A green walking network

Bringing nature
closer to people

A Ramblers manifesto for the
next mayor of Greater Manchester

Introduction

Creating new high quality, nature-rich green routes near to where
people live should be a priority. We want the Mayor to create a
network of green walking routes throughout Greater Manchester –
and that starts with a new green route in every borough.

Green walking routes and spaces
encourage people to get outside and get
active – whether it’s an urban park, a canal
towpath or local street s filled with trees and parklets.
Walking in high quality nature-rich environments improves
our health and happiness and helps us relax and unwind.

By supporting our manifesto and
promising to create ten new
routes across Greater
Manchester, we believe that
mayoral candidates can
help everyone access
nature as part of their
daily lives.

The Covid-19 pandemic has highlighted how important
access to green space is to people, but also how
unequal it is. Data from the Greater Manchester Combined
Authority’s report on the natural environment shows that
only 44% of people in Greater Manchester live within a
five-minute walk of a park or green space. Many are put off
from visiting green spaces by heavily trafficked roads, not
knowing where to go or other barriers.
We want to make it easier for everyone in Greater
Manchester to enjoy walking in nature. That’s why we are
calling on mayoral candidates in May’s elections to commit
to creating a new green walking route in each of Greater
Manchester’s ten boroughs.

Help us persuade them to back our plans at
www.ramblers.org.uk/gm2021
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We’re calling on the next mayor of
Greater Manchester to:

Plan Greater Manchester’s green walking network
1. Agree to work with all ten local authorities, Transport for Greater
Manchester and other partners to create a new green walking route in
each of the city region’s ten boroughs.
2. Appoint a working group within the first 100 days of the new
administration comprising of Ramblers and others to develop a Greater
Manchester-wide Rights of Way Improvement plan.

Build Greater Manchester’s green walking network
3. Fully fund and implement Greater Manchester’s 10-year ‘Made to
Move’ plan.
4. Expand the Bee Network to ensure it links up with green spaces and
key leisure walking routes such as the Manchester Green Trail and
Salford Trail.
5. Adopt a Public Spaces Charter to protect public access to all public
spaces in Greater Manchester, whether privately or publicly owned,
and to set high quality standards for the management of public spaces.
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Monitor Greater Manchester’s green
walking network
6. Set Greater Manchester-wide targets for getting people out of their
cars and walking instead for short journeys.
7. Introduce a ‘greenspace standard’ in the Greater Manchester
spatial planning framework and require all new developments to
contribute towards the aim of everyone in Greater Manchester living
no more than a 5-minute walk or 300m from a quality green space.

Promote Greater Manchester’s green walking network
8. Ensure Greater Manchester’s public transport system enables and
supports opportunities for leisure walking and visits to countryside
surrounding Greater Manchester.
9. Champion Greater Manchester’s canal network as a recreational
and natural resource and work with local authorities, businesses,
Canal and River Trust, the Ramblers and other stakeholders to
increase access to the network and improve environmental quality.
10. Champion active travel for all children and young people by
creating safer walking and cycling routes to schools and colleges.
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How the Ramblers can help - the Manchester Green Trail
In 2012, Ramblers volunteers worked with Manchester City Council, City
of Trees, Living Streets and Transport for Greater Manchester to create
the Manchester Green Trail. The 14 sections that make up the network
connect residents to parks and green spaces across Manchester, linking
in with quieter urban streets and public transport links. Ramblers
volunteers checked each section, suggested improvements, developed
maps and route descriptions, and organised free led walks to encourage
people to explore their city. Imagine how wonderful it would be to create
ten more of these green walking routes throughout Greater Manchester.

About the Ramblers

We are passionate about protecting the spaces we all love to walk and helping everyone,
everywhere, connect to nature through walking. For 85 years, our campaigning has
dramatically increased opportunities for the public to enjoy walking in Great Britain. Now
with 100,000 members nationally and around 4,000 in Greater Manchester, we are
Britain’s largest walking charity. We are dedicated to looking after paths and green
spaces, leading walks, opening up new places to explore and encouraging everyone to
get outside and discover how walking boosts your health and happiness.

Please help us make it easier for people to walk in contact with
nature by asking the Greater Manchester mayoral candidates to
sign up to our manifesto.
Visit www.ramblers.org.uk/gm2021 to find out more
or contact us by emailing campaigns@ramblers.org.uk
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