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Stile is the journal of the Hertfordshire and North Middlesex Area of the Ramblers.
Articles printed in this publication do not necessarily represent the views of
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Moving home?
Please do not write to the Editor. Just inform Central Office via
https://www.ramblers.org.uk using the link in the Members Area, or write to:
Ramblers, 2nd Floor Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment,
London SE1 7TW
Say which Group you wish to belong to—you’ll receive the right Group/Area news.
The Ramblers’ Association is a registered charity (England & Wales no 1093577, Scotland no
SC039799) and a company limited by guarantee, registered in England & Wales (no 4458492).
Registered office: 2nd floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW.
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Editorial
Starting—and staying—
positive
For this Area, the new decade began on
a positive note: in January Patricia Segui
and Rebecca Dawson were elected CoChairs. They’re working closely
together and sharing duties as they see
fit. It’s always good news when
younger members step into key
positions. We wish them (and the new
joint arrangement) all success.
Thank you, Harold
Earlier this year Harold Stokes gave up
his remaining duties on the Editorial
Team to take life more easily. We are
deeply grateful to Harold for helping to
establish the present system of
commissioning articles and planning
content, and for much hard work with
printing and distribution over several
years.
Why Stile looks different
As soon as the impact of the Covid-19
outbreak became clear, it was agreed
Stile should be produced as normal, as
far as circumstances allowed. I’ve
tweaked the design (originally geared
to A4), making more use of shading,
which I hope will make each page a
little easier on the eye.
There are no paid adverts because only
some members have given consent to

receiving material
containing them.
To go on taking
ads would have
meant cutting our
circulation
by
around half. Your
Editorial
Team
thought it was
more important for Stile to reach the
widest possible readership.
‘Even the blossoms shed tears’
So wrote the Chinese poet Du Fu (712770). But as the blossoms began to
appear this Spring, I didn’t shed a tear
as the Coronavirus lockdown tightened
its grip. Working from home meant I
could walk the Parkland Walk for the
regulation hour every day in daylight.
Like Sarah Lea (see page 19) I’ve felt
more grateful than ever for all that the
northern boroughs of London and the
county of Hertfordshire have to offer.
I hope you’ve felt the same way. I
hope, too, that like me you haven’t been
completely housebound; and perhaps
(unlike me) you’ve been able to do
something for the less fortunate.
Stay positive; the countryside won’t go
away. We’ll walk again—and together!
Justin Lumley

As a member of Herts and N Middlesex Area Ramblers, you will always receive
Walk magazine and Stile (which includes AGM information in the December issue).
You must opt in to receive email information. Preferences can be changed at
www.ramblers.org.uk/my-account
Stile is also available in PDF form on our website at www.ramblers.org.uk/
hertfordshire-north-middlesex
If you do not wish to receive a printed version please contact the Area Membership
Secretary at HNMmembership@gmail.com
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From the Co-Chairs
Welcome to the Summer!

Patricia Segui (right in photo) & Rebecca
Dawson
It seems as if the year 2020 forgot to
send its memo in January, informing us
that this year was not going to go ahead
as planned. But, despite the unusual
circumstances, we are delighted to be
your new Area co-Chairs and hope that
we will meet you all soon.
We know that life has been turned
upside down due to Covid-19 and the
subsequent restrictions on every aspect
of our lives.
It
was
disappointing,
though
necessary, for group walks to be
cancelled, but it has been uplifting to
see
so
many
people—Ramblers
members
and
the
public—still
managing to enjoy a walk in these
unprecedented times. The weather has
been generous so far and we hope that
you were able to enjoy some time
outside in the spring sunshine.
While the influx of walkers to rural
areas has caused some conflict, in
general it is encouraging to see many
people getting outside and exploring
their local area on foot. Perhaps we will
find new converts to walking, who will
join us as Ramblers members and
supporters in the future.
Many thanks to all of our volunteers
who have continued their home-based
tasks during lockdown.
Some of our Groups are also using
innovative ways to keep in touch with

members.
Video conferencing software like
Zoom and Skype has enabled groups to
host virtual social chats, after-work
drinks, online quizzes, and committee
meetings. These ‘virtual’ get-togethers
are proving popular in keeping
members connected, and are of great
comfort
to
those
people
who
particularly enjoy the social aspect of
group walking.
Groups are also keeping their
members informed, and offering
inspiration for things to do during
lockdown via email and social media.
Facebook is a brilliant place to share
photos of solo walks, favourite routes,
and help others find places to walk.
We encourage you to look for your
local group on Facebook, and try out a
video social to stay in touch until we
can all meet again.
It may be some time before we can get
back to group walking, but we hope to
see you all in the not too distant future.

STILE wants to hear from you!
We are keen to improve Stile by giving all members a voice. Would you like to share a
favourite walk, an event, opinions, photos, your footpath work, a book or website, or simply a
letter that might be of interest to members? Contact the Editor (see front cover).
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Area news
Herts CC rebuilds
footbridge in Croxley
Green
Colin Knight
A wide, well-used footbridge which
spans the River Gade on Croxley
Common Moor (see right) at the north
entrance
had
been
gradually
deteriorating over the years, to the
extent that gaps were appearing
between the timber decking and the
brick abutments were deforming under
the effect of buddleia growing out of the
joints.
So Herts CC decided there was no
alternative but to rebuild it.
During a surprisingly short Traffic
Regulation Order closure period at the
end of last year, the structure was
removed and the brickwork rebuilt
almost down to water level. They have
made a splendid job of it, as can be seen

from the photograph below.
The span is constructed of steel joists
with most of the upper parts of timber.
The County Council is to be
commended for its timely intervention
in responding to what would have been
a very serious situation if the structure
had been closed for safety reasons for
any period of time, and for the
efficiency of carrying out the work. This
is always a very busy path as it is the

The recently rebuilt footbridge carrying bridleway 17 over the Gade
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only access to the moor on its north
side.
Rather strangely, FP17 was upgraded
from footpath to bridleway status a few

years ago, but only as far as the kissing
gate at the end of the bridge. Across the
moor itself it remains a footpath.

Local Ramblers call for a
Strategic Walking
Network for Barnet

developments, Barnet plans to create a
‘Barnet Loop’, making use of the Silk
Stream and the River Brent to complete
the linkage in the west of the Borough.
We are calling on Barnet to add the
Pymmes Brook Trail and routes from
Burnt Oak through Copthall to Finchley
to make a Strategic Walking Network
across the whole Borough. This should
be well linked to public transport and
provide easy access to parks and open
spaces, as well as town centres and
major residential areas. Good access to
these green spaces contributes to the
health and wellbeing of residents by
attracting more of us to get out and
enjoy them. Defining the network now
will highlight the important connections
between local facilities and make it easy
to
identify
deficiencies.
Then
improvements can be made to the

Libby Martin
In response to Barnet’s Local Plan
consultation, Barnet Ramblers are
calling on the Council to define a
Strategic Walking Network. Walking is
central to the transport plans of the
future. This should include not just
walking to public transport to commute
to work or get to school, but
recreational walking in our extensive
green spaces. We are lucky in Barnet to
have a good network of footpaths in
rural areas, and some long distance
routes including the Capital Ring,
London Loop, and Dollis Valley
Greenwalk pass through the Borough.
These provide good access to the
countryside.
Through
future

Mixed messages for the cycling community

Have you seen anything similar? Let me know—Ed. (Photos discovered by Chris Beney)
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network through Transport for London
funding and when future developments
take place.
The future Barnet Loop is seen as a
shared use trail for cyclists as well as
walkers. To make active travel safe, it is
important that off-road walking and
cycling
routes
do
not
allow
mechanically propelled vehicles such as

electrically powered bicycles and
scooters. Other routes within the
strategic network are more suitable for
walkers only.
Ramblers welcome Barnet’s intention
to improve the facilities for walking in
the Borough, but would like to see it
extended to include the whole Borough,
and integrated into all future planning.

ST ALBANS & DISTRICT FOOTPATHS SOCIETY
Revised and updated 7th edition of

24 FOOTPATH WALKS AROUND ST ALBANS
St Albans & District Footpaths Society has
just published the 7th edition of 24
Footpath Walks around St Albans (the
‘green’ book). Walks vary in length from
11.2km/7.2 miles to 6.6km/4.1 miles. Prior
to this edition, we have sold 21,000 copies
since 1988.
All walks have been checked and amended
where necessary. All maps have been
redrawn and now include directional arrows
in black. Where there are alternative
routes, directional arrows are shown in red
or blue.
To avoid crossing the A414, Walks 16, 17
and 19 have been replaced with new walks,
and for walks 5, 9, 14 and 24, various
changes to the previous edition have been made.
Places of Interest have been replaced with over 100 Points of Interest (POI)
and are cross-referenced with each walk. General Information on local
Geology, Landscape, Land Use, Building Materials, and Place name
elements have been added to this edition.
The outside cover has been updated and refreshed (above), but will still be
known as the ‘green’ book.
Books costing £6.50 can be obtained from outlets in St Albans, Harpenden,
Sandridge, Welwyn Garden City, Hemel Hempstead and Watford. In case
of difficulty, please contact the Books Distributor:
stalbansfootpathbooks@gmail.com
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Don’t Lose Your Way—
we’ve done it!
Libby Martin
I expect you will all have heard the
good news that the online map check of
England and Wales was completed
back in March. It took around two
months. Many of you will have taken
part in the exercise to check the current
OS map against a historic OS map from
around 1900. It was a clever app that
allowed you to slide between the two
maps so you could compare exact
details and mark on footpaths and

Training for new and
existing walk leaders
Ramblers is delivering Walk Leadership
Training for members across England,
thanks to funding from the Peoples
Postcode Lottery.
Whether you are a novice walk leader
or an experienced one, the Ramblers
Walk Leadership Training will help you
develop the skills and confidence you
need to plan and lead inspiring group
walks.
The Walk Leadership Essentials course
covers the roles and responsibilities of a
walk leader, the practicalities of
planning and leading a walk, and some
of the scenarios you may encounter
when out leading group walks.
The trainer will also run through
everything you need to know about
insurance, incident reporting and
safeguarding to ensure that your walks
are safe and enjoyable for all. And there
will be plenty of time to ask questions,
and share experiences and ideas with
your fellow walk leaders!
Both new and existing volunteer walk
leaders are welcome to attend—no prior
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bridleways missing from today’s map.
It was quite compulsive once you got
going!
This of course is just the first stage in
looking for missing paths. The OS map
does not provide legal proof that the
path was open to the public, but it does
provide a useful indicator of where to
start looking for supporting historical
evidence. The encouraging thing is how
quickly things can be achieved with the
right tools to hand. I look forward to
seeing the next stage of Ramblers’
support for DLYW.
knowledge or experience is necessary.
The course does not cover navigation
or practical first aid skills, so you can
leave your map, compass and plasters at
home.

To book:
There are two sessions available for our
Area, each limited to 15 participants, so
you are advised to book your place
ASAP:
Saturday 1 August 2020, Stevenage
Thursday 3 September 2020, Ware
You can book onto a course elsewhere if
it is more convenient.
See the full list of courses and book
online:
https://bit.ly/
HNMRamblersEventbrite
The sessions will only take place if
the Coronavirus restrictions have been
lifted and Ramblers events have
recommenced. If you have already
booked and the course cannot run, you
will be contacted by Ramblers staff
about when the course will be
rearranged.
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Hertfordshire and North Middlesex

Area Walks Day
Saturday 3 October 2020
Based at Chipperfield Common near Kings Langley
– postcode WD4 9BS
This is a chance to meet
members from other
Groups and a special
welcome to people who
do not walk with local
Groups.
Put the date in your diary!
A good walking area close
to the Chess Valley
woodlands, open fields
and on the Hertfordshire
Way.
The village has a large
green, public car parks,
two cafés and three pubs
within half a mile.
There will be access to the Village Hall from 9.30am for use of toilets and the
kitchen. At lunchtime, for those of us not doing a full day’s walk, there is an
opportunity to gather on the green or in the café or pub to greet each other. The
bring-and-share tea in the village hall at 4.30pm will be available for all providing
an opportunity discuss the year’s events.

Choice of up to 9 walks from 3 to 13 miles starting at various times. Some full day
walks and several half day walks. You can mix and match morning and afternoon
walks.
At the time of writing we still expect this event to go ahead.
Final details will be put on the Area website
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/hertfordshire-north-middlesex
and sent to all Area and Group officials.
If you have signed up to receive email on the national site (www.ramblers.org.uk)
you may also get an email about the event.

We hope to see you for pleasant walking in the early autumn.
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Looking forward
We could be (social
media) ‘heroes’
Russell Drury, Publicity and Social Media
Officer, Stag Walkers
In 1999, David Bowie shared his
prediction, on BBC Newsnight, of the
growing influence of the internet: ‘I
don't think we've even seen the tip of
the iceberg. I think the potential of what
the internet is going to do to society,
both good and bad, is
unimaginable... we're
on the cusp of
something
exhilarating
and
terrifying.’
Twenty years on we
are beginning to see
the rest of that
‘iceberg’, and one of
the most influential
things born out of the
internet is the growth
of social media. Social media are no
longer used only by teenagers and
millennials: data from Edison Research
show that the share of people aged 55+
using Facebook grew from 49% to 53%
between 2017 and 2019.
On taking over as Publicity and Social
Media Officer for Stag Walkers late in
2019, I scoured Twitter and hit ‘Follow’
on any account that might be of interest,
or interested in, Ramblers and rambling.
Twitter publicises great causes we can
support. By interacting with other
accounts, whether
individuals or
organisations, we can boost the profile
of local Ramblers Groups and hopefully
attract more people to our hikes.
Social media are perhaps most
powerful in their simplest form: a
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purely visual one. How many times
have you paused at a photo of an
amazing landscape in a glossy travel
magazine and thought, ‘I’d really like to
go there’? Now, thanks to Facebook and
digital apps like Instagram, access to
thousands of inspiring photographs is
just a click or tap away. By uploading
photos to social media after every hike,
Ramblers Groups all over the country
can share with their
online followers the
incredible
landscapes that lie
beyond
the
hedgerows
and
treelines we see on
our commute to
work. Many will be
pleasantly surprised
that they do not
necessarily have to
travel far to enjoy
stunning countryside; they just need to
do a little weekend exploring of some of
the thousands of miles of footpaths
available to us.
The power of the hashtag should also
not
be
underestimated.
Adding
#sunshine, #wildlife, #waterfall, #scenic
or #forest to your post opens your
photo to anyone searching for images
reflecting those themes.
According to Hootsuite, a social media
management platform, 2.45 billion
people log in to Facebook and 1 billion
people use Instagram every month. So if
your Ramblers Group does not yet have
an active social media account, I would
highly recommend getting one started.
We live in a digital age—let’s take
advantage!
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Footpath work
Meet the Footpath
Secretaries: Chris Beney
Chris’s work background was in
aviation and computers. He came to
rights of way in the late 1980s when,
after 40 years as Hon Secretary to an
Aerodrome Consultative Committee, he
witnessed a diversion being granted for
an aerodrome path. Some members of
the Borough committee who granted it
obviously had no idea where the path
ran or what a diversion order involved.
Bushey an d District Footpa th s
Association (BADFA) arose from that.
BADFA is now a Ramblers affiliate.
His interest in gates on paths arose
when BADFA needed a temporary stile
(yes, a stile—it was still the 20th
century) whilst rebuilding a historic
kissing gate and found the British
Standard (BS) for stiles was
contradictory. So he joined the BS
committee, then chaired by Ramblers’
Tony Drake, and took over when Tony
retired. The BS, with government
support, has been updated twice since
then and is widely used, even if not
quite so widely understood.
Besides his standards work, over the
years he has been involved through his
local user group in getting some 20
paths onto the Herts Definitive Map. He
has spoken at, or given written evidence

Chris at the Public Record Office
to, numerous diversion and other
inquiries, speaking for Ramblers or the
Open Spaces Society, always trying to
get a better deal for path users.
He now only looks after one parish for
Ramblers but speaks almost anywhere
within Hertfordshire for the Open
Spaces Society, liaising with Ramblers
Footpath Secretaries, giving the path
users another go at convincing the
inspectors. He recently received a
formal commendation from the
Ramblers for his contribution to
walking and continues to campaign for
‘least restrictive access’ to public paths
and for the widths and structure
designs necessary to achieve that.

Don’t Lose Your Way—joining the next stage?
The Area has two copies of Rights of Way: Restoring the Record by Sarah
Bucks and Phil Wadey, which will tell you all you need to know about the
process of getting paths onto the Definitive Map. You can borrow a copy for
up to two months. To reserve a copy email Roger Bangs at:
rogerbangs130@gmail.com
11

June 2020

Stile

Greenways—where are they going?
With the current very welcome emphasis on sustainable transport and personal well-being
Chris Beney asks if is it time to reinvigorate the idea of Greenways, particularly at a time
when major housing development may bring an opportunity for them to be funded as part of
these developments.

Greenway:

A network of largely car-free, off-road
routes connecting people to facilities and
open spaces in and around towns, cities,
and to the countryside. For use by people of
all abilities on foot, bike or horseback, for
commuting, play or leisure.

I am writing here of Greenways—with
a capital G; Countryside Commission
ones, launched in the late 1990s with the
somewhat ambiguous slogan ‘The way
to go.’
I had hoped, and urged, that they
would be given some legal status in the
CRoW Act of 2000, but alas no.
What are they? See box.
The Countryside Commission (CoCo)
supported a number of Greenway
initiatives. Locally to me Hertsmere
Borough came to it rather late and were
told ‘too late’. But we persuaded CoCo
that our Merryhill site in Bushey, newly
acquired by the Woodland Trust, would
be an excellent and useful additional
Greenway project, joining Bushey and
Carpenders Park. So the Borough

appointed a Greenways officer, largely
Countryside Commission funded (those
were the days) and we were off.
Hertsmere developed a wider vision
for a continuous Greenway which,
besides serving local communities,
would provide a continuous way from
Bushey to Shenley and beyond.
At about this time we were arguing
about a disputed RUPP (Road Used as
Public Path) at Tylers Farm, Bushey. A
deal was done to downgrade to
footpath and create a brand new
bridleway to serve as the Greenway link
from Little Bushey Lane to the A41.
That process required magistrates to
make both changes simultaneously. I

Merryhill Greenway looking west...

… and looking east.
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The Tessa Greenway (left) as new and (right) more recently and further along.
spent a nervous few hours with Herts
CC people at Watford Magistrates
Court, first waiting whilst the court staff
hummed and hawed about who would
hear it, then persuading the magistrates
that my user group (Ramblers affiliate
BADFA) and the British Horse Society
were all in favour if both orders were
made and totally against just making
the
downgrade.
Eventually
the
magistrates agreed to both and we
shortly after set about helping Herts
Countryside Management Service cut

trees and prepare the Greenway.
The photo on the left above shows
where this new Greenway joins the A41.
The A41 crossing used to be
horrendous. It happens that nearby
there was a spare arch in the bridge
taking the A41 over the M1. By
constructing a loop through this arch
the need to actually cross the A41
would be eliminated. Well, after a lot of
lobbying and a tiny bit of skulduggery
on a Hertsmere survey of priorities the
underpass got the go-ahead. It needed a

The spare arch with the Greenway fenced off
from the M1 (visible in the distance).

A later BADFA walk. Note the forbidden
verge on the left.
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At London Colney, a pelican crossing takes the Greenway across the busy road.
Parliamentary Statutory Instrument to
going?’ at the heading of this article?
allow it to be constructed.
Well, the name ‘Greenway’, whilst
Some parts of that complete Greenway
perfectly correct, can be and has been
were ready made, such as Tykeswater
used for all sorts of types of routes. You
Lane near Radlett. Some hadn’t got on
can see by the amount of works needed
the Definitive Map, such as from for my local ones that it is not simple or
Tykeswater
Lane to Shenley
via
the
old
Woodhall Lane:
an old road not
recorded.
A
protracted
negotiation
with
the
landowner and
Hertsmere,
Herts CC, BHS
and BADFA led
by Phil Wadey
resulted in a
satisfactory
mixture
of Another Greenway: Bexhill to Hastings.
bridlepaths and
footpaths there, the bridlepaths then
cheap. They have to be wide enough for
becoming part of the Greenway.
walkers, cyclists and horse riders. But
A Pelican crossing was built (see top) nor were motorways cheap when they
after a lot of lobbying and we ended
were introduced, nor tarmacked roads
with a near-continuous multi-user route for that matter. CoCo’s sort-of successor
from Carpenders Park to London
Natural England has very little money.
Colney and beyond.
So the original concept of large
So why did I say ‘Where are they numbers of environmentally green,
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mostly non-vehicular routes which
would have significantly helped reduce
climate change hasn’t happened, or only
happened sporadically.
That shouldn’t prevent us trying to get
more of our paths up to Greenway
standard and creating new ones. With
the current pressure for housing there
should
be
section
106
money
(developers’
contribution
to
infrastructure). That should at least
allow some slightly more local
Greenways to get built round
settlements with access spurs to them,
with the benefits for health and climate

that would follow. They might then
start to link up, creating a national
network.
Our example shows that this can be
done providing all concerned work
together – planning and highways
authorities and the representatives of
walking, cycling and horse riding
groups. But it needs us to get the
strategic routes into the development
plans as they are revised. There is no
reason why this cannot be done if we set
our minds to it. Greenways can and
must be revived.

Before…
local Footpath Secretary
Libby Martin, after some
months off walking, found a
huge tree across a path— it
had fallen some months ago,
as witness the well worn
path around it

… and after
this and three other
fallen branches in the
woods were cleared—
the same day she
reported them!

You don’t need to be a Footpath Secretary to report problems. If they’re not reported,
nothing gets done...
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Herts CC: Countryside & Rights of Way service
Stiles and gates

Richard Cuthbert
Team Leader, Definitive Map &
Enforcement, Herts CC and IPROW
Director
When I was asked to consider an article
on the issues surrounding the
replacement of stiles with gates, my
memory naturally flew back to an old
Waymark article I wrote (Waymark is the
professional journal of IPROW, the
national, professional Institute of Public
Rights of Way and Access
Management).
It was called Gaps, Gates and
Stiles, a post DDA View and it
may have been post 2005, when
the
second
Disability
Discrimination Act came in (I’d
know if I could find it), a while
before we knew the Equality
Act 2010 was on the cards.
These were all drivers of
change and took us into a new
world where local authorities
had a duty to have regard for
the needs of less able people.
It seems you are all aware of the
massive progress that has been made in
Hertfordshire since then, removing
stiles to leave gaps, or replacing them
with easy access gates and structures;
after all you are out there at least as
much as the Access Officers, if not more!
But the CRoW team at HCC also know
that there still are problems in some
places. When I wrote the HCC policy
back in 2001, which said there would be
no more stiles authorised in Herts
(except in exceptional circumstances…),
it challenged Officers to think of the
‘least restrictive option’ and to have

16

some difficult conversations with
landowners and farmers.
It’s easy to make such sweeping policy
changes from a strategic viewpoint of
course—if you can persuade councillors
it is the right way to go! But putting it
into practice on the ground was always
going to present many challenges. This
is where the sterling work of the team,
backed up by management and a clear
policy, along with national guidance in
the form of the British Standard for

Gaps Gates and Stiles (BS 5709), gave us
a three-pronged campaign to bring
about real change for the better.
David Bambury, our RoW technical
officer and master of all things data, has
crunched the stats for you, which
reveals the following picture:

•

in 2001 there were 2,919 stiles
and 1,750 gates—4,669 structures
in all; but

•

in 2020, there are now only 828
stiles
and
3,564
gates—a
reduction to 4,392 structures in
all with the massive cutting of
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stiles by almost 72%, and
doubling of gates (hopefully easy
access gates!).
We might extrapolate that the
difference means there are now an extra
277 gaps, but the picture of moving
fences, agricultural changes, widespread
development effects on the network,
and other factors across Herts, makes
that too big an assumption to be sure.
I’d like to think there are at least that
many gaps created though, for easy
access for all.

Back in 2001 we heard about, and
aimed
for,
completely
‘stile-free’
parishes and, if memory serves, I think
Sarratt was the first to achieve this
badge of honour. This was only
achieved through the insistence of the
Access Officers in negotiations, plus
Parish
Path
Partnership
‘P3’
improvement work grants, and a good
supply of new gates meeting the BS
5709. When Tom Bindoff, a leading light
in the design and manufacturing of
gates to the new BS, commented that
Herts were ‘in the van’, leading local

authorities to reduce and replace stiles
with easy access gates, it was a
compliment indeed.
Let’s also cover the question of who
owns them and who is responsible for
maintaining them. Your Ramblers and
local society footpath/RoW specialists
will tell you, I’m sure, that structures are
owned by the landowner. There, simple
isn’t it? Well there are of course always
exceptions, but if you start from the
general principle that out in the
countryside, they are all owned and
maintained
by
the
landholder/occupier
to
keep their stock in the fields,
then you won’t go far
wrong.
I usually explain that
landowners want to keep
their stock in safely and are
therefore responsible for
securing all four sides of a
field.
This
includes
providing gates (not stiles
anymore!) where a path
runs through the field and
hence they supply, or pay
for their gate; install it, or
ask Herts CC to; and they maintain it
thereafter. This is all authorised by Herts
CC as local Highway Authority under
the Highways Act 1980, section 147.
The exceptions are structures installed,
owned and maintained by Herts CC
under the Highways Act 1980, section
66, for the ‘safety of the public’. Think of
barriers to stop the kiddies running out
into the road at the ends of paths/
alleyways, where they meet a busy road,
near a school for example; or anti-cycle
barriers on footpaths, and anti-vehicle
barriers on bridleways.
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Herts CC’s offer to landowners is to
install gates with volunteers, to help
keep costs down, and even to source
and supply the materials, structures or
kits, to ensure we get the least restrictive
option that we insist on. However, on
completion and after payment, the
properly installed structure is handed
over to the landowner as theirs to
maintain.
There is a little-known or little-used
rule that owners can claim back 25% of

the reasonable maintenance costs for a
structure, but to date Herts CC has
never received a request…
I hope you all continue to enjoy stilefree walks across Herts, but you can let
us know of any dodgy ones you do still
find out there on:
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/row

Definitive Map update
The Editorial Team are grateful to the staff of the Definitive Map and Enforcement
team in Herts CC’s Rights of way Service for the following update since the last
edition of Stile. They have provided it while working from home and without access
to all their usual records. Because of the lockdown these changes may not yet be on
the online rights of way map.
Dacorum

•

The definitive line of Berkhamsted FP 27 which runs between Waitrose and
the River Bulborne was unusable because it is blocked by developments and
crosses the river with no bridges. A new line has been recorded which
follows existing well used tracks.

•

Dean Lane runs from Clements End Road, just north of Jockey End in Great
Gaddesden parish to Clements End Road in Flamstead parish. The section in
Great Gaddesden was already recorded as a Byway Open to All Traffic
(BOAT) but this terminated at the parish boundary. The remainder of the
track in Flamstead has now been recorded as BOAT 59. This confirms that
the public has a right of way along the entire length of the lane and removes
an anomaly from the Definitive Map.

•

Boxted Farm lies north west of the Gadebridge area of Hemel Hempstead.
Two footpaths (Hemel Hempstead FP17 and FP18) have been diverted so
that they no longer run through the farm yards.

•

Two paths have been slightly diverted and a new path has been recorded in
Eddie’s Field near Ringshall in Little Gaddesden parish. The effect is to
resolve some long standing questions about the detailed routes of FP2 and
FP3 and to add a new FP27 linking the two.
Welwyn—Hatfield

•

A number of footpaths in Hatfield town centre have been extinguished, i.e.
they are no longer public rights of way, to allow the centre to be redeveloped
(Hatfield FP5, 5a and 136).
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The Area in lockdown
Thoughts from Broxbourne

Sarah Lea
I am writing this on Monday 30 March
2020, day 7 of lockdown in the
UK due to Covid-19. Strange
and scary times. There has been
much debate online about what
the restrictions mean; are you
able to drive to the start of a
walk and how long are you
allowed to be outside? My
interpretation is that I should
walk from my door and be
outside for an hour. This has
probably been helped by the fact
that in Broxbourne I have plenty
of green spaces to visit.
However, restrictions have also
opened up new avenues. It has made
me really think about where I want to
walk and actually go down that path I
have always meant to go down.
It has also made me focus much more
on what is in front of me as Spring

arrives. Last Tuesday I saw one cowslip
start to appear but on Saturday it was
joined by others.

The emergence of buds and leaves on
the trees has been very consoling and
optimistic as it reminds me that nature
is resilient and has the power to emerge
from seemingly dormant trunks.
The benefit of walking by water is well
documented
and one I have
l
o
n
g
appreciated.
My walk home
from
the
station is along
the New River
Path and has
always helped
my shoulders
to drop and the
stress of the
working day to
be left behind.
As
I
have
walked beside
the New River
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and (see below) the River Lea in recent
days it has helped to relieve my anxiety;
though the width of the towpath does
not always help with social distancing.
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It’s an ill wind that blows nobody any
good and every cloud has a silver lining,
as my granny used to tell me. Social
media have seen many artists posting
free content and many workers who
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have been disregarded for years are
being appreciated for the care and skills
they bring to ensuring we can lead our
daily lives. I am hoping that out of these
scary times we will all bring something
positive. I hope I remember to notice the

local and the small changes that happen
continually around me. Robert Frost
seems to speak to the moment—see
below.

The Road Not Taken by Robert Frost
Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveler, long I stood
And looked down one as far as I could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;

And both that morning equally lay
In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, I kept the first for another day!
Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
I doubted if I should ever come back.

Then took the other, as just as fair,
And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same,

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.
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Spring in Herts and North Middlesex
We’ve missed out on a whole season this year, one of the best for walking and one
that we’d been taking for granted. Many of us will, however, have managed to get
out for that precious hour and capture a few of the season’s joys.
Here are some photos by members from around the Area (mostly taken in April) to
cheer us up and give us something to look forward to. Spring will be back next
year—and so will we!

Cuckooflower, East Herts.
Fond of meadows, streams
and damp soil generally.
(Sarah Lea)

A number of Groups have a ‘bluebell walk’ in the second
half of April. The glorious spectacle is one you don’t see the
world over, as the bluebell is unique to North-west Europe.
We usually associate it with woodland, but it also grows
near hedges and along cliffs.
(Róisín McLaughlin-Dowd)
New life: calves near the River
Ivel. (Rebecca Dawson)
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New life: lambs at a farm near Charlton.
(Ben Horsburgh)

Egyptian Geese by Hadley Green,
Barnet. (Libby Martin)

Daffodils in Trent Park, Enfield.
(Libby Martin)

Cowslips greet the dawn at St Albans. (Phil Escritt)
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Walks to enjoy
Ashridge Estate
8.5m (13.7km), mostly easy and rising no more than 48ft (14.6m); devised by Roger Bangs.
Note: If you have a GPS mapping device, the GPX files for this and most other routes in our
collection are now available via the Area website (see front cover) on the Walk Routes page.
The accompanying map shows a walk
on the attractive Ashridge Estate, best
done when the ground is dry. It is
mainly on National Trust land. I am not
giving a step by step description of the
route, which is on the paths close to the
indicative blue line. If you are familiar
with using the Ordnance Survey (OS)
maps, hopefully you will be able to
follow the route. But do check that after
a junction you are on the intended path.
Although you could start this walk at
several places and walk in either
direction, my suggested starting place
for walking in an anticlockwise direction
is the car park opposite the war
memorial NW of Berkhamsted (GR: TL
005093) marked with a P, bottom right
on the map.
From the corner of the car park furthest
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from the war memorial (Inns Of Court
Training Corps) take the right hand
bridleway in a northerly direction. This
takes you through the golf course.
Bearing left you join the Hertfordshire
Way. At the next junction go right, still
travelling north. You now have
woodland on the right and an open
space on the left. Follow the Bridleway
until you come to the Estate Road, which
you cross and follow up Frithsden Rise
(driveway to a house and permissive
bridleway), past the house then down
towards Capability Brown’s Golden
Valley.
The Golden Valley (see below) is one of the
finest areas of the Ashridge Estate, and is a
nod to its aristocratic past. Originally not a
valley at all, this feature was built by
celebrated landscape architect ‘Capability’
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Map reproduced under OS licence no. 100048987

Brown between 1759 and 1768 to highlight
the impressive grounds of Ashridge House.
In the Golden Valley, you bear left
heading NW along the bottom of the
valley for one mile before turning left
again, just after passing cottage gardens

on the right. Head SW, uphill to another
golf course, down past the clubhouse
and greens, then up past barns, for
nearly one mile. Now turn right onto a
broad avenue called the Prince’s Riding.
Walk westerly along the avenue through
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the trees for nearly a mile
(crossing the B4506) towards
the Bridgewater Monument.
Here you can stop at the visitor
centre for refreshments and
toilets. On a clear day at the
weekend you may be able to
climb the monument.
The monument sits on top of the
Chilterns Plateau and is a great
focal point for discovering the
Ashridge Estate. It was built in 1832 to
commemorate the 3rd Duke of Bridgewater,
a pioneer of 19th century canal building.
(If you are wanting a slightly longer
walk or a pub lunch, you could walk
down the escarpment into Aldbury,
where there are two pubs and the old
village stocks by the pond.)
Leaving the monument, continue the
walk along the top of the escarpment in
a southerly direction for half a mile and
then turn left, following the Chiltern
Way to Woodyard Cottages. Here you
bear right following the track to
Coldharbour Farm, then bear left either

on the Hertfordshire Way path or at the
side of the open common to Brickkiln
Cottage. Make sure you keep on the
Hertfordshire Way in a SE direction,
getting good views, until you come to
the recently excavated WW1 trenches on
your right.
The Inns of Court Officer Training Corps
trained over 12,000 men at Ashridge to serve
as commissioned officers in the Great War of
1914 to 1918.
Continue along the Hertfordshire Way
almost to New Road, turn left, and in
150 metres you are back at the start.

Your Area needs a

Membership Secretary
•

Do you have experience of membership management in Group level or
another organisation?

•

Would you like to serve Ramblers at Area level?

•

Can you produce brief but accurate statistics for the Area Council—just
every quarter and once a year?

If so, the Area Council would like to hear from you. Contact Libby Martin at
HNMsecretary@gmail.com for more information.
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Law of the land
Surface, ‘spits’ and toilets, or: Who owns the public paths?
Many people believe that public paths normally belong to the landholders whose land
they pass over. True—but they are not the sole owners. Chris Beney explains.
Let’s start with the underlying law: ‘...
every highway maintainable at the public
expense together with the materials and
scrapings of it, vests in the…highway
authority…’. The Highways Act 1980
Section 263 is quoted here but similar
words have been used since 1855.
What on earth does ‘vests in’ mean?
The
legally
well-respected
book
Halsbury’s Statutes says that ‘vests in’
means the Highway Authority has
ownership in fee simple but it ends if the
path ceases to be a public highway (for
example by diversion or stopping-up
orders). Others have said much the
same. This ‘vesting’ is more than
leasehold (though that too is a form of
ownership) since a lease is only for an
agreed time span, whereas a public way,
once created, continues forever unless
legally stopped up: ‘once a highway,
always a highway’ (Dawes v Hawkins

[1860], reaffirmed frequently e.g. Loder v
Gaden [1999]).
What constitutes the highway? What
constitutes the materials and
scrapings?
Well in Finchley Electric Lighting Co v
Finchley Urban Council [1903] the judge,
Collins M.R., said that the following vest
in and belong to the Authority: ‘All the
stratum of air above the surface and all the
stratum of soil below the surface which in
any reasonable sense can be required for the
purposes of the street, as street’. What isn’t
included? In Tunbridge Wells Corporation
v Baird [1896] the Corporation tried to
build public toilets under the street on
the basis, it seems, of their ownership of
the highway. The court decided the
‘ownership is only such property as is
necessary for the control, protection and
maintenance of the street as a highway for
public use’. This prevented them from

Why does understanding ownership matter?

•

If the local ‘landowners’ understand that they do not have sole ownership
of the paths then they may not feel such a sense of personal possession of
these little public highways. And then they might treat them more like they
treat the public roads which cross their holdings, and be less concerned at
public use and less likely to try to move or disturb these little highways.

•

When Highway Authority officers fully understood that the paths are their
property then that will help to direct their actions when local ‘landowners’
plough up their paths or obstruct them.

•

It would also help towards understanding that it is the interests of the
users of their paths, rather than the interests of the owners of the land
under the paths, that the Highway Authority normally has a duty to
protect.
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building these subterranean toilets. Note
that neither the Highways Act nor the
three cases above support the view held
by some that the ownership is just the
‘right’ or is just the surface in the sense
of a thin notional layer. Historically only
the stones or setts or other materials of
value were vested, the so called
‘materials and scrapings’ (e.g. Highways
Act 1835). But from the Public Health
Act of 1875 at least, a string of statutes
vested not only those materials and

scrapings but the highway itself.
The ownership gives powers that
follow the freehold
Highway authorities can, for example,
sue for trespass Wiltshire CC v Frazer
[1984]. They can also take direct action
under the common law which could
sometimes be the quickest and easiest
approach.

Become a Local Footpath Secretary!
‘There is no surer guide for our rights than a steady and regular patrolling of our possessions’
(Arthur Hugh Sidgwick (1882-1917) in Walking Essays, 1912)

•
•
•

YOU could make a real contribution to the Ramblers’ work. If you can:
walk your local paths regularly
report any problems to the Rights of Way Service at County Hall or the
relevant London Borough and
react to any proposed path orders (but these are rare)
then your help is needed to keep our rights of way open and in good order. You
will be supplied with maps and comprehensive guidance.
Local Footpath Secretaries are currently needed in:
Hemel Hempstead

Bayford

Bramfield

Enfield

Brickendon Liberty

Albury

Furneux Pelham

Brent Pelham

Stocking Pelham

Sawbridgeworth

Little Hadham

Stapleford

Aldenham

Little Berkhamsted

BUT... wherever you live or walk, your District or Borough Footpath Secretary would
like to hear from you.
Do get in touch if you’d like to help.
See page 30 for contacts or email:
mark.westley@ntlworld.com
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Teddy’s Trails
Teddy's Trails is a network of 18 self-guided crosscountry routes promoted by Elstree and
Borehamwood Town Council and named after the fox
terrier whose love of country walks inspired them.
Each starts and ends at Elstree & Borehamwood
station, with an outward leg by bus. They range in
length from about 3 miles to about 8.
They have now been published as a book, containing
copious notes on points of interest along the way and
on people associated with the area. Priced at £10, it
has 266 pages, is fully illustrated, and has a spiral
binding to make it easy to use while walking.
Copies can be ordered by phone from Dan Salter on
020 8207 1382 (card payments accepted) or by post
from the council at Fairway Hall, Brook Close,
Borehamwood WD6 5BT (cheques payable to
Elstree and Borehamwood Town Council). It is also
on sale at the council's office during normal office hours.

Ten Walks in North Hertfordshire and
Ten More Walks in North Hertfordshire

Each book describes 10 walks of about 6 miles with a description and OS map in
colour. £5 plus £1 p&p. To order, email tenwalks@nhrg.org.uk saying which book(s)
you wish to order, with your name and address. Payment to be made to North Herts
Ramblers. Account: 20115700. Sort code: 60-83-01. Ref: Tenwalks/[your name]
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Area information
Area Co-Chairs
Patricia Segui and Rebecca Dawson: HNMChair@gmail.com
Area Secretary
Libby Martin: HNMsecretary@gmail.com
Ramblers: www.ramblers.org.uk
Herts and North Middlesex Area: www.ramblers.org.uk/hertfordshire-north-middlesex
South East Walker newspaper:
www.surreyramblers.org.uk/news/35-south-east-walker.html

Footpath problems (1) — contact one of the Footpath Secretaries:
Area Footpath Secretary
Mark Westley:
mark.westley@ntlworld.com
District and Borough FP Secretaries
North Herts District, Stevenage Borough
David Allard: david.allard@ntlworld.com

Three Rivers District,Watford Borough
Colin Knight: colinknight@waitrose.com

Hertsmere Borough, Welwyn Hatfield
Borough
Ian Hardy: ian.hardy@btinternet.com

Enfield
Vacant
(Temporary contact: Ian Hardy:
ian.hardy@btinternet.com)

Broxbourne Borough, East Herts District
Chris Pagan:
alfredpagan@btinternet.com
St Albans City & District
Phil Escritt: escritt@waitrose.com

Barnet
Libby Martin: libby_martin1@hotmail.com
Haringey
Chris Barker: chrisjbarker46@gmail.com

Dacorum Borough
John Rowe: johnm.rowe@talktalk.net
Footpath problems (2) — contact your local authority:
Hertfordshire (except Dacorum and
Broxbourne)
Rights of Way Service
Hertfordshire County Council
0300 123 4047
row@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Broxbourne
Engineering and Surveying
Services
Broxbourne Borough Council
01992 785 577
ess@broxbourne.gov.uk

Dacorum
Clayton Rae
Dacorum Borough Council
01442 228 356
clayton.rae@dacorum.gov.uk

Barnet
Street Based Services
Barnet Borough Council
HighwaysCorrespondence@
Barnet.gov.uk

30

June 2020

Stile

Haringey
Frontline Business Support
Team
Haringey Council
020 8489 1335
frontline@haringey.gov.uk

Enfield
Environment, Waste &
Transport
Enfield Borough Council
020 8379 3565
transportation@enfield.gov.uk

Group information
Ramblers members can walk with any Group throughout the country.
There is summary information and a list of the published walks for all the Groups on
the Area website: www.ramblers.org.uk/hertfordshire-north-middlesex.
Follow the link ‘Our Groups’ to see the location of each Group, the types of walks
they do and link to each Group website.
Here are the Groups in our Area with contact details.
Almost all walks are listed on the Ramblers national website:
www.ramblers.org.uk and click on ‘Where do you want to walk’ or ‘Find a group’.
East Herts
Sarah Lea
ramblinglea@gmail.com
www.easthertsramblers.co.uk

Royston
royston.ramblers@yahoo.com
Miss Lesley Abbiss 01763 273 463
www.ramblers.org.uk/royston

Finchley & Hornsey
Vivien Mallindine 020 8883 8190
fandhramblers@hotmail.co.uk
www.ramblers.org.uk/finchley-hornsey

Stag Walkers
Rebecca Dawson
stagwalkers@gmail.com
www.stagwalkers.org.uk
www.facebook.com/groups/stagwalkers
A Group aimed at people in their 20s
and 30s.

Herts Weekend Walkers
Liz Nolan
contact@hertsww.org.uk
www.hertsww.org.uk
www.facebook.com/groups/hertswww
An informal ‘Flexigroup’ aimed at people
in their 40s and 50s.
North Herts
Jo Lindridge
www.nhrg.org.uk
secretary@nhrg.org.uk

Watford &Three Rivers
info.WTRRamblers@gmail.com
Mrs V M Buckley 01923 222 591
www.watfordand3riversramblers.org.uk
West Herts
Lynda Abbott
secretary.westhertsramblers@gmail.com
www.westhertsramblers.org.uk

North London & South Herts
Beth Houghton
ramblersnlsh2@outlook.com
www.ramblers.org.uk/north-london-south
-herts
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Finchley & Hornsey: remembering Tony

Tony Mallindine’s 20 years as Group Chair earned him a memorial
tree in Trent Park (see below). Christine Morris looks back.
The Finchley and Hornsey Group came into being in 1991
with a public meeting in the church hall in Tetherdown,
Muswell Hill. North London & South Herts Group, which
had previously served our area, had grown so much that it
was felt necessary to start another Group. Pat May, Eric
Snape and I volunteered to join a provisional committee of 12 people to get the show
on the road. We had three Chairs in the first four years, and then along came the
Mallindines!
Tony and Vivien joined the Group in 1994, Vivien having made Tony promise not
to get involved in any more committees! However, you can’t keep a good man down
and, after the sad death of Dick Bayfield, Tony was persuaded to take over as Chair
in 1996, with Vivien herself becoming Membership Secretary a year later. Tony
served in this capacity until his death in 2016. The Ramblers recognised both his and
Vivien’s 20 years of service with a special award.
Tony was an enormous asset to our Group: a born leader, knowledgeable about
orienteering (he had been a trainer in the army), calm in a crisis, totally reliable and
great fun to boot. It still doesn’t seem possible that he is no longer around. He
encouraged and was supportive of new leaders and it was always with a sense of
relief that I would see him turn up on my walks in the early days of leading them.
Tony organised and led many weekend and week-long walking holidays over the
years. He took this very seriously and would spend a lot of time, both before the
holiday and the night before each day’s walking, poring over maps; except for one
memorable occasion in the fog on Helvellyn when we started to descend to
Thirlmere rather than Ullswater, but who could blame him for that?

