“It’s been another busy year at the Ramblers,
with many high profile and successful
initiatives taking place to help everyone to
enjoy the outdoors on foot. The highlights
included in this report wouldn’t have happened
without the amazing efforts of our members,
volunteers and staff – thank you to everyone
who has supported our cause in 2017.”
Vanessa Griffiths
Chief Executive

Our key projects
Campaigning
Following the 2017 snap election, we developed our
Manifesto for a Walking Britain. This highlighted a
key message for the year ahead – the importance of
ensuring that agricultural payments deliver improved
public access, once the UK leaves the EU. We are
clear that payments must contribute towards improved
maintenance of existing paths and enhancements to the
network where appropriate.

After the election we invited all MPs to walks and
meetings to explain our thinking in greater detail. We have
also met with government departments to discuss our
position. In January 2018, Environment Secretary Michael
Gove acknowledged the importance of improving public
access via a new system of agricultural payments. This
is a significant step forward which we hope to build on in
our future advocacy work on the forthcoming Agriculture
Command Paper and Agriculture Bill.

Walk leader training
Over the last 18 months we have been testing a walk
leader training framework, led by Ramblers Scotland.
We want to build on the successful mentoring of walk
leaders that we know already happens in many groups,
as well as the vast experience of our amazing walk
leaders. We are planning a rollout of this training across
Great Britain once we have tested it with Scottish areas
and groups.

So far 1,200 Scottish walk leaders have been identified, each
leading an average of four walks a year. Between them they
deliver over 40,000 hours of volunteering a year. Training at
Ramblers Roadshow events and a dedicated course have
so far helped 115 volunteers to develop walk planning and
group management skills. Popular resources have been
created, including new ICE (In Case of Emergency) cards
and revised walk leader checklists. 65% of Ramblers GB
groups have requested resources, with nearly 20,000 ICE
cards and 10,000 walk leader checklists distributed.
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What we do &
why it matters

In December 2015, we began a relationship with the
players of People’s Postcode Lottery through the
Postcode Sport Trust. With their generous support,
we have developed our programme of walking festivals,
helping thousands of people take their first steps to a
more active lifestyle and connecting with others through
walking. In summer 2016, we launched Walk About,
our largest ever nationwide festival where an amazing
24,500 people took part in group walks.
In 2017, with players’ support, Ramblers Cymru
delivered the Big Welsh Walk, challenging walkers to
conquer the legendary landscape of Ceredigion. In
December 2017, thousands of people stepped out to
celebrate Britain’s beautiful winter landscapes during
the Festival of Winter Walks.

Players’ support has also enabled us to develop our first
framework for measuring and demonstrating the impact
of walking festivals. Building on the success of Walk
About 2016, the festival will return in June 2018.
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Ramblers Routes
Our online library of
3,000 downloadable
routes for all abilities
enable people to walk
independently or with
friends and family.
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Don’t Lose Your Way
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Volunteers continue to
research historic rights of
way to ensure they can be
saved for use by all. We
are working with volunteers
to put in place additional
support for this vital work.

for

download

Walking for Health
Last year the Ramblers and Macmillan
Cancer Support enabled around 1,800
free, short group walks, attended by
82,000 people – an increase of 22% on
the previous year. Overall, 1.2 million
walk attendances were recorded. All
walks are accessible and community
based, usually led by volunteers. Last
year also saw more people being
signposted to walks by health and
social care professionals, helping us
to reach even more inactive people
and those living with long-term
health conditions.
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Path maintenance
Path maintenance teams have
fixed over 500 problems, helping
to maintain and improve the
path network by installing gates,
clearing vegetation, building
steps, bridges and more.

Our
ongoing
work
Walk magazine
The official membership magazine of the
Ramblers and our flagship publication,
Walk is Britain’s highest-circulating
walking magazine. In 2017, we were
proud to be shortlisted for the second
year running as ‘customer magazine
of the year’ by the Professional
Publishers Association.

Wales designed for Walking
Group walks
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500 local groups across
Great Britain ran 50,000
walks, ranging from short
strolls to mountain hikes.

When the Welsh Government launched a
far-reaching consultation on the future of access
rights in Wales, we rallied support from people
across the country. Whilst positive proposals
included extending access land to include the
coast, there were challenges – particularly the
suggestion that all footpaths should become
bridleways. In addition to Ramblers volunteers,
over 2,300 people backed our campaign
and wrote to Welsh Government
to make sure walkers’
voices were heard.
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Out There campaign
In autumn 2017 Ramblers Scotland launched Out There
- a campaign to get more paths on the ground and on
maps in Scotland, and make it easier for everyone to
enjoy the country’s world-class access and landscapes.
A successful #ThanksForThePath social media
celebration showed how much people in Scotland
value the people and organisations helping to improve
the nation’s path network. The campaign will run for
the next few years, featuring a host of actions and
activities with a focus on helping more people get
out there.

Casework
We are busy preparing for three major public inquiries in Essex,
Cambridgeshire and Suffolk in response to proposals to
extinguish dozens of level crossing footpaths - in many cases
with no adequate replacement. Statements of case and proofs
of evidence have been submitted, and we have instructed
counsel, agents and expert witnesses.
In November Sussex Ramblers celebrated the opening of
the cliff-path at Telscombe, finally replacing one destroyed
by the Brighton Sewerage Board in the 1970s.

Volunteering
Over 900 volunteers attended Ramblers
Roadshows in 12 locations across GB, learning
new skills and brushing up knowledge to
help get more people walking and protect the
places we all love to walk. We celebrated the
amazing contribution of our 26,000 volunteers
by awarding 4 national volunteer awards, 72
certificates and 69 commendations.

Supporting our members
We supported over 105,000 members,
resolving 25,000 enquiries. We’ve
also welcomed more than 10,000 new
members to the Ramblers.
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We also supported colleagues in Scotland’s national
parks to resolve high-profile access blockages affecting
the Speyside Way in the Cairngorms and Drumlean
Estate in Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National Park.
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