The Festival of Winter Walks 2018-2019: publicity toolkit

Publicity toolkit
The Festival of Winter Walks 2018-2019 takes place from
Friday 21st December to Sunday 6th January
This year, we are celebrating how walking with the Ramblers gives everyone the chance to
enjoy magical winter landscapes in good company – and the chance to make new friends at
a time of year when many people can feel lonely or isolated.
As ramblers, you already know the power of walking for developing friendships and helping
to make connections with new communities. We want everyone to experience the benefits
of being outside with others and getting closer to nature.
This publicity toolkit has everything you need to help promote the Festival and your festive
walks locally – both in the media, and on social media.
Thank you for the difference you’re making in bringing more people together in the
outdoors.

Share your story with us
If you’d like to share your own experiences of how walking in a group has made a
difference to you, email Chris Smith, media and PR manager at
communications@ramblers.org.uk
We may share your story with the media, on our website or on the Ramblers social
media.
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Sharing the festival on your social media
Social media is an excellent way to promote the festival and your local walks.
•

highlight the whole festival by linking to the festival page of the website
(http://www.ramblers.org.uk/winter)

•

select some of your walks to promote, linking to them on the walks finder
(http://www.ramblers.org.uk/go-walking)

•

share stories that show how walking helps you and your members feel less alone in
the festive period and brings festive cheer to new members

•

share stories that show the benefits of walking

Twitter
•

Promote the festival using the hashtag #winterwalks. This will allow us to share
your tweets and it will also help people searching about winter walks to find your
tweets.

•

When promoting your walks, make sure you give clear information on the date,
location and start time (and miles, if there is room in the tweet). Most importantly,
include a weblink to the walk on the walks finder where the full walk listing is found.

•

Images are great for grabbing people’s attention. Use one of our images with the
Festival of Winter Walks logo overlaid or consider using a group image or a winter
scene with #winterwalks and a link to the walks finder (examples below).

•

We will be posting a range of tweets from @ramblersgb in the lead up to, and
during, the festival, which you can also retweet. We have included some example
tweets which you are welcome to use below.

Facebook
•

Facebook is also a great way to advertise your walks during the Festival of Winter
Walks, and without the 280 character limit, you can include more information.

•

Be sure to highlight some of the walks you’ll be leading, linking to the walk in the
walks finder. Make sure you include the key information about the walk, including
time, date, location and distance.

•

Images are great for grabbing people’s attention. Use one of our images with the
Festival of Winter Walks logo overlaid or use a group image or a winter scene.

•

Remember to use the hashtag #winterwalks and tag @ramblers so we can see
and promote your posts.
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Twitter examples:

Our Festival of Winter Walks is back from
21st December to 6th December and
everyone’s invited! From leisurely strolls to
challenging hikes, we have walks to suit
you #winterwalks
www.ramblers.org.uk/winter

The festive period can be lonely for many
people and we want to invite you to join us
on our group walk on insert date and
location. You’ll have the chance to meet
new people while exploring the
countryside! insert weblink #winterwalks
(example image - do use your own group photos
where possible)

It’s easy to join a Ramblers walk this
winter, just grab your walking boots and
come along for a stomp around outdoors
and perhaps a mince pie and festive drink
too!
#winterwalks www.ramblers.org.uk/winter

We would like to say a huge thank you to
players of @PostcodeLottery for
supporting this year’s Festival of Winter
Walks, ensuring more people can get
outside and benefit their wellbeing
#winterwalks
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Our Festival of Winter Walks
@RamblersGB is here! Will you be joining
us? Visit www.ramblers.org.uk/walksfinder
to find a walk near you and enjoy the crisp
air and frosty landscapes #winterwalks

This Festival of Winter Walks, you can
experience the season in every sense.
Walking can help us all get closer to
nature even at the coldest time of year
#winterwalks bit.ly/2EVwCc6

Inspired by Festival of Winter Walks? Why
not join the Ramblers to get access to
hundreds of group walks every year and
an online library of over 2,500 Ramblers
Routes. Find out more:
www.ramblers.org.uk/getinvolved/become-a-member.aspx
#winterwalks
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Facebook post examples:
The Festival of Winter Walks is back from
21st December to 6th December and
everyone’s invited! From leisurely, familyfriendly strolls to long challenging walks,
there’s something to suit everyone.
#winterwalks
We’d love for you to join us! Find a walk in
your area here:
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/walksfinder
The festive period can be lonely for many
people and we want to invite you to join us
on our group walk on insert date and
location. You’ll have the chance to meet
new people while exploring the
countryside!
A highlight of our walk will be insert local
landmark or scenic location #winterwalks
Find out more information and join us:
insert weblink

(example image - do use your own group
photo where possible)

This Festival of Winter Walks, you can
experience the season in every sense.
Walking can help us all get closer to
nature even at the coldest time of year.
You may discover new wildlife and see the
landscapes in a whole new light.
What do you love about walking in winter?
#winterwalks bit.ly/2EVwCc6

Our Festival of Winter Walks has arrived!
We know how walking in a local group
makes a difference to so many people,
bringing them closer to nature and each
other. Will you be joining us?
Visit www.ramblers.org.uk/walksfinder to
find a walk near you! #winterwalks
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We would like to say a huge thank you to
players of @PostcodeLottery for
supporting this year’s Festival of Winter
Walks, ensuring more people can get
outside and benefit their wellbeing and
make new friends #winterwalks

Inspired by Festival of Winter Walks? Why
not join the Ramblers to get access to
hundreds of group walks every year, an
online library of over 2,500 Ramblers
Routes and other benefits.
Find out more: www.ramblers.org.uk/getinvolved/become-a-member.aspx
#winterwalks
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The Festival of Winter Walks promotional video
Share our Festival of Winter Walks promotional video on social media. It’s a great
engagement tool and both Twitter and Facebook are perfectly set up to share video.

You can find the video on YouTube here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jtLVEWfAgsY&feature=youtu.be

Publicising Festival of Winter Walks in local media
Below you’ll find a template press release to promote the festival and your festive walks.
Fill out the relevant information and copy and paste the release into an email to send to
journalists in your area, two weeks in advance of the first walk if possible.
If you have any questions, need the media contacts for your area, or receive requests
for high resolution images to accompany the press release, please email
press@ramblers.org.uk and we will be able to help.
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Immediate release
date

Don’t be lonely this Christmas, join the
[insert group] Ramblers for the Festival of Winter Walks
The perennially popular Ramblers Festival of Winter Walks is back, taking place this year
from Friday 21st December to Sunday 6th January.
[Insert group name] are inviting people to join them for a free festive walk, giving everyone
the chance to enjoy magical winter landscapes in good company, and to meet new friends
at a time of year when many people can feel lonely or isolated.
Ramblers research from winter 2017 found that nearly half (46%) of adults surveyed said
they sometimes felt socially isolated or lonely, and more than a third (35%) said there were
days over the Christmas period where they didn’t see anyone.
[Insert group name] have the following walks on offer during the festival:
[Name of walk]
Date:
Start time:
Distance:
Difficulty:
Description: (make this sound as inviting and interesting as possible)
Starting point:
[Insert volunteer role] of the [insert group name], [insert name], said: “Winter is a wonderful
time to go walking and enjoy the cold crisp air and striking frosty landscapes, and of course
it’s a great way to burn off the effects of Christmas over-indulgence.
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“But we also know that the festive season can be a particularly difficult time for people who
are on their own, and a sociable walk with a welcoming group is a great way to get out and
about and meet people. Our Ramblers groups have hundreds of walks organised during our
Festival of Winter Walks. All you have to do is turn up and enjoy the company – and
perhaps a mince pie and a festive drink too!”
All group walks during the Festival of Winter Walks are free to attend, but if you’re inspired
to keep walking, why not join the Ramblers? Your membership will give you access to
hundreds of group walks every year, an online library of over 2,500 Ramblers Routes, as
well as many other benefits, which also makes Ramblers gift membership the perfect
Christmas present.
During the festival, supported by players of People’s Postcode Lottery, there are hundreds
of walks planned across the country, so there is something for everyone, from short festive
strolls to something more strenuous walks:
•

Visit www.ramblers.org.uk/winter for details of hundreds of free group walks taking
place across the country

•

If you need a little inspiration on where to walk, download one of thousands of
Ramblers Routes from our online library. You can use these to head out for a solo stroll
or rally round friends and neighbours and lead festive walks.

The Festival of Winter Walks is supported by players of People’s Postcode Lottery to help
everyone, everywhere enjoy walking.
Clara Govier, Head of Charities at People’s Postcode Lottery, said: “We are delighted that
players of People’s Postcode Lottery are able to support the Ramblers with their Festival of
Winter Walks, which we know will help thousands of people discover the joys of walking.”

*** ENDS ***
For further information please call the Ramblers press office on 0207 339 8531 or
07584 848083 (out of hours). Alternatively, please email press@ramblers.org.uk or
visit www.ramblers.org.uk
Follow us: Facebook www.facebook.com/ramblers and Twitter
twitter.com/RamblersGB
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Or
For more information please contact [insert your name] from [insert group name] on
[insert your number], or visit [insert group website].

Notes to editors:
The Ramblers helps everyone, everywhere, enjoy walking and protects the places we all
love to walk. It is the only charity dedicated to looking after paths and green spaces, leading
walks, opening up new places to explore and encouraging everyone to get outside and
discover how walking boosts your health and your happiness.
People’s Postcode Lottery
• People’s Postcode Lottery is a charity lottery. Players play with their postcodes to win
cash prizes, while raising money for charities and good causes across Great Britain and
globally
• A minimum of 31% goes directly to charities and players have raised £237.8 million for
good causes across the country
• £10 for 10 draws paid monthly in advance with prizes every day. For further prize
information visit: www.postcodelottery.co.uk/prizes
• Maximum amount a single ticket can win is 10% of the draw revenue to a maximum of
£400,000
• Players can sign up by Direct Debit, credit card
www.postcodelottery.co.uk, or by calling 0808 10-9-8-7-6-5

or

PayPal

online

at

• Postcode Lottery Limited is regulated by the Gambling Commission under licences
number: 000-000829-N-102511-014 and Number: 000-000829-R-102513-013. Registered
office: Titchfield House, 69/85 Tabernacle Street, London, EC2A 4RR
• People's Postcode Lottery manages multiple society lotteries promoted by different
charities. For details on which society lottery is running each week, visit
www.postcodelottery.co.uk/society
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