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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
16 – 25 September

Shropshire Way Festival of Walks – the full programme can
be viewed on the Shropshire Way website
at https://shropshireway.org.uk/application/files/9016/2800/6103
/SW_Festival_of_Walks_Programme_2021_1.pdf

Thurs 18 November Shrewsbury Ramblers AGM
6:30 – 10:30 pm. Baptist Central Hall, Claremont Street,
Shrewsbury, SY1 1QG

CURRENT POSITION ON BOOKING WALKS - Chairman
During the pandemic walks had to be booked in advance via text, WhatsApp, or direct
phone call. We have had 100% compliance in this regard and for several reasons we
intend to continue this practice along with booking two weeks in advance.
1. Most communication is extremely quick and is a simple text or WhatsApp
message.
2. The walk leader is aware of the number of walkers to expect and cap the number
of ramblers to a manageable number of walkers.
3. The walk leader will be made aware of Ramblers from other groups and new
walkers and can introduce them at the start of the walk
4. Where car parking is restricted, the numbers can be managed by carload and
drivers encouraged to go to the meeting points and pick up other Ramblers to
reduce the number of cars arriving at the start point.

WEDNESDAY EVENING WALKS
We wish to say a big “Thank You” to Shirley Konieczny and Sue Roberts for
coordinating the Wednesday evening pub walks for the last few years - their hard work
has been much appreciated.
These shorter, very sociable walks have proved very popular with a number of new
members joining via this introduction. Shirley and Sue are now stepping down from the
role and we are looking for a new coordinators/s to take up the baton. The evening
walk programme begins at the end of April and continues through to the end of August.
Walks are usually about 4 miles long and end at a pub for refreshments.
Anyone interested in taking over should talk to Shirley and Sue for more information.

HAVE A GO AT WALK LEADING - NEW LEADERS NEEDED!
Shrewsbury Ramblers organise three programmes of walks per year, to cover 4- month
periods. We offer a number of walks each week throughout the year, or at least that is
the aim. However, since the onset of the pandemic, we have lost several our regular
walk leaders for Thursdays and Sundays in particular. This has meant that to ensure a
rich range of walks, there are fewer walk leaders offering more. This is clearly a lot of
effort for just a few people and we may have to reduce some of the programme to
fortnightly or even monthly walks. Our group has 400 members so it would be great to
find some new walk leaders within our membership.
Walk leading can be very rewarding. It is an easy way to get to know more members
and, for newcomers, it helps to familiarise oneself with the local countryside. Walkers
are always very grateful for
an interesting and enjoyable
walk being planned for
them.
The first step is to plan a
route, then perform a recce
to check the route and to
write a short summary of the
walk for the programme,
and finally lead the walk,
usually with the support of
another walker as a back marker.
Many of our experienced walk leaders would be more than happy to support you from
the outset, including on the day of your walk. We often hear that some members do not
feel confident with reading a map or using a compass. These issues need not be a
barrier. There are many walk routes with detailed instructions on the web, including the
Shropshire Outdoor Recreation website (http://www.shropshiresgreatoutdoors.co.uk)
and walks books.

If you think you would be prepared to have a go at walk leading, please get in touch
with the walk coordinators, Di Higgs or any other members of the committee to request
support for your walk planning and preparation (contact details on pages 2 and ???).
A new challenge for 2022 maybe?

PRAISE FOR 20 WALKS BOOK

Getting praise for something is unfortunately all too rare so we would like to share this
email we received recently.
“Hello Shrewsbury Ramblers, I wanted to say a massive thank you for publishing your
book of 20 local walks again - we bought a copy in Jan '21 and have completed all 20
walks and wanted to send a missive of appreciation. The walks are all amazingly good,
varied and fun and obviously have benefited us all during lockdown, vaccine time and
all the uncertainties of the first half of this year.
The mental health benefits of being out in nature are well
known but your work has enabled us to have options,
structure, a challenge, gain greater local knowledge,
exercise and a chance to meet like-minded people. We
know of several other couples who have also completed all
the walks. It has deffo benefitted our marriage, our family,
friends and community.
I would urge you to seek out new routes and recce and
publish asap as I think we all have an inkling that lockdowns
are not over yet. Exemplary work from you lot. Cap doffed. I
have been meaning to send this email for months and have
finally sat down and done it now. From the bottom of my
heart - thank you.”
Kind Regards
Jeremy Bolwell

EMAIL PROBLEMS
We understand that there has been a problem with some members not
receiving the group emails that are sent out; it seems to have affected
mainly Hotmail and Outlook emails.
If you, or anyone you know, has had a problem will you please let Nev
know and make sure that you add shrewsburyramblers14@gmail.com
to your list of safe email addresses.

CATHY REACHES THE HEIGHTS
Cathy Stanley (aka Swiss Cathy) had an ambition to climb Snowdon by all the main six
routes by the time she was eighty. The only one remaining at the beginning of 2020
was the Watkin Path route. Classed as 8 miles hard/strenuous with 3,330ft of ascent it
is considered to be the most challenging of the six „classic‟ routes to the summit of
Snowdon. Unfortunately, Coronavirus got in the way and the walk had to be postponed
and Cathy together with Sue Turner and Gerald Higgs finally made the trip at the
beginning of July this year with Cathy at the age of 81.
Starting just a few metres above sea level, the route offers the biggest vertical ascent
gain to the summit, as well as sections of steep and loose scree (see picture bottom
left) making the final approach on to the South Ridge and the top demanding.
Not everyone goes up by this difficult route and, as you can
see from the picture, the top was very crowded with 20
minutes wait to get on to the summit (just above Cathy‟s

head). A great achievement Cathy.

STOCKING FILLER
A rambler was walking along one day when he came to the narrowest part of the River
Severn in England. Seeing another rambler on the other bank, he called out, 'Hey, how
do I get to the other side?' The other rambler looked carefully along the bank to the left,

then carefully along the bank to the right, thought a bit, then called back, 'You are on
the other side.'

WAYWARD RAMBLING AND INSURANCE
WALK LEADER CONTINGENCY PLANNING AND ROUTE EXECUTION
by Neville Hubbard
Part of the walk leader‟s role is to assess whether a walk needs to be cut short in
inclement weather, (wet weather, tough walking conditions, lightning. extreme heat,
failing light, overrunning time elapsed, snow etc). The walk leader will gauge whether
the walk needs cutting short and will generally apply the contingency after discussion
with the walkers involved. Such contingencies are the exception rather than the rule.
It is envisaged that the contingency applies to all walkers. If any walker or walkers
decide to carry on without the walk leader they will be outside the Ramblers jurisdiction
and will not be covered by Ramblers public liability insurance.
Additionally, the route that the leader has chosen is the only route that is recognised
and has been published accordingly. If any walker decides to take an alternative route
i.e., visit the summit of a hill not part of prescribed route again they are no longer part
of the walk and Ramblers jurisdiction.
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ARE YOU A COMMITTED RAMBLER?
DO YOU ENJOY THE SHROPSHIRE COUNTRYSIDE?
ARE YOU WORRIED ABOUT THE IMPACT OF
DEVELOPMENTS?
There is a new role of Walking Environment Officer to look
at the impact that new developments in the area have on
the walking environment. More information from Nev
Hubbard at reabrookwolf@aol.com

ARE
DO YOU
ARE
We are
helpers
for
Nev

YOU A PARTY ANIMAL?
ENJOY SOCIAL EVENTS?
YOU GOOD AT ORGANISING?
looking for someone to be our Social
Secretary to work with a willing team of
to organise two or three social events per year
Shrewsbury Ramblers. More information from
Hubbard at reabrookwolf@aol.com

