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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 26th November - Shrewsbury Ramblers AGM 7.00pm on Zoom. Details
on page 4

Away Week 2021 – Abergavenny
In March of this year we were sorry to have to cancel this year’s Away Week in
Abergavenny but said we would offer it in 2021.
Of course, we may not be able to do that, but if we can, I would like to point out that
the usual Away Week – the week before the Spring Bank Holiday Monday – is quite
late next year, as the Bank Holiday is on Monday 31st May. Our usual week would
be Monday 24th to Friday 28th May.
I hope that is the week everyone is expecting….let me know if not. Kath Bristow
01743-270525; bristowk@waitrose.com
We will send out the invitation to join the group early in 2021 if it looks as though we
may be able to offer the holiday so watch this space
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CORONAVIRUS UPDATE

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE – Neville Hubbard
Recap of Coronavirus events
Following the guidelines from Ramblers Head Office the programme was initially
suspended until the 31st May. On the 1st July Ramblers were given the OK to
resume walks with groups of 6 and this was increased up to 30 from 30th July.
On the 14th September, the Ramblers confirmed that walks can continue with up to
30 members
Shrewsbury Ramblers Ad Hoc Programme
33 Ad hoc walks have been organized between 12th July and 17th November
Breakdown is 12 Sunday,11 Tuesday, 9 Thursday and 1 on Saturday
Numbers have peaked at 22 from Hopesay on Oct 6th and the average turn out is
around 12.
The walk leaders are supported in capping walkers to a number that the leader is
comfortable with for management of the walk or parking restrictions. All places on
walks must be booked in advance, contact details given and social distancing
measures observed. Walkers make their own way to the start point for each walk.
The walk leading role is supported from a smaller compliment of walk leaders as
many leaders are happy to walk in small groups outside of the Ramblers organized
events.
Walks are advertised on GWEM, the website, Shrewsbury
Ramblers Facebook and a WhatsApp Group and are also
emailed out so Ramblers should be aware of organized walking
opportunities.
At Area Council at the start of September Shropshire Groups
compared their relative experiences. It is apparent that
Shrewsbury has supported a far more extensive programme
than other groups across the region and membership has held
up with slightly more members in September than pre-pandemic.
Cancelled Events
The continuance of the Pandemic has led to further
cancellations of planned events such as West Kirby coach trip
on 14th July; Anglesey and Bangor coach trip 22nd August; BBQ 19th September
It is difficult to envisage a restoration to a full programme until a
vaccine is rolled out and public confidence restored. As the
situation seems to change daily please see the website for up-to-date information.
3

SHREWSBURY RAMBLERS’ AGM 2020
Thursday 26th November 2020 at 19.00.
As we cannot meet in person, this year the AGM will be held by Zoom video
conference. No social event this year so bring your own glass of wine/beer to the
virtual meeting.
Minutes of the 2019 AGM and copies of the reports from officers will be available on
the group website from 12th November to be read in advance and members who
cannot access them may request a hard copy from the Secretary Sue Turner (01743
243754).
AGENDA
1.

Welcome and introductions

2.

Minutes of the AGM held Friday 22nd November 2019

3.

Matters arising.

4.

Officers’ Reports (available on the website from 14th November 2020)
(Chair, Treasurer)

5.

Election of Officers and Committee.

6.

Thanks, Awards and Tributes

7.

Members’ questions on reports submitted.

8.

Closing remarks

For those on email: you will receive via email an invitation to join the AGM meeting
and a link to register in advance. After registering, you will receive a confirmation
email containing information about joining the meeting.
For those without email: You can dial in to the meeting using the following
numbers and note that you will be charged at the standard rate.
United Kingdom: +44 203 901 7895 or +44 131 460 1196
Meeting ID: 895 0650 5571
Passcode: 976524
QUESTIONS and AOB
Any questions on the reports and Other Business items to the Chairman
Neville Hubbard (01743 352658) reabrookwolf@aol.com by 20th November.
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A Message from Programme Secretary Di Higgs
You will have realised how important email and social media have become during
the Covid 19 outbreak in keeping up-to-date and in touch with Ramblers.
If you have not given consent to contact by email you will not receive any direct
information. You can request to be added by emailing
shrewsburyramblers14@gmail.com and, under GDP regulations need to update
your profile on the Ramblers website.
•
•
•
•
•
•

From the Ramblers website www.ramblers.org.uk
Log in to your account (in the top bar)
Go to “My Account”
Then “Update Profile”
“Contact Preferences” – you can then choose the methods of contact
You can also check that you have selected Shrewsbury in the “Your
Group” section.

John Newnham’s Tree
This is the Alder tree planted by Shropshire
Council in memory of our former chairman
John. It is on the bank of the Reabrook at
Meole Brace and appropriately where wild
garlic grows. Maybe fungi too later on.
It is easy to spot walking West from the bridge
at Meole Brace.

New Co-ordinator for Thursday Walks
Many thanks to Tessa Conway-Holland who is taking over the role from Kath

Bristow. There are now a regular band of Thursday walkers this season and
an increasing number of walks offered. Please continue to support Tessa by
offering to lead walks that are “not too far, not too difficult.”
Email; thursdayramblestch@btinternet.com Mobile; 07875 575267
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23 Go On A Covid Free Socially Distanced Holiday – Jean Lamont
A bellowing bull bravely cowed by Athos in matador mode, a ladies loo with a view
on the Howgills, a bridge swept away and intermittent bouts of rain but compensated
by rainbows.......all in all a brilliant five days in Sedbergh with 23 of us masked,
booted and up for anything the weather could throw at us. From the outset, a lovely
walk around Sedbergh, Reg strutting his stuff and setting the pace on the Howgills
on Tuesday and on Wednesday skittering and wading on the paths and across
streams in Dentdale. The final day of walking centred on Bainbridge, found us all
tramping for miles along the river and pastures ending with some of us marching for
even more miles along, what felt at times, to be an endless Roman Road before the
welcoming haven of the pub.
Thanks goes to Mick for the careful preparation and organisation of the holiday, to
all the planners and walk leaders, to the drivers who safely conducted us to the
venues and starting points and to everyone who contributed in any way to making
last week such a resounding success.

A socially distanced lunch stop

DO YOU KNOW …………………..
Do you know that trespassers cannot be prosecuted – at least not
yet. This is because trespass is a civil offence not a criminal one
and has been for a thousand years. This may soon change
however. In a Home Office consultation and in the Conservative
Party manifesto last year there was a call to make some forms of
trespass a criminal offence. Although primarily this is aimed at
controlling illegal encampments and it is difficult to envisage a rambler straying off a path
ending up in court with a criminal record nevertheless it is an area that we should be
keeping an eye on.
Look at the following link for Ramblers position on this issue.
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/policy/england/access/trespass.aspx
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Shrewsbury Ramblers 20 Walks
Demand for our local walks book has been high during lockdown following several
favourable notices on Facebook and we have had another reprint of 1,000 books.
Suppliers in Shrewsbury are:
Abbey Foregate Post Office
Ginger & Co Coffee Shop in Princess St
Tourist Information Centre, The Square
Write Here, High St
Battlefield 1403 Farm Shop
All the 20 walks have been reviewed and any updates are on a link from our
website.
Walk 13 Report – Neil Mosley
Walk 13 has been impacted by footpath closures for 6 months due to building works
along Oteley Road. We complained to Shropshire Council that little notification had
been given and no alternative provided. It turned out that the Council is not obliged
to do either and has powers to close a ROW at any time for any reason. In fact, the
Developers will have paid for the 6 months Temporary Closure Orders, and they
have been advertised in the Local Press and are on the County Council list of T. C.
O’s (temporary closure orders). It is possible for the closures to be extended for
further 6-month periods, but only for 6 months at a time without the Permission of
the Secretary of State.
We need to monitor the situation and ensure the Developer restores the footpath to
a legally defined route once the construction work is completed. Meanwhile the
Shrewsbury Ramblers have circulated a map which shows alternative paths from
Oteley Road, close to the Percy Thrower traffic lights, towards Bayston Hill quarry
which can be used instead.
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SHROPSHIRE WAY UPDATE
The Shropshire Way route is complete and fully waymarked, the Guidebook
“Walking the Shropshire Way” has been published and we have a striking buzzard
landmark to signify the Start and End at Kingsland Bridge. Our website provides
essential information for the many walkers either setting out on their personal
challenge or just walking a stage of the Way. As an Association we are celebrating
this success and are now
are facing our own
challenge of maintaining
what we have put in
place. This needs
manpower and funds. We
would like to produce and
sell merchandise such as
cloth badges, maps,
cards, calendars, tea
towels etc. but we need to
recruit a new member of
our team to help with
managing merchandise
and possible advertising.
Please contact Audrey by
email or telephone if you
are interested in helping.
audreymenhinick@yahoo.co.uk

07963 590641

WALKS CO-ORDINATORS
Sunday

Michael Lillistone
Tel: 01743 344811
Email:
sundaywalks2020@gmail.com

Tuesday

Anne Nairn
Email:

Thursday

Tel: 01743 243021
Mob: 07367093351
anne.nairn@yahoo.co.uk

Tessa Conway Holland
Tel: 07875575267
Email:
thursdayramblestch@btinternet.com

Saturday
Phil Barnes
Tel: 07983 459531
Bus Rambles Email:
phil@trigpoint.me.uk
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