer walking with regular colleagues. I
expect this topic to be on the agenda of
our coming AGM, (see notice on page
1) so make your views known to your
delegates, or even better, come along
and tell us yourself.
The dreaded General Data Protection
Regulations have affected our communications with you all. This annual
report and groups’ walks programs are
considered as membership material
and we are permitted to send them to
all members. However there has been
much pruning of groups’ email lists.
Make sure that you have contacted
head office to ensure that your membership details and contact preferences
are up to date.
To finish I trust that you will all enjoy
another year of walking and hope that
you continue to support the Ramblers’
in their aims to protect the walking
environment.
Tony Yule

With sadness I must report the deaths
of four of our prominent members;
Barbara Palmer and Val Hartrey from
Penarth, Michael Carey from the Vale
and Vernon Davies from Swansea.
Their active support to Ramblers in a
variety of ways will be missed by all.
Our thanks go to the Cynon Valley
Group for arranging the three Area
walks. In the last two years these have
been affected by poor weather and the
numbers attending have been reduced
despite the fact that groups did not
arrange any competing walks. Personally I enjoy these occasions as a chance
to meet old friends and make new
contacts. However other walkers pre-

The financial situation of The Ramblers continues to be stable, and the
devolution of control over Area and
Group funding to Welsh Council has
become established.
Our initial funding request for
2017/18 was £8,000, with three
groups: Cardiff, Vale of Glamorgan,
and Swansea submitting budgets.
WCEC increased Swansea’s funding
request by £250 to avoid their reserves
falling too low, so our total request
was £8,250 (in 2016/17 it was £8,700).

9 Months to
June 2018 2017/18
Actual
Budget

2018/19
Budget

Reserves b/f

9,204

9,320

9,320

8,100

Total Income

8,780

6,247

8,310

8,060

Group Funding
Newsletters/publicity
Practical work
Meetings
Admin
Other

5,365
2,799
126
359
15
50

5,450
3,121
318
311
10

5,450
3,100
1,400
850
400

3,632
3,500
1,100
950
400

Total Payments

8,664

9,260

11,200

9,582

(3,013)

(2,890)

(1,522)

6,307

6,430

6,578

Reserves c/f

116
9,320

I give comparative figures in the summarised Receipts & Payments Accounts shown in the Table below.
I have often stated that it is important
for us to spend our resources on The
Ramblers charitable objectives. The
Area holds reserves to do this, and will
provide part funding to groups for
projects such as footpath work or publicity. In 2017/18 we gave a grant of
£265 to Swansea Group for installing
gates on a footpath in Gower. It is
disappointing that, for various reasons,
no further grants were paid.

TREASURER

2016/17
Actual

Surplus/Deficit ()

The Basic Allocation to Groups was
£95 per group plus £0.98 per member
(in 2016/17 it was £95 & £0.95). Total
Group Funding was £5,450 (in
2016/17 it was £5,365). By reducing
our funding request, with group funding increasing, we planned for a deficit
this year. I forecast that we will have
a deficit in 2017/18 of £1,220 against a
budget deficit of £2,890. This will
bring our reserves to £8,100, 85% of
total expenditure, below the limit of
100%.
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On a similar point, can I ask groups to
remind their Footpath Officers that
they can claim expenses from Area.
They do a lot of work on behalf of the
public, and are our main contact with
local councils. They should not be
seriously out of pocket.
Our Budget Application for 2018/19
has been submitted, and is awaiting
approval. We have requested £8,000
total funding (in 2017/18 it was
£8,250). Group funding has reduced
considerably to £3,632 (in 2017/18 it
was £5,450). Only Merthyr Vale, who
have low reserves, submitted a budget.
The other Groups, including Cardiff,
are happy to accept their basic allocation. A concern is that this represents
a low level of activity in the Area,
which may need to be addressed.
By reducing the Area funding request,
we are forecasting a deficit for 2018/19
of £1,522. This will reduce our Reserves Percentage to 69%.
I would like to thank Group Treasurers, and the officers and members of
Area Council, for their attention to
financial matters. I am confident that
we have the resources to promote the
enjoyment of walking for members
and the public.
Ian Fraser

GENERAL SECRETARY
1. Events & AGMs
Glamorgan Area AGM (held October 2017): Many thanks to Swansea
Group for hosting the event (though
there was no need to invite Storm
Brian). Thanks also to the Guest
Speakers Aled Elwyn Jones (Tiger
Bay Rambler) and Rebecca Brough
(Ramblers Cymru). Our 2018 Area
AGM starts at 2pm on 10th November at Welsh St Donats Community
Hall. All Glamorgan Area members
are invited to attend; contact your
Group Secretary for details.
Ramblers General Council at Bangor
University (held April 2018): Our
Area attendees were myself and Barry
Southwell. A low key event with business conducted with minimum fuss.
The main themes were: how to increase membership and volunteers
and staff working as a team on a
shared journey. General Council
2019 will be in Manchester on
13th/14th April. Our Area Delegates
(expenses paid) are chosen at our
AGM. Members interested in being
Area Delegates (first time attendees
most welcome) should make themselves known at the AGM or through
their Group Chair or Secretary.
Welsh Council at Gregynog Hall,
Powys (finally held late April): Delegates from Area, Groups and our
members on the Welsh Council Executive Committee (WCEC) attended.
[Following this Welsh Council,
Gwenda Fitzpatrick, from the Vale of
Glamorgan Group, was co-opted on
to WCEC.] Welsh Council 2019 will
be on 23rd/24th March at the Welsh
Language and Heritage Centre, Nant
Gwerthyn, Pwllheli. Groups are encourage to send their delegate and
submit nominations for Area Delegates (again decided at Area AGM).
Area Walk on Sunday 27th May
2018: hosted by Cynon Valley Group
at Dare Country Park. Number attending was disappointing (though adverse weather forecast a contributory
factor) and this has triggered a discussion within Area Council as to its continuance.
Ramblers
Cymru
Volunteer
Training/Development: The additional resourcing of Ramblers
Cymru has enabled staff to organise training/development sessions
for members and volunteers. This
year they have organised: Short
Walk Leader Training (in Merthyr
Tydfil); GDPR Training (in Car-

diff); Short Walk Leader Training
(in Port Talbot) and Advanced
Public Rights of Way Training &
Mapping (in Cardiff). Ramblers
Cymru are keen to offer further
volunteer training and welcome
suggestions from groups. Group
Committees are requested to consult with their members and submit
any training suggestions to Ramblers Cymru.
2. General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)
The big event troubling Group Chairs
and Secretaries this year has been
compliance with GDPR. I do not
intend confusing matters further by
commenting on GDPR, merely to ask
that our Group Committees familiarise themselves with the Ramblers
Guidance and comply. For details
refer to Ramblers GDPR Toolkit on
the Ramblers website:
3. Ramblers records
Volunteers: please check your details
on My Profile on Ramblers website
account at ramblers.org.uk. There is a
new section added called My Volunteering Activities where you can view
and update the volunteer roles which
Ramblers hold against your name on
its database (after you securely log in).
Ramblers can use this to ensure all
volunteers have access to the right
training and new tools currently being
developed.
Members: please update email contact
details
and
preferences
at
ramblers.org.uk/my-account so that

Ramblers can keep you advised of
Rambler initiatives and developments.
Gwyn Lewis

FOOTPATH SECRETARY
Rights of Way Improvement Plans
There is a duty under the CROW Act
2000 (s. 61) on Local Authorities to
make a ten year prioritised plan to
improve their Public Rights of Way
(PRoW) networks to benefit all users:
walkers, cyclists, horse riders, off-road
users and people with sensory or mobility problems. The Glamorgan Area
Local Authorities are currently at various stages in their review of existing
RoWIPs and in consulting/deciding
on the next ten year plan.
Our Group Footpath Officers will be
involved in the feedback, consultation
and review stages and they will appreciate members support and assistance.
Interested members should contact
their Group Footpath Officer or Committee.
Ramblers Cymru Campaign: Taking
forward access in Wales
The on-going Welsh Government Access Saga continues. Over the summer, the Welsh Government consulted
(again) on changes to access legislation
in Wales. Ramblers Cymru supports
the positive proposals (e.g. an all
Wales digital definitive map and more
access to the coast) but challenges the
suggestion that all footpaths should be

Penarth Group doing path-clearing work (see their report for more about this)
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Footpath Orders/Papers received from Local Authorities via Ramblers
(London) (August 2017 – July 2018)
Type

No.

Local Authority

Extinguishment/Stopping Up

4

Cardiff (2); Swansea (1); Vale
of Glamorgan (1)

Diversion

12

Bridgend (2); Cardiff (4); RCT (1);
Swansea (3); Vale of Glamorgan (2)

Creation

1

Vale of Glamorgan

Modification

4

Bridgend (3); Swansea (1)

Temporary Closures
(not always sent to Ramblers
London)

1

Swansea

Consultations (not including
those sent direct to Groups)

11

RCT (1); NPT (4); Swansea (3);
Vale of Glamorgan (3)

use the full plethora of on-line options
with social media, websites and e-mail.
Poster campaigns in local surgeries,
pharmacies and libraries also can bear
fruit and that old fashioned ‘social medium, ‘word of mouth’ can work wonders. An important issue in increasing
net membership is to hang on to members we already have by offering a
wide variety of options and social
events to widen the appeal of membership. As mentioned above, we in Glamorgan seem to be doing better than
average so let us keep it up.
Allan Morgan

Contact your Group Footpath Officer for details of the above Orders.
automatically upgraded to bridleways.
The Welsh Government’s review is
also considering how the 2026 Cut Off
Date provisions are to be applied.
Public access is a public good
The UK’s withdrawal from the EU
means that a replacement to the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) needs
to be developed. Agricultural land
makes up 70% of the UK, so the new
policy will have a significant impact on
the quality of our environment, our
ability to access the countryside and
the state of our path network. The
Ramblers recognise that agricultural
production is one of the most important activities taking place in the countryside, and that some public
investment will be required to support
the industry when the UK leaves the
EU. This investment must however
deliver benefits for wider society, including improved maintenance of existing paths and enhancements to the
network.
Network Rail level crossing closures
Ramblers are opposing Network Rail’s
proposed plans to close 130 level crossings across East Anglia. Though not
on the same scale as above, Network
Rail appear to have plans to close
crossings in the Vale of Glamorgan.
As ever many thanks to the Group
Footpath Officers for their efforts over
the year and long may it continue.
A very sad farewell to Barbara Palmer
who died last January. Barbara was
Penarth Group Footpath Officer from
1996 to 2014.
Gwyn Lewis

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
For the twelve months to the end of
July 2018, membership in the Glamorgan Area increased by thirty-nine to
2397. This 1.65% increase compares
well with the general situation where,
in the same period, numbers were
slightly down in Wales and Great
Britain. Across the Area the situation
was variable with Bridgend, Maesteg
and Tiger Bay suffering minor losses to
their membership and Cynon Valley,
Swansea and Tawe Trekkers having
noticeable increases percentage-wise.
Swansea increased their membership
by an impressive twenty-two members
taking them above 400 members for
the first time in their history.
During the last year or so, Ramblers
Cymru has published walking statistics
for each group and the area as a whole.
It is interesting to note that, especially
for the larger groups, a noticeable percentage of members do not participate
in our organised walks. It is important
that we maintain contact with these
members by inviting them to social
events and maybe canvassing their
needs, so as to ensure that we offer the
type of walk that appeals to them.
It is also intriguing that forty-seven
members are not even aligned to a
particular group and so are not benefiting from any regular communications
that other members receive. Gwyn
Lewis provides them with a summary
of walks available across the area each
week, so maybe they benefit from a
Pick & Mix option!
Increasing our membership is an ongoing challenge. Many of our Groups
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PUBLICITY OFFICER
At my first Area Meeting in December
last year the Committee agreed that I
should conduct a survey of groups in
Glamorgan Area to find out what
methods they use to publicise their
walks programme. I created a questionnaire with seven questions and I
sent it to the twelve groups and had ten
responses. Thank you to all of those
who replied.
Question 2 showed that publicity was
conducted by a group Publicity Officer
in 50% of respondents, 40% by the
Secretary and 10% by another member
of the group.
Question 3 asked what means do
groups use to communicate with their
members. Not surprisingly 90% use a
printed programme and a website,
100% used emails, 80% use a type of
social media and 50% contacted their
members in person, by post or by telephone.
Question 4 asked what means groups
use to communicate with the public.
90% of groups use a website. Seven
use social media, six use posters in
public buildings; five use the walks and
events manager on the Ramblers website; four use newspapers and posters
in shops and cafes; two magazines or
press release. What’s On listings, community TV, local radio and local
events are also used by some groups.
Question 5 asked which if any social
media do groups use. Eight use Facebook, three use Twitter; two use
What’s App and one each for Instagram and You Tube. One group does
not use social media and nobody uses
Pinterest and Snapchat.

Question 6 asked if any of the respondents had undertaken any training. Only one had.
Question 7 asked if anyone had used
the volunteer toolkit, Talking About or
Campaigning for The Ramblers, on the
Ramblers website. Six said “No” and
two respondents said they had done so;
whilst two said they did not know
about it.
Analysis and Conclusions
Firstly, the type of publicity used varies
considerably between groups, no
doubt partly reflecting the size of each
one. Social media seems to be widely
used in addition to the traditional
printed programme and a website.
The Group Walks and Events Manager (GWEM) on the Ramblers website
is not used as much as I would have
expected. Only five groups said they
use it. It is a pity because it is a good
way of promoting your group’s walks
more widely. I was surprised so little
use was made of press releases. Also
there seems to be a lack of use and may
be awareness of the volunteer toolkit,
Talking About or Campaigning for The
Ramblers, on The Ramblers website.
Perhaps more support and encouragement to use the GWEM and to access
the volunteer toolkit would be a good
start. There may be a need for more
training for these.
Richard Beale

WALKING ENVIRONMENT
OFFICER
I have not had any issues reported to
me that affect the countryside that we
walk in. This is no doubt a reflection
of the fact that few groups in the Area
have their own Walking Environment
Officer. I have not spotted any local
problems myself but it is not easy to
keep an ear to the ground for developments across the county.
The issues that I am aware of could
include the effects of Brexit on the
countryside: not something I can do
much to influence, and hopefully
Ramblers nationally are working on
this one. Another example that comes
to mind is the dumping of mud from
the construction of Hinkley Point C
nuclear power station just off the coast
of Cardiff. Is this an alarmist campaign by certain local politicians or a
genuine major concern to the population of Cardiff? Again, probably not

something appropriate to get involved
with.

the dazzling Christmas Spectacular at
Westonbirt.

What I really need is reports of genuine local issues, where consultation
with the relevant council can produce
a better outcome for walkers. This
means anything that affects our enjoyment of walking (other than the paths
themselves, where problems should be
reported to the relevant Footpaths Officer). I urge all members, group committees etc, to pass anything that
comes up on to me; it would make a
nice change to have something to follow up.

The Group also arranged gentle three
to four mile strolls on Thursday mornings for members not wishing or not
able to take part in the longer more
strenuous walks. Our Wednesday
evening walks were also well supported in the months of May to August.

Mike Kohnstamm

GROUP REPORTS
BRIDGEND
Our five to six mile walks usually attract between twenty and thirty-five
members, and a few dogs, every Sunday. They are a very sociable group
with many of the walkers adjourning
to a pub after the walk where occasionally lunch has also been arranged.
They also sometimes go for evening
meals at Christmas or to celebrate
someone’s birthday. In addition, two
coach trips had been organised, as in
previous years. This year, they went to
Bradford-on-Avon, Wiltshire and Westonbirt Arboretum, Gloucestershire
for walks of the usual length, with a
post-walk visit to the local town for a
meal and some shopping opportunities. Impressed with the Arboretum
they organised an additional trip to see

A big thank you must go to the organisers of our summer trip to the Alps
this year and to those who led the
wonderful alpine walks on our two
week holiday. We have many lovely
images to feed upon as the summer
draws to a close and autumn and winter dominate the scene again. The
fifteen intrepid members will never
forget the feeling of being surrounded
by the towering, snow-capped mountains with their glaciers, like sleeping
giants, clinging to their ravines, the
carpets of alpine flowers, the clear alpine air and the cacophony of sounds
such as the distant chant of a yodelling
choir mixed with the range of treble
and bass bells from the grazing cattle
and sheep. We enjoyed that delicate
balance between the adrenalin inducing scariness of crossing steep snow
slopes and balancing on high rocky
pathways, often with formidable drops
to one side, and the leafy peacefulness
of alpine forest walking, watching the
wood ants going about their business
and listening to the babbling of busy
streams. Then there was the enjoyment of delicious food and, most important of all, great company and
plenty of laughs and stories to share.
After the Brecon Beacons Mountain
Rescue Team’s catastrophic fire last

Bridgend Ramblers in Saas Fe Switzerland in the summer
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winter a total of £378 was raised towards helping them replace all their
precious equipment that was destroyed.
A big thank you must go to the many
members who turn out on our weekly
walks, whatever the weather, and who
appreciate the work of the walk leaders
who take time and effort to organise
the walks in the first place. Our Programme Secretaries provide a balanced programme of three walks of
varying distance and difficulty every
Sunday, walks on Wednesday evenings in the summer, a choice of walks
on Tuesdays and more gentle strolls on
Thursdays.
Cardiff Group ascending Matagalls in Parc Natural del Montseny, Catalunya in March

John Sanders

CARDIFF
As usual the most important aspect of
our work continues to be providing a
varied programme of walks for our
members. Thanks must go to Gwyn
Lewis, our Rambles Officer, for ensuring that we have an abundant and varied choice of walks. Thanks must also
go to Margaret Wallis who has taken
on the job of organising the Family
Walks programme. However, the biggest thanks must go to the many members who volunteer to lead these walks.
We offer walks on Fridays, Saturdays,
Sundays and on Wednesdays which
still remains still our most popular day
with sometimes four walks being offered, particularly in the summer.
Then, in addition, we have the Thursday evenings walks during the summer. Sunday walks are still our biggest
problem at the moment, with insufficient leaders to ensure that we can
offer walks every Sunday. Walks
range from easy three or four miles of
the family-orientated walks and the
Thursday evening walks and the leisurely six-mile strolls of the Friday
walkers up to the strenuous all-day
walks that form one aspect of the
weekend and Wednesday programmes.
Eddie Thomas’ Smiler
walks, easy five-mile walks once a
month on a Wednesday, continue to
grow in popularity. The monthly
Wednesday summer coach trips continue to be very popular and are often
over-subscribed. Once again Leighton
Hill organised a Saturday coach trip,
this one to Bath that was also fullybooked. Richard Garman and Alan

Parry continue the invaluable work of
organising walks for the visually impaired in conjunction with the RNIB.
Linda Hall and Eirwwen Salisbury organised a very successful fortnight
away again, this year to Sitges, near
Barcelona with over forty enjoying a
programme of walks and sightseeing.
Thanks have to be given to both for all
the hard work that is involved in organising these trips and ensuring that
everyone has an enjoyable time. Roma Whiteley organised another very
successful back-packing walk in June.
This year it was the first half of A
Pennine Journey, a national route inspired by a walk Alfred Wainwright
did in 1938. The walk took the party
from Hexham to Housesteads on
Hadrian’s Wall.

Gwyn Lewis, as our Footpath Officer,
continues to monitor footpath issues
and alley-gating proposals, submitting
responses where necessary. Diane
Davies, Walking Environment Officer,
has been involved with discussions and
site visits with Cardiff Council on how
footpaths in the Pontprennau-Lisvane
area, which has been allocated for
housing under Cardiff’s Local Development Plan, might be retain or modified in order to continue to be
attractive to walkers.
Diane Davies

CYNON VALLEY

As well as our six-monthly programme
booklets, we have a newsletter,
WalkTalk, edited by Gillian Masters
that goes out to all members. In addition, Gwyn Lewis independently sends
out his own weekly e-Newsletter
which enables a substantial proportion
of our membership to get the latest
news. Our Facebook page continues
to flourish: we have now passed the
600 ‘likes’ mark with a similar number
of followers. However, we continue to
seek a Facebook aficionado to help us
use our page to a much greater extent.
Mike Kohnstamm is also in the process of revamping the website.

To start, a big thank you must go to all
members of the Group who have contributed in any way to keeping our
group vibrant, interesting and above all
fun to be a part of. Our walk leaders
have, as usual, excelled in the diversity
of walks contained in our walks’ programmes. Our committee representatives have served us with unstinting
loyalty and vigour over not years but
decades. Allan and Chris, thank you
from us all past and present.
An enjoyable time was had by all on
the Group’s short holiday to Waterford, Ireland last September, with
walks of varied intensity and difficulty
undertaken; thank you David for your
time and effort in organising this break.

In the run-up to the implementation of
the General Data Protection Regulations, the committee discussed how all
our communication with members
should meet GDPR requirements and
we have put in place appropriate measures to meet them.

Our AGM was held in the Cwmdare
Social Club and was well attended as
usual; maybe it is the buffet that gets
them all there? I suspect, however, it
is the details of upcoming breaks and
holidays that is the main attraction. A
quick mention here for our Chairman
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“Roof of Glamorgan”; I cannot see
many of our present-day Ramblers going on that one!
Wishing everyone good health and
great walks
Neil Lewis

MAESTEG

Cynon Valley Group in Gala Gorge, Menorca in May

Gerry Evans for agreeing to undertake
another stint in the hot seat. We enjoyed a Christmas meal and social at
the Brynffynon Inn, Llanwonno which
was well attended with fifty plus members. Here again, was it the food or
our members and their unflinching desire to have a good time whenever possible?
Our walks programme, as always, has
been varied and well supported with a
solid core of active walking members
on both Wednesdays and weekends.
A special thank you goes to all the
Glamorgan Area members who supported us on the three Area walks from
the Dare Valley Country Park in May
of this year. Our walks during the year
have included an overnight coastal
stay in Aberystwyth with impromptu
beach barbecues, due to the great
weather, a challenging walk around
Devil's Bridge and a train trip on the
Heart of Wales line with its fabulous
scenic views.
In early May, our Group holiday to
Menorca was a great success with
twenty-seven members visiting Cala
Galdana. This was organised by Allan
Harrison who deserves great credit for
his hard work and patience with one or
two rogue walkers. We undertook
three walks during the break, all led by
Allan: two along beautiful coastal
paths and a gorgeous gorge walk. A
special mention for Gill Ashton who
had an innocuous slip on a short stroll
which resulted in a wrist and pelvic
fracture, getting whisked off to hospital
for ten days and getting airlifted home.
We wish her the best for the future;

thanks to all those who helped in her
stay in hospital and trip home.
An upcoming trip to Dolgellau with
walks up Cadair Idris and to Portmeirion is eagerly anticipated in September.
Finally, two of our founder members
passed away early this year. David
James, aged 86, was a long-time
Group Officer being variously our
President, Chairman, Secretary and
Footpath Officer. Jack Greenstock,
aged 96, was a real character and
someone who many of us will remember with a smile on our faces. He led
many walks for the Group and was
able to recall details of every walk
years later. His first led walk for the
group was thirty miles around the

This year has again been fairly straightforward with the continued success of
the Wednesday group who have
achieved more success with new members than the Sunday group, possibly
because the Sunday group do longer
and more difficult walks and travel
further afield. This year we have attracted several new members, one of
whom has recently moved to our area
from England. We have particularly
enjoyed showing her the diverse range
of walks available, which has something for everyone (i.e. coast, mountains, forestry and countryside).
The Wednesday walks with their
shorter, more local walks are still very
well attended continuing and we try to
encourage people recovering from injury or illness to join. We still occasionally meet up with other Rambler
Groups on their walks and this has
become a reciprocal arrangement over
recent years giving us an opportunity
to meet members of other Groups.
This coming September we are planning a five-day trek of approximately
eighty miles along Offa’s Dyke, with

Maesteg Group walking along Sker beach on a misty morning
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the majority of the Sunday walkers
taking part.
As a Group we were featured, this
summer, in a promotional video for
the Maesteg Town Council to promote
the benefits of the Llynfi Valley and
showcase our wonderful area, especially for walkers.
Neil Perry

MERTHYR VALLEY
A steady year for Merthyr Valley.
Thanks to the commitment of our
walk leaders as well as guest leaders
from Gelligaer and North Gwent and
our programme co-ordinator, we
again managed to produce a full programme of well-balanced walks with
some old favourites and some new
venues. It is amazing how many new
walks leaders can find for us to enjoy.
Our week day walks are becoming
more established and numbers are
gradually beginning to grow. Sadly,
our introduction of longer walks for
those who enjoy more strenuous
walks was not so successful, mainly
due to the weather and leader illness.
Grateful thanks to both David, who
keeps our web page updated and sends
reminders to members about forthcoming walks, and Alan H, who keeps
our Facebook page updated. Because
of them our walks are well-advertised
and reported on and their input has
been instrumental in attracting some
new members. We have welcomed
Maureen, Sharon, Bill and Cath to our
Group.

dy Hammond took over as Chair replacing Gaynor Jayne. Gaynor is a
long-standing member of the Group
and served as Chair for twelve years.
Members old and new thank her for
her stewardship of the Group over the
years.

Feathers Hotel in Aberaeron. It was a
great success: good company, fabulous
weather, brilliant walks and breath
taking scenery. What else could you
ask for? Well done Peter and grateful
thanks for organising both accommodation and walks.

We again enjoyed our Christmas lunch
in the Cilsanws Golf club. It was a
superb but belated celebration as the
snow in December meant we had to
postpone our meal until January. Despite the delay we had a thoroughly
enjoyable afternoon. The Christmas
card collection was donated to Brecon
Mountain Rescue.

As we move on, we look forward to
meeting many more Ramblers and enjoying many more walks. As ever
thanks to everyone involved in the
Group: walk leaders; committee members and walkers.

We maintain our links to the community, regularly attending meetings of
Merthyr Walking and Cycling Forum
which helps to promote health and
well-being across the Borough, and
again offered one of our walks for the
Ride and Stride event. We also represented our Group, along with other
stakeholders, at a meeting to discuss
proposals from Rhydycar West Expansion Programme. It is a pleasure to
continue to visit Bridging the Gap and
to enjoy a walk with the young people
there.
Ursula Martin, author of One Woman
Walks Wales, came to talk to local children and students about her travels as
part of World Book Day and Alistair
and Derek kindly chaperoned her during her visit.
The highlight of the year was, without
a doubt, the May week-end in the

Diolch yn fawr
Christine Sloan

NEATH PORT TALBOT
The past year has been a mixture of
highs and lows for the Neath Port Talbot Group. September 2017 was one
of the highs when members spent four
days in North Wales.
Jean Davies organised our trip to Llanberis staying at the excellent Royal
Victoria Hotel at the foot of Snowdon.
Day one was walking Snowdon in
good weather until we encountered
some mist and fine rain at the summit
which cleared when descending. On
the second day, the group travelled to
Beddgelert for a spectacular walk led
by Richard Parry on a glorious September day. Finally, on day three the
group travelled to Llandudno to walk
around the Great Orme. A trip thor-

Our numbers remain stable. Although
some new members do not walk with
us, we have continued to enjoy the
company of members from neighbouring groups and from visitors to the
area: from Ross on Wye, Pontypool,
Cynon Valley, Gelligaer, Aberbargoed and Brecon. Despite the weather
conditions some thirty walkers attended the Remembrance Day walk on
Garreg Coch. In January we welcomed back Piero following his year
in France on secondment and more
recently we were pleased to see the
return of Ken, Sue, Derek and Robert
having recovered from illness.
Our AGM was held in October at The
Red Lion in Heolgerrig following a
short morning walk and buffet. Man-

Neath Port Talbot Group in the Beddgelert area in September 2017
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oughly enjoyed by all and, hopefully,
to be repeated in the near future.
Thank you Jean.
A December Christmas lunch was
once again a very special occasion at
the home of Wendy and Brian Ticehurst. We all marvel at Wendy's organizing and culinary skills and the
very special welcome they extend to
group members each year. Many
thanks Wendy and Brian.
The New Year brought some disruption to our walks programme due to
the weather and the ‘beast from the
east’ but walks were generally well
attended. Our thanks to the walks
leaders who led walks during difficult
conditions.
The area walk in May hosted by Cynon Valley was enjoyed by those who
attended. Unfortunately, it clashed
with Gwyneth's birthday and many of
the Group chose a local walk with
once again a wonderful meal prepared
by Gwyneth. Many thanks to her and
Richard for allowing us into their
home. The following week Group
members gathered on a bright, sunny
day at The Golf Range, Aberdulais to
celebrate our twentieth anniversary.
Over forty members attended with
twelve opting for a short walk before
sitting down to an excellent meal.
Shortly after this enjoyable event we
received the sad news that Alan Grey,
one of our very early members and a
regular walker and walks leader had
passed away. Alan was always cheerful, friendly and liked nothing more
than walking and engaging in a conversation with other walkers on the
day. He will be sadly missed.

ill-conceived proposed footpath diversion by NPT Council at Godre'r Graig
in the Swansea Valley was defeated
when an Inspector refused to confirm
the order following a public inquiry.
The council will now need to rethink
and hopefully, consult organizations
including The Ramblers on any new
proposal. Gnoll Country Park, known
by many in this area as a special place
to walk, has now had many of its popular paths confirmed as public rights of
way following a successful campaign
by local residents. Terry Griffiths,
NPT Footpaths Officer, took the opportunity to lobby the countryside officers for the Council to provide a
badly needed footbridge over a stream
which prevented many from walking
the route. Terry is delighted to announce that NPT Council responded
quickly and installed an excellent footbridge for which residents in the area
are very grateful. Many thanks Terry
for your ongoing hard work.
Maureen Griffiths et al

PENARTH
This was a sad year for our group with
the passing of two of our founder
members, Barbara Palmer and Val
Hartrey. Our group was formed in
1993 as a breakaway group from Cardiff Ramblers and Barbara was its first

Regrettably, Arthur Morris, a Club
stalwart and one of its founder members announced recently that he is stepping down from his role of walks
leader for the short walks group. He
will however continue to walk with the
Group on occasions. Arthur sacrificed
his love of the longer and more strenuous walks to form and lead short walks
for those club members who are no
longer able through advancing years or
health issues to complete longer walks.
It is essential for the viability of the
club to be as inclusive as possible and
Arthur fulfilled that role admirably.
Many thanks from us all Arthur.
Finally, successes regarding footpaths
were forthcoming this year. Firstly, an

Chairman. She served in this role till
1996 and then became Footpath Officer, a position she filled for all but two
years until she finally stepped down in
2014. She was also involved with the
Area, Welsh Council and Valeways
and was active in the development of
the Vale Millennium Trail. Val Hartrey was a stalwart member of the
Community Council and served as
Chairman. She was involved with
many village events, chairing a number
and was a Vale Councillor for several
years. For a long time she was Chairman of our Group and, after stepping
down in 2014, came back as Secretary
in 2015. Both ladies led many walks
for the Group over the years and are
sorely missed.
Aside from this sad news our committee continues to do excellent work.
Our Footpaths Officer Geraint Thomas monitors upcoming issues and, on
behalf of the group, has recently lodged
concerns that maintaining footpath
links should be considered when planning the new link road and upgrading
Five Mile Lane. Joy Strangward, as
Publicity Officer, is still getting us good
coverage of completed and planned
walks and events in The Barry &
Penarth Gem and Penarth Times. And
Rachel Armitage as Rambles Officer
encourages walk leaders to provide us
with a good programme, pointing out
potential disruptions (e.g. Fan Dances
at Pen y Fan!). On the social side, our
Social Secretary Krys
Chellingworth, with help
from Membership Secretary Pam Jubb, organised
another very enjoyable
Christmas lunch at the
Cwm Talwg pub in Barry
and is already working
on 2018. Nick James ensures our websites are up
to date with planned and
updated walks. Last but
not least our grateful
thanks to John Nash for
stepping in at short notice as Secretary.

Val Hartrey

Barbara Palmer
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Our leaders put on a lot
of good walks this year
from Gower to the Wye
and the Beacons and
even in the Vale. Our
walks varying from as
short as four miles on
Thursday evenings to
William’s renowned 20+
milers! Joy’s “Loppers
and Choppers” were out

in force again this summer keeping our
paths open (thanks to all helpers); a
task made more difficult by the hot
weather which, while stopping our
grass growing at home, has unaccountably encouraged a mass of overgrowth in wild places. (The hot
weather has also added to the income
of a number of drinking houses on the
way home after a long walk!).
Although being a sad year with the
loss of Barbara and Val, it was, despite
this, a celebratory year being the 25th
anniversary of the Group (which both
would have been proud of). There
were several walks in honour of this
(one was William’s twenty-five miler
for twenty-five years!). But the main
celebration was a barbecue in Porthkerry Park arranged by Joy and ably
managed by Mandy Ewington and her
helpers. This was on 23rd June in the
midst of the summer heat; strange to
think we had been fearing rain when
planning it. It was a superb event
enjoyed by everyone and our thanks to
all those involved with making it such
a success. Fifty years seems too long
to wait for another!
Robin Pitcher

SWANSEA
Membership: Our membership now
stands at over four hundred with fortythree new members this year. We continue, therefore, to plan both to expand
and retain membership. The main
planks of our strategy are:
1. An emphasis on regular short walks
that are held each Saturday and capped
to six miles. This regularity allows
members to plan ahead.
2. Adding more midweek walks and
summer evening walks.
3. Asking leaders to pace walks and
promote a friendly atmosphere. This is
especially important for new walkers,
as an adverse experience will prevent
them from coming again.
4. The social aspect of walking is
promoted. Email addresses are captured to ensure we can advise as many
members as possible about group updates such as social events.
5. Lapsed members are contacted to
ascertain why they have not renewed.
6. Publicity is undertaken on local
media to make the public aware of
Rambler activities.
7. We ensure that a wide variety of
walks are available with regular long
walks on Sundays.

Safety: We emphasise that leaders
need to take care in planning routes
and consider weather conditions. We
have two new GPS’s and have also
purchased two-way radios and emergency tents which can be taken on
walks. In addition First Aid courses
are commissioned for members.
Campaigns
1. Don’t Lose your Way: We have
set up a Sub-Committee to examine
the extent to which we have unregistered paths within our area and pursue
registration of those we find. We will
involve non-Rambler organisations
where working together will result in
path registration.
2. St Iltyd’s Walk: We have undertaken a very successful campaign to
improve this path and we have further
plans for development.
General Data Protection Regulations: They have created a lot of work
for the Committee and members are
reminded that they must indicate how
they want to be contacted.
Finances: These remain sound and
carefully administrated. Members
should remember that if they book a
holiday with Ramblers Holidays, they
should advise the company that they
are members of the Ramblers so that
we receive a donation from Ramblers
Holidays.
Footpaths: Proposed corrections diversions to the definitive map by
Swansea Council have reduced dramatically from the level experienced a
couple of years ago. During the year
the Council has lost their two Rangers,
leading to a reduced capability and
they have stopped repairing stiles. On
a brighter note the Council have been
granted a Marine licence for the construction of a footbridge at Cwm Ivy to
cross the breach in the sea wall and
restore access along the Wales Coast
Path. Various improvements to the
Gower Way are being undertaken at
the Gower Society’s expense.
Path maintenance team: We have
a number of enthusiastic volunteers
who work closely with the Council to
clear paths. This is an activity of
which we are very proud and would
like to thank the people who do this
very hard work.
Social Activities: The social committee goes from strength to strength.
Trips to various places in the UK and
even abroad have been arranged. Fun10

draising on such occasions has extended the work of the social committee.
These activities have been very important in attracting new members and
fostering strong friendships within the
group. The Social Committee are to be
congratulated on their activities.
Publicity: Through our Publicity Officer and others we have reached out
with some success to the local media.
The new local TV station has broadcast discussions initiated by Ramblers,
while press releases have been issued
to promote our summer walks programme and a major task of opening
up a right of way in Gower undertaken
by our work party.
John France

TAFF ELY
Since the publication of the last report
we have enjoyed another good year
and group numbers are staying stable.
Our AGM saw the Officers and Committee returned unchanged and we
subsequently managed to appoint a
new Social Secretary (Eleanor Davies)
who has already proved to be a great
asset to what is a very cohesive team.
Eleanor has already staged a skittles
night which was well attended and is
presently planning a quiz night and our
annual Christmas meal. Our 2017
Christmas Dinner was well attended
and enjoyed by all present and it was
marked by the presentation of a much
deserved Ramblers Volunteer award to
Tony Yule, our Footpath Officer, who
is standing down as Area Chairman
this year.
The latest figures show that to the end
of July we have completed eighty-eight
walks with an average attendance of
thirteen. A particular highlight this
year has been our programme of
Thursday evening early summer
walks. These have proved to be a great
success due to the prolonged period of
sunny weather we have all enjoyed.
Originally scheduled for a total of eleven outings, two more were added so
that the programme ran from early
May to the end of July. Numbers for
these walks peaked at twenty but averaged around fourteen. I am sure all
those who attended enjoyed the
evening sunshine and slightly cooler
temperatures with the chance of a refreshing drink at the end in a local
hostelry. We also enjoyed a weekend

all abilities, weekends away aplenty, a
week of Munroe bagging in Scotland
and a varied socials programme.

Taff Ely Group on their weekend in Aberaeron in the spring.

of walking based around Aberaeron in
the spring and were lucky to have good
weather. Another weekend away in
the Swanage area is planned for early
October with a walk on each of three
days. We ran a very successful coach
trip to Ludlow in June with forty-eight
members attending and it proved to be
a great place to visit with a variety of
attractions available on the day in addition to the two walks that were offered.

been difficult to convince some members of the need to register/update
their contact preferences with Ramblers UK, especially those whose
membership predates the common use
of emails as a source of communication. The drive by Ramblers UK to
effect a uniform strategy took a few
wrong turns but now the dust is settling
normal service is being resumed, albeit
to a much smaller group of recipients
than before.

Close links are being maintained with
the Rhondda Cynon Taff authority,
Llantrisant Town Council and now
also Pontyclun Town Council, who
staged their first walking festival over
the Whitsun week. We provided three
walks of varying lengths that were well
attended by our members but not the
public at large. We are trying to generate local interest by working with both
town councils to provide walks that
they support and advertise and the
Tourism Department of RCT is hoping to produce a number of promoted
walks in the near future. Two of our
members have been reconnoitring
these with council employees. Roger
Dinham, the footpath maintenance
team leader, is also regularly in discussion with these authorities on planned
work to provide clearance of paths,
also to undertaker small repairs and
signage improvements.

Brian Morgan

The new data protection rules that
came into force in May proved to have
a significant impact on the running of
the groups email information service
and has been a source of concern over
the last few months. Whilst a thorough overhaul of our list of contacts
has ultimately been worthwhile it has

TIGER BAY RAMBLERS
Tiger Bay Ramblers (TBR) has enjoyed another highly successful year
with high participation by our members in a wide variety of walks to suit

This year, we have gained thirty-five
new members and have a current total
membership of 266. To encourage
new members, we have been hosting
“Curry Club” on the first Thursday of
each month for several years, giving
potential new members an opportunity
to meet the Group before walking with
us. This year, we have taken this idea
a step further by introducing a “New
Walkers Welcome” walk to the programme. These are held on the first
Saturday of each month and have been
well attended by existing members and
new members alike. We hope this
addition to our Walks’ Programme
continues to encourage new Ramblers
to join the group.
The committee organised a fantastic
opportunity for members to gain their
National Navigation Awards earlier
this year. Six members have gone on
to achieve the Bronze award and are
already leading walks for the Group as
a result. There are several members
booked to complete the Silver Award
in October which we hope will see an
increase in the number of members
leading more challenging walks. At
the time of writing, TBR has gained
eight new walk leaders who, along
with our seasoned walk leaders, have
put on a total of eighty-two walks,
enjoyed by 1040 walkers.
Autumn saw us enjoy a weekend of
walking in the Wye Valley and a weekend of walking the Preseli Hills from
Newport, Pembrokeshire. The Group
welcomed in the New Year with a

Tiger Bay Ramblers on the summit of Schiehallion, a Scottish Munro, in May
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five-day trip to Leominster. Our annual January trip took us to Broadhaven
where we completed twelve miles of
coastal path with a linear walk.
The fabulous summer weather and the
hard work of our walk leaders has
meant we have been able to provide a
wide variety of walking opportunities,
including two camping trips. The first
summer trip was based in St David’s
and included picturesque walks along
the coastal path. The second saw us
camp near Crickhowell and enjoy
some spectacular walking in the Black
Mountains. Our packed programme
also included a weekend away in
Worcester which included a strenuous
walk across the Malvern Hills as well
as a walking tour of the city.
On our Socials Programme this spring
was the South Wales Three Peaks
Challenge. This provided our members with the perfect opportunity to
increase their fitness ready for a week
of Munroe bagging in Stirling. The
Scottish weather was uncharacteristically kind enabling us to fully appreciate the spectacular views surrounding
Loch Tay. The twenty-one members
who attended had an excellent time
courtesy of Katy McGavin who went
to a great deal of effort to ensure a
fantastic holiday for all.
TBR was represented at the annual
Young Ramblers weekend in Reading
this year where those who attended
enjoyed a variety of walks as well as
the opportunity to catch up with members from other areas. This annual
event continues to go from strength to
strength.
The committee would like to thank all
of its active members, particularly
those who led and organised the wide
variety of walks and holidays. We
look forward to another exciting year
ahead.
Sara Bines

VALE OF GLAMORGAN
This has been a sad year for the group,
as in March 2018 our Chairman, Mike
Carey, died aged only fifty-nine after a
long period fighting cancer. He was a
popular member and his passing cast a
shadow over the group. His funeral
was very well attended and showed
how well he was liked by many in the
community.

Mike Carey in his element

On the walking front the group has had
another successful year, with total
membership holding steady and we
welcomed new members in most
months. We continue to have great
turnouts for the Sunday walks and our
summer evening walks have been very
popular, regularly attracting over thirty
walkers and peaking at forty-five, no
doubt helped by the sunny weather.
Over the winter we continued to run
short monthly walks on a Tuesday to
offset the lack of evening walks. Offering alternative easier walks whenever
there was a strenuous Sunday walk
proved to be a successful way to enable
everyone to walk if they wished.
We were pleased that several members
came forward as new walk leaders but
the Group still needs new leaders as
longstanding members have stopped
leading for various reasons. Members
of the group also led two walks for the
Valeways Vale of Glamorgan walking
festival in May, another way of publicising the group to potential new members. We had two very successful
group weekends away at Buxton in
Derbyshire and Lynton in Devon.
Many thanks go to Jane, Jeff, Mike,
Judy, Ray, Jackie and Del for organising these.
The group again ran a stand at the Vale
Show. This showcased Ramblers and
generated a lot of passing interest.
Thanks again to Gwenda and her volunteers for all the work involved in
setting up and running the stand and,
of course, clearing it away afterwards.
The Group also featured on BBC TV
News in June when we were asked to
provide some typical ramblers to be
filmed on the coastal path near Llant12

wit Major, to publicise a Welsh Government initiative to get cafes to refill
water bottles to cut down plastic waste.
Our social evenings continue to be well
supported, with drinks’ evenings and
winter/summer meals enjoyed by all;
again many thanks to Ruth for organising us. A new departure was to hold a
summer afternoon barbecue, which
was thoroughly enjoyed by those who
came; thanks go to John and Chris for
hosting. We also had an informal 95th
birthday celebration for John Moore,
who has led two walks for us this year.
An age range of 10 to 95 years on our
summer evening walks must be among
the largest. In August Ian Fraser, our
Walking Environment Officer, celebrated thirty years of walking with
Ramblers, in which time he has been a
stalwart of the Group, previously holding the offices of Chair, Secretary,
Footpath Officer as well as being the
Area Treasurer.
Organisationally, our Vice-Chair
Gwion has been Acting Chair since
Mike Carey passed away and we will
appoint a new Chair at our AGM in
November.
Committee members
Jackie, Jane and Jeff have taken on the
regular updating of the website and
Facebook/Twitter pages, all of which
helps us to attract new members. On
the footpath front our Footpath Officer, Peter, continues to attend monthly
meetings with the Vale Council and
also attends the town council footpath
forums in Cowbridge and Llantwit
Major. He has also organised path
clearance sessions, particularly at Coed Arthur, as well as clearing stiles.
Mike Holley

