Devon Area Ramblers
Contact: David Hinchliffe, Area Secretary
e. dphinchliffe@btinternet.com
t. 01803 297474

AGM 2019
The Devon Area AGM will be hosted by the Devon
Bootlegs group, and will take place on 9th February
2019. This will be our 50th Area AGM, and it will be
held in the Upper Gatehouse at Dartington Hall.
There will be morning walks, lunch will be available
(pre-booking essential) and our formal business will
commence at 2pm. We are delighted to announce
that our guest speaker will be Kate Ashbrook, the
Chair of Ramblers' Board of Trustees.
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Full details can be found on the Area website:
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/devon
and click on the AGM 2019 page.
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From the CHAIRMAN
The Ramblers,
Britain's walking
charity, has a
membership of
about 103,000, with
about 60 local
areas and 550
groups. The role of
the areas is to act
as a vital link
between Ramblers
central office and
the groups.
We are responsible for promoting good governance,
handling finances, looking after the footpath network
and access and environmental concerns. Also,
many areas try hard to promote the various national
Ramblers charitable campaigns and walking
festivals.

FINANCES
In my second year as chairman of Devon Area, I can
confidently say that we have a thriving area
organisation and very active, welcoming groups. This
has been achieved by the dedicated input of all our
volunteers in group and area committees and walk
leaders, both past and present. We have an excellent
web site which is well used and on which all our
groups publish their walks, allowing national visibility.
In 2019, our Area AGM will celebrate our 50th
Anniversary and will be held at Dartington Hall, an
iconic venue. There will be a morning walk around
the Dartington estate and a buffet style lunch at
Dartington Hall. The AGM itself will be followed by a
talk by Kate Ashbrook, the current chair of the Board
of Trustees and a very active campaigner for
ramblers. All members are invited to attend.
And in the meantime I wish you all happy walking
and fellowship.
- Professor Andrew Chadwick

Ramblers Devon Area
Income and expenditure 2017 - 2018
Income
Area income
from Ramblers
Advertising income
Group budgeted
funds from
Central Office

I
Income
Area income from Ramblers
Advertising income
Bank interest
Group Budgeted Funds from
Central Office
Expenditure
Publicity
Campaigns and casework
Meetings including AGM
Administration
Paid to Groups

2018
(£)
2,247
100
0

2017
(£)
2,798
0
9

4,203
6,550

6,121
8,928

267
402
1,886
488
4,203
7,246

3,992
860
1,443
589
6,122
13,006

Expenditure
Publicity
Campaigns and
casework
Meetings including AGM
Administration
Paid to Groups
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Balances have been reduced significantly and
overall reserves stand at 12%

Around the Devon Area Groups
All of our 12 groups are doing great things,
organising comprehensive walking
programmes and social events, group
holidays and looking after our rights of way.
Here are just a few of the other things they
have been up to over the last year.

Our Footpath Officers do a great job protecting
our Public Rights of Way and ensuring that they
are well maintained.
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All groups rely heavily on relatively few
dedicated members to make things happen.
John Noblet -“Long John” to friends - stood
down from the Tavistock group committee in
2017 after 18 years in a range of roles. He was
nominated for and received a special Ramblers
Commendation, which was short listed for the
national Inspiring Walkers award, which he went
on to win. As an Area we are as proud as his
group are of John and his achievement, and it is
well deserved that his contribution to Ramblers
in general and Tavistock in particular has been
recognised.
The long-running saga of a claim for a path
along the River Coly west of Colyton ran for
about 20 years, but is finally nearing its
conclusion thanks to tireless work by a
succession of East Devon Ramblers. After the
landowners last year exhausted all legal
avenues to delete the path, attention has now
turned to installing the two footbridges over the
river necessary to make it usable in all seasons.
The first of these bridges was installed by Devon
County Council in September 2018, resulting in
much publicity from Ramblers Central Office; the
final one is programmed for installation in
2019/20.
Working in collaboration with the Two Moors Way
Association, Exeter & District group organised
“Big Walk 1”, Wembury to Ivybridge, and “Big
Walk 2”, Newbridge to Ivybridge. These two
walks set out to introduce the county's own long
distance footpath to a wider community of
walkers beyond Ramblers and were well
supported by 'unattached' walkers. They are
now planning two more events for 2019, as well
as a musical event along the route in the
summer.
2017-18 was one of North Devon's most
successful Winter Walking Festivals. The group
hosted five walks, with varying terrain and
distance (3-8 miles). The highlight was on the
27th December when forty two walkers enjoyed
a short walk at Braunton ending with free
tea/coffee and mince pies. The total number of
walkers during the festival was 133, resulting in
twelve new members to the group in January
and February.

Footpaths, Access,
Walking Environment
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North Devon walk leader Julian Tippett was
contacted by ITV Westcountry a couple of days
prior to his 'Nice and Easy' 4 mile walk at
Countisbury, near to Lynton, on Wednesday the
19th September. ITV were making a series
encouraging people to get out and enjoy
outdoor pursuits. They had a wonderful morning
for the walk, which was featured on the 6pm
and 10pm news on Friday of the same week.
Excellent free advertising on prime-time TV!
Plymouth group led 2 days of walks for a
wonderful group of Canadian "seniors" from
Calgary, Alberta. One walk traversed Dartmoor,
from the Warren House Inn, to Princetown for
tea and cake afterwards. The second walk went
from East Soar to Bolberry, Soar Mill Cove, Bolt
Head and Starehole Bay. They again finished
with tea and cake, the weather was perfect and
the feedback below says it all, "Our group were
THRILLED with the experience with the
Plymouth Ramblers. Thank you SOOOO much
for accommodating us - we loved it."

A new permissive path at Ashcombe has been
obtained by Teignmouth & Dawlish group,
being formally opened by the landowner and
dedicated to the memory of a former group
chairman, the late Roger McCallister. Work
continues to reclaim “lost ways”.
We are also concerned about pedestrian routes
in urban areas and, with this in mind, are
seeking involvement at an early stage when
plans for new developments are drawn up.
- Jenny Worsfold
After 13 years of telling the Dartmoor National
Park Authority that there was no justification for
a “ No dogs“ restriction in the West Dart River
Valley, in October the Park Authority officer, who
was reviewing their earlier Direction, proposed
to alter this to a “Dogs must be on leads”
Direction. Although [at time of writing] this has
still to be formally agreed by the Park Authority
members this is a highlight of our Access
Officer's year !
- John Skinner

Media
The highlight for Publicity in the year was the
appointment of Celia Minoughan as our Social
Media Co-ordinator. She has transformed our
online profile, by August 2018 our Facebook
posts had reached approximately 10,000
people and Twitter posts 15,000. The number of
visitors to our Devon Ramblers website
doubled in May as a result of the Walkabout
Festival social media and other promotions.
There is no doubt that Ramblers should use
social media as our main method for making
contact. To this end Celia has recruited an
Assistant, Maggi Rogers, another highlight.
- George Coles

Web

Teignmouth & Dawlish group were
responsible for the opening of a new permissive
path in Ashcombe. Following negotiations with a
local landowner, who agreed to the restoration
of an old pathway across his land, their
members set about clearing 600 metres of light
to moderate scrub, felling about a dozen trees,
and erecting a chicane-style barrier at the start
of the path that provides much-improved
access for walkers to the Haldon forest. The
path was formally opened on 10th May and
named “Roger's Path”, in memory of their late
chairman Roger McCallister.
The group also published the 3rd edition of
The Teignmouth & Dawlish Way. Following the
success of the previous two editions (2000
copies sold), they decided to produce a 3rd
edition with upgraded mapping, a few minor
textual revisions, and fresh new photographs.
They have sold nearly 100 copies in the first
few weeks.

The Festival of Winter Walks and Walkabout
2018 were well supported by all Groups in
Devon and won significant attention - judging
by the increased activity in these periods of
time. An average increase of 55% overall.
Website Walks Finder continues to go from
strength to strength thanks to the hard work by
Group walks leaders and editors. It is one of
the key factors that bring new walkers,
members and visitors to us!
- Mike Long

Membership
We are finding, like many organisations in the
current environment, that recruiting and
retaining members requires continued and
innovative effort. Over the last 12 months
Devon Area membership has fallen by 89, from
2,603 members to 2,514, although there is also
a number of Payments Pending.- John Minshall
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