Co-Chairs’ report
Patricia Segui and Rebecca Dawson
Little did we know how different 2020 was going to be, when in January we were elected as Chair, and Vice Chair (working as coChairs). But, despite the enormous impact of the Coronavirus pandemic, our individual volunteers, Groups and committees have risen
to the challenge, and continued to support walkers and protect our access rights across our Area.
Our biggest challenge was not being able to meet, whether to volunteer or walk.
We were determined not to let such obstacles get in our way, and by embracing new ways of working, including ‘virtual’ meetings,
we have been able to continue to communicate and progress our work.
Zoom meetings proved fruitful, not just for committee meetings but also for volunteers from all Groups to get together to share
concerns, ideas and support. The overwhelming enthusiasm of members to adapt to this new ‘digital’ way of working led to Groups
sharing best practice and helping each other in practical ways. All Groups had resumed group walking by the autumn, and are now
armed with knowledge and experience of how to restart after lockdown #2.
Group walking (a main reason for joining the Ramblers according to a recent member survey) was significantly affected, with group
walks suspended during the two lockdowns. Yet walking as an activity has boomed: during the early weeks of the first lockdown, when
most people were restricted to exercising close to home, many explored local paths and green spaces. We hope this is an opportunity
to encourage more people to join Ramblers, support walking and help us protect our vital path network.
Suspension of group walks meant finding other ways to keep in touch with members. Several Groups took socials online, using Zoom
for quizzes and virtual pub nights; others used WhatsApp to keep members up to date. Many members arranged informal walks
through WhatsApp and social media. The Area Council has purchased a Zoom account for use by Groups, who are making god use of it.
Despite physical checking by Footpath Secretaries being on hold, the footpath ‘desk-work’ could continue.
The results of the Don’t Lose Your Way (DLYW) map comparison earlier this year revealed 49,000 miles of potentially ‘lost’ paths that
don’t appear on the Definitive Map. In Hertfordshire the results show 630 miles alone! Thanks to the Ramblers members and the
public who took part in the mapping exercise, we have this updated view of our path network. The hard work is yet to come—
identifying the paths to focus on, and the research required to support the claims. We’ll need volunteers more than ever—so please
get in touch with Libby (page 4) if you can help.
Volunteers are crucial to this Area and its Groups. Their expertise, skill, hands-on help and time support the various activities needed
to run group walks and socials, and recruit and communicate with members. Our volunteers represent the Groups, manage Area
funds and distribution to Groups, coordinate the work of Footpath Secretaries, and liaise with Central Office, its staff, the Area, and
our Groups.
And the Area is looking for new volunteers. The rewards are many: joining a thriving community, doing something for others, a
chance to keep your skills alive (perhaps from work), socialising with like-minded people, and a sense of purpose—especially poignant
this year.
Sadly, two long-serving Area officers will be standing down at this AGM: Beth Houghton, Area Membership Secretary for 8½ years,
and Libby Martin, Area Secretary for two years. We are incredibly grateful for the time, commitment and enthusiasm they brought to
these roles. We’re now urgently seeking new volunteers for these vital roles which enable our Area to run effectively. Please contact
the current office holders, or the Co-Chairs, to discuss what’s involved, and put yourself forward at the AGM.
Finally, our AGM on 24 January will be going ‘virtual’ this year. Although this will be different to previous years, we hope it may allow
others to attend who would ordinarily struggle to get to the venue. No special equipment is required; members can dial in by landline
or mobile phone, computer or smart device (phone, tablet). We hope that you will be able to join us as we look forward to 2021 and
hopefully a year with more walking and fewer lockdowns.

Area Footpath Secretary’s report
Mark Westley
1816 was known as the Year Without a Summer because of the eruption of Mount Tambora in the Dutch East Indies (now Indonesia).
For many, 2020 may become known as the Year Without a Summer Holiday. This time, it was not a volcano blotting out the sun but a
pandemic keeping many of us indoors during the best of the weather and restricting non-essential travel. Now it looks like large
swathes of Britain are heading into Autumn and Winter without much opportunity for walking more than a few miles from home.
We have been told that, despite restrictions on many activities, exercise is necessary to combat Covid-19, or its indirect health risks,
and safer out of doors. Several organisations have sprung up to promote local walking routes. It strikes me that they are reinventing
one of the aims of the Ramblers and that we should be leading this movement. We can take this opportunity to rediscover our local
pedestrian routes and to lobby for improvements to the network of paths that connect us to our local shops and to the next
neighbourhood.
Parliament has made no progress on rights of way legislation owing to the Government’s preoccupation with Brexit and Covid-19.
User organisations continue to make piecemeal applications to add paths to the Definitive Map and Statement (DM&S) using
documentary and user evidence for each route. I hope that the new enthusiasm for walking and cycling generated by the need for
outdoor exercise and restrictions on public transport will stimulate the recording of more ways as people rediscover paths that they
used to use.
Barnet LB has started an overhaul of its DM&S to dispose of a large backlog of historical changes, some dating back to when
Middlesex was an administrative county and parts of Barnet were in Hertfordshire. Libby Martin has received an analysis from a local
resident of discrepancies between the DM&S, Ordnance Survey maps and the Council’s internal working map and has been advising
the Council on what legal actions are necessary to make the DM&S into the comprehensive and conclusive record that it is meant to
be.
Herts CC is due to produce a consolidation of its DM&S at the end of 2020 which I hope will show long-awaited information about the
new path networks at Panshanger and at Tyttenhanger, which have still not appeared on Herts CC’s online rights of way maps. One
short bridleway extension at Panshanger has been recorded officially but most of the new paths opened in 2019 are shown only on
the information map provided on site and online by Tarmac. This map does not distinguish rights of way from permissive paths, so you
cannot guarantee to find them open if you should visit the country park.
Covid-19 brought much of our Footpath Secretaries’ work to a halt for a large part of 2020. Not only were all group walks cancelled
after 17 March but also all indoor and outdoor meetings. Site visits to discuss problems or proposals had to be conducted by lone
individuals, which meant that the parties with an interest in a case had to visit separately and discuss electronically. Socially distanced
site visits and maintenance tasks were able to restart in July, but London boroughs were subject to Tier 2 restrictions from October.
Two large road improvement schemes in East Hertfordshire are underway but will not be finished before our AGM. The Little
Hadham bypass and flood alleviation scheme will affect several rights of way which will be provided with grade-separated crossings.
The reduced traffic on the old A120 should make walking the roads in the village more pleasant. The A602 improvement scheme
around Woodhall Park will provide new cycling facilities and a grade-separated crossing for the footpath that leads from Sacombe
Pound into the park.
We are still seeking to recruit Local Footpath Secretaries for many parishes in East Herts and a few in other parts of our Area. Contact
any local Ramblers officer if you can take on a parish or could understudy one of our experienced Footpath Secretaries who wishes to
shed part of his or her load.

Membership Secretary’s report
Patricia Segui
This year, Area membership fell by 0.3% which is a great improvement on previous years and a fantastic performance in itself compared
with the national figure of a 4% decline in members (membership number stands at 98,718 nationally, this is well below the symbolic
100,000).
The proportion of volunteers doubled to 10%; due to a change of policy, all volunteers including walk leaders should register with
Central Office.
43 members in area hold a lifetime membership; this represents 2% of members, double the national figure.
Membership subscription rates were not raised on 1 October 2020 as is often the case. Individual membership: £36.60, joint: £49,
concessionary rates, 25.60 individual and £34 joint.
The number of groups affiliated to Area stands at 8.
Only 66.6% of members are reachable by email of which 71.6% have agreed to receiving direct marketing from Ramblers and as such
are kept up to date with the campaigning work etc.

