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Hertfordshire and North Middlesex Area

Annual General Meeting
Saturday 19 January 2019
Village Hall, Woolmer Green, Knebworth SG3 6XA
—just off the B197, between Welwyn and Knebworth (TL253185). Large car park.
Bus 300 or 301.

10 am

Pre-AGM walk 5 miles, circular, from the Hall.

Leader: Sarah Lea 0777 958 7110
12.30 pm

‘Bring and share’ lunch Please bring a dish!

1.30 pm

Annual General Meeting Agenda and reports, see page 15.
To be followed by a talk by our guest speaker:

Les Mosco, a Chiltern Society Trustee and volunteer group leader
Les will describe the Chiltern Society, its activities and membership, with
some emphasis on rights of way and walking interests. His talk will cover
topical issues such as:

•
•
•
•

HS2
the Oxford-Cambridge Arc
National Park v AONB
funding pressures.

Editor:
Justin Lumley
46 Hilltop House, 117 Hornsey Lane, London N6 5NW
020 7561 1976 (home) 07773 103 839 (mobile) justin@alpenstock.info

www.ramblers.org.uk/hertfordshire-north-middlesex
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GROUP RATE
FROM £59
D, B & B

WALKING HOLIDAYS
AT THEIR BEST
Now in our 19th year—
Guided and self-guided walking
holidays for groups and
individuals. Walking in Bath, the
Cotswolds, Exmoor, Somerset and
Wiltshire. Also Cyprus and
Austria
in Summer and Winter.

Bath & West Country Walks
W: www.bathwestwalks.com T: 01761 233 807 E: info@bathwestwalks.com
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About Stile
Stile is the journal of the Hertfordshire and North Middlesex Area of the Ramblers.
Articles printed in this publication do not necessarily represent the views of
the Area or the Ramblers.
The journal is published twice a year, in June and December.
Moving home?
Please do not write to the Editor. Just inform Central Office via
www.ramblers.org.uk using the link in the Members Area, or write to:
Ramblers, 2nd Floor Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment,
London SE1 7TW
Say which Group you wish to belong to—you’ll receive the right Group/Area news.
The Ramblers’ Association is a registered charity (England & Wales no 1093577, Scotland no
SC039799) and a company limited by guarantee, registered in England & Wales (no 4458492).
Registered office: 2nd floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW.
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Editorial
Stile: starting to go digital
This year your Editorial Team has taken
a hard look at our journal, in particular
how to make it more accessible for
younger members. We concluded Stile
will need to be available digitally, so
you can read it on a computer or
smartphone. We want to keep all
readers informed about future plans.
Why is change needed?
Up to now we’ve posted a printed
edition to everyone, because everyone
has a letterbox and the Area doesn’t
have members’ email addresses. But
this is getting expensive and the
spending needs to be justified. And
more and more members do their
reading on a device. We need to cater
for them, not only because Ramblers
shouldn’t favour one age group over
another but because we want younger
members to stay with Ramblers and
keep its work going. We hope Stile is
widely read in its printed form, but
want to ensure it reaches as wide a
readership as possible.
The first step
The June 2018 issue, and this one, are
now available on the Area website (see
box below). For expert advice and hard
work on this we thank our new Team

member,
Frank
Warnock. We’ve
been in touch with
Central Office and
are
assured
it
won’t be long
before we can
notify
you
by
email when a new issue is out—by June
2019, we hope. For this to work, we
need you to register your email
address on Ramblers national website
and opt in to receiving emails. Go to
ramblers.org.uk and choose ‘Register’ at
the very top of the page.
The long-term aim
We hope that in the future a digital
format can be designed that’s easy to
produce alongside the printed one.
With the Digital Transformation
programme now underway at Central
office, we’re confident we’ll be able to
host Stile on the Ramblers website.
We aim to get as many readers
receiving Stile (or a link to it) by email
as we can. The print edition will still be
available for non-computer users, but
you won’t be able to have both!
Emailing of walks programmes and
the like is already working well in some
Groups. Why not the Area journal too?
Justin Lumley

What’s new on the Area website?

Libby Martin
We are experimenting with making Stile available electronically. As a first step, this
entire edition is available on the Area website at www.ramblers.org.uk/
hertfordshire-north-middlesex on the ‘Stile Journal’ page. Download the PDF if you
want to be able to read Stile on your tablet on the way into work. At the moment,
we do not have your email addresses to be able to send a Stile link to you, but we
hope that Ramblers’ Data Transformation project will in time enable you to
subscribe to an online version through their website. If you have any ideas to help
in our gradual conversion to an electronic format, we would be glad to hear from
you, and to have your help on our Editorial Team.
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AREA NEWS
Network Rail level crossing closures—inquiry update
David Glass
The inquiry for the Network Rail (Essex
and Others) Level Crossing Reduction
Order was initially to be the first of
three, however because of the
adjournment it is now the third of three.
(I have never liked the fact that
Hertfordshire has been lumped into
‘Others’.)
The inquiry resumed on Tuesday, 25
September 2018 at the Civic Centre,
Chelmsford at the point where it left off,
where Network Rail (NR) were
presenting their strategic case.
It is worth noting that prior to a
resumption of the inquiry, Ramblers
had a meeting with NR (at Ramblers’
request) to review the overall/route

wide objections to the order and site
specific objections. In terms of overall/
route wide objections, Ramblers wanted
to flag the general point that it would be
useful to know what safety measures
are to be implemented to reduce the
risk when walking on roads across
railway bridges, especially humpbacked ones. They also raised the issue
of leading group walks on roads, and of
poor visibility in bad weather, and the
difficulties of assessing proposals
without access to land. The latter point
was raised as not all proposed
diversions are accessible and it is the
responsibility of NR to arrange site
(Continued on page 6)

National Young Ramblers 2019 to be hosted by Stag Walkers!
What is NYR19?
It’s an annual three-day event that brings Ramblers members together from all the
‘younger’ aged groups from across Great Britain. The Friday afternoon/evening is
usually a city walk and evening social. Saturday is the main walking day with a
choice of walks and a big social event in the evening, while Sunday activities have
varied from talks and presentations to museum visits, with a short walk before
people travel home.
When and where is NYR19?
The 2019 event will take place on 28—30 June 2019 in Cambridge.
Who is organising NYR19?
Stag Walkers, with support from the Walk Cambridge group.
Where can I get more information?
Contact the organising committee by email: nationalyoungramblers@gmail.com
and ask to be added to the mailing list to receive information about the weekend
when booking opens, or if you would like to offer to volunteer during the weekend.

You can also join the NYR Facebook page: https://fb.me/NationalYoungRamblers
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visits for objectors. I understand it was
not a successful meeting as it would
appear that NR do not see that it is a
problem putting walkers on to roads.
I attended the first day just to get a feel
for the inquiry after a year’s
adjournment. The Inspector started by
going through the reasons for the
adjournment (i.e. the failure of NR to
fully carry out its statutory obligations
under the Transport and Works Act,
omitting to send out notices to all
landowners affected). Since the initial
adjournment many more landowners
were contacted. He asked the NR
barrister to confirm they have now
informed all affected landowners,
which they duly did.
A key argument from NR is closure of
the level crossings will result in a
reduction of risk to pedestrians and
improved safety of the railway. Under
repeated questioning from Essex
County Council about NR moving risk
from level crossings to the roads, they
would not budge from the line that
road safety is the responsibility of the
Highways. They would not accept
pedestrians would be at more risk. I am
sure this will be taken up by all

objectors and there will be a Ramblers
expert witness on road safety later in
the inquiry.
The initial Inquiry Programme covered
eight weeks from 25 September to 9
November. However, everything took
longer than planned and two weeks
were added, at Novotel Stansted
Airport Hotel:
•
Week 9—20 to 23 November
•
Week 10—4 to 6 December.
Week 10 is to include the closing
submissions from all parties. The
inquiry adjourns on 6 December and
resumes at the same Novotel as follows:
•
Week 11—29 January to 1
February 2019
•
Week 12—5 to 8 February 2019.
The hearing about the level crossings
on the London Liverpool Street to
Cambridge line in Hertfordshire and
Essex was held during Week 5 at the
Novotel, Stansted.
Prior to giving evidence on 19 October
I attended on 10 October at the Holiday
Inn, Basildon. This was the first week of
the site specific level crossings and the
first time a Ramblers ‘volunteer’ had
given evidence (a Footpath Secretary for
Brentwood). I wanted to see the format,

Seventh Stevenage Walking Festival 2019
The Seventh Stevenage Walking Festival will run for nine days from Saturday 4 to
Sunday 12 May 2019. The Festival brings together all the local walking groups in
the area of Stevenage and North Herts.
With several walks every day, the Festival includes a long challenge walk, health
walks, dog-friendly, history, and for the first time, a child friendly personal trail.
This year’s local Festival charity is Tracks Autism, where one of three branches in
the country is based in Stevenage.
Full details of each walk will be available nearer the time of the event, in the
Festival brochure, and on its website at:
https://tinyurl.com/y7fxuvmz
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how the Ramblers barrister prompted
the Ramblers witness to read specific
paragraphs of his Proof of Evidence,
and more importantly the type of
questioning from the NR barrister.
I was relieved to find the questioning
was not adversarial or confrontational.
No obvious attempt to trip up the
witness. In the end it was the same for
me and I left unscathed. I am not sure
the process is weighted in the Ramblers’
favour by means of funding available.
At Stansted the only objector giving
evidence was the Ramblers. On the
objectors’ side of the room there was a
total of two (the Ramblers barrister and
me) and on the NR side I counted 10!
It is the same format for each witness.

The witness gives evidence prompted
by their barrister. The opposing
barrister cross-examines, and finally the
witness’s barrister can further question
of their witness. The latter I guess is to
undo any inadvertent slips, put right
something their witness may not have
said clearly or shouldn’t have said at all.
It will be well into next year, I think,
before we hear the result; however,
whether NR will wait until the results
of the first three inquiries before
starting on other areas, time will tell.
There are many more crossings in the
Hertfordshire and North Middlesex
Area at risk, not to mention the UK as a
whole. This will not be the last time we
will hear about level crossing closures.

From January 2019, your Area needs a new…

Vice-Chair
to assist Roger Bangs
(and, we hope, take over from him as Chair in January 2020)
and

Secretary
supported by assistants who do a lot of the routine work
Enthusiasm and coordinating skills will be more important than a deep
knowledge of the Ramblers.
You’ll have all the support you need and a great opportunity to learn about
the Ramblers’ work from the inside.
To find out more about these rewarding posts and how you could soon be
playing your part in Area work, contact Ian Hardy:

ian.hardy@btinternet.com
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Cottonmill railway crossing
Phil Escritt
The level crossing in Cottonmill, St
Albans, is one of the latest threatened
with closure by Network Rail. It is part
of a public footpath which crosses the
single track railway line which runs
between St Albans and Watford. The
path is used by around 800 pedestrians
and 200 cyclists every day. Although
there are less than two trains every hour
Network Rail claim that it is dangerous
and must be closed.
Network Rail recently held a
consultation exhibition showing options
for diverting the route. They did not
present any evidence that the crossing is
dangerous or any reason why it is not
possible to make the level crossing safer
considering the very limited number of
trains each day. A very large number of
local residents attended and expressed

great hostility to all the proposals.
The Ramblers supports the position
agreed by the St Albans Access Forum
that unless and until Network Rail
provide an irrefutable case that the
crossing is unsafe and that a level
crossing cannot be made safe at this
location
the
user
organisations
represented in the forum will oppose
any proposals for diversion or
extinguishment of the present route.
We now await more information from
Network Rail.

Radlett Strategic Rail Freight
Interchange
Phil Escritt
Will the saga of the proposed Radlett
Strategic Rail Freight Interchange (SRFI)
never end? I first reported the planning
application for a massive SRFI on the
former Radlett Aerodrome in 2006.
Eight years later, after two planning

Reporting: it really works!
Before...
this difficult, neglected stile at
Heronsgate, Rickmansworth was
reported:

And after...
the stile was reported several times over
three years, and replaced with a gate in
2018:
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inquiries and in spite of petitions with
more than 10,000 signatures, the
government eventually granted outline
planning permission.
Since then the developer has
submitted a mass of highly detailed
proposals. This summer, after long
consideration, the St Albans District
Council gave its detailed planning
permission. But the development would
require the landowners, Herts County
Council (HCC), to either sell or lease the
land on which the SRFI is to be built. So
far they have not agreed to do either.
Meanwhile the St Albans District
Council has been struggling to create a
new
Local
Plan
which
will
accommodate the more than 10,000

houses that are required to meet the
government’s latest policies. It issued a
call for sites and HCC offered almost all
the land it owns in the district including
the site for the SRFI.
The St Albans District Council has
accepted this part of the offer. Its latest
plans, which have just been the subject
of a full public consultation, propose a
new ‘Park Street Garden Village’ on the
site of the proposed SRFI. It would
have more than 2,000 houses, two new
primary schools and a new secondary
school. The SRFI developer has
threatened legal action.
Where will this all go? Watch this
space.

Remembering Norman Jones
A dozen or so members and a dog took part in the Norman Jones Memorial Walk
on 24 July, in memory of the eminent Area member who died in 2016.
The walk was four miles long, from Winkwell to Boxmoor Trust, led by Area
Chair Roger Bangs, and naturally took in the memorial seat installed by West Herts
Group with its fine views.
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Howard’s Walk: centenary of the walk that gave us
Welwyn Garden City
Jaume Giro
In early October 1918, town planning
pioneer Sir Ebenezer Howard led his
colleagues Frederic Osborn and C.B.
Purdom on a walk around the area of
Hertfordshire farmland known then as
the Panshanger Estate. Howard’s
thoughts had turned to the creation of a
second town based on his garden city
concept, and he wanted to explore the
land to assess it as a potential site. At
the end of their walk, they agreed it was
an ideal site for what would become
Welwyn Garden City.
As the 100th anniversary of this
historic walk approached, a
commemorative walk was planned that
recreated the route based on Osborn’s
and Purdom’s own accounts of it.

The walk passed all three of Sir Ebenezer
Howard’s former homes.
On 7 October 2018, 21 local walkers
took part in Howard’s Walk 2018, and a
detour was made on the route that
passed by the former houses of the
three men in the town.
The Mayor of Welwyn and Hatfield
awaited the walkers in the Red Lion
pub, Hatfield, and Howard, Osborn and
Purdom were toasted in the very same
pub they visited 100 years ago at the
end of their walk. It was to be the
beginning of the journey of Welwyn
Garden City....

Above: following in the pioneers’
footsteps: outside the Red Lion, Hatfield,
where the party was welcomed by the
Mayor of Welwyn and Hatfield, Margaret
Fitzsimon.
Right: Jaume Giro and the Mayor holding
a framed copy of the rough site sketch
plan drawn by Sir Frederic Osborn after
the 1918 walk.
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Don’t Lose Your Way—
update
Libby Martin
There are still many parts of
Hertfordshire needing a map study to
find historic routes that have not been
properly recorded on the Definitive
Map. If you would like to help with this
work, please email:
hnmdontloseyourway@gmail.com

The map study can be done on your
computer at home. In addition, the
archive data we have collected so far is
now accessible online, extending the
range of historical documents available
to you at home. Please contact me for a
link if you are interested. If you are
preparing an application for a DMMO,
you may find that some of the
documentation you need is already in
our online library.

Could you be the Publicity Officer for the Area?
We’re looking for a new Publicity Officer for the Area. The role is varied and can
be adapted to suit your particular skills or interests, and you can make it as big as
you want to!
Activities could include:

•

Responding to enquiries from the media, local interest groups, members of
the public

•

Local adaptation of press materials from Central Office and dissemination
to local media

•

Promoting ‘good news’ from the Area to local media by press releases,
phone calls, emails

•

Working with Groups to help promote their good news stories

•

Supporting Groups with ideas to help publicise themselves (media
coverage and membership)

•

Publicising the work of the Area and membership of the Ramblers

•

Social media (monitoring, posting, reacting)

The role will suit someone who:

•

can identify a good story

•

would be confident speaking to the media

•

has good written English and

•

has the time to work with Groups and Area Officers to find and promote
their good work.

Is this you? Contact Ian Hardy (Area Secretary) now:

ian.hardy@btinternet.com
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Gates, gaps and stiles: new Standard, new Centre
Chris Beney
It has been 11 years since BS5709, the
practicable and that may involve
British Standard for Gaps Gates and changing the type of structure if the
Stiles, was revised. The latest version
agricultural needs change, whether the
BS5709:2018 was issued this year. The need is for greater or lesser
working party of representatives ‘stockproofness’.
included users, Natural England,
local
authorities,
farmers,
landholders, gate manufacturers,
user groups (including Disabled
Ramblers). Bob Fenton, HCC’s
enforcement officer, and myself
were on the working party.
There was some dissent near
the end of the process but after
some difficult moments a final
text was agreed by all.
The most visible change in 2018
compliant structures will be that
all latches and handles used by Two of the structures (photo Natural England).
people passing through will be
Because, despite it being plainly
coloured yellow (see photo opposite). stated, a good many landholders and
For horse-riders self-closing gates will highway authorities failed to grasp the
close more slowly than most existing need to check compliance from time to
gates.
time, and some didn’t even check at
We reviewed every part of the
installation, we have made these
standard whilst keeping the basic inspections explicit, with an obligation
principle that to remain compliant to retain a record, whilst keeping
structures must remain as non- details of the checks to the absolute
restrictive to the public as is reasonably
minimum.

Lord Blencathra (Natural England Vice Chairman) opens the NLAC demo area.
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It is a fairly complicated
standard and maybe the next
edition will concentrate on
clarifying
and
perhaps
simplifying. Meanwhile the
work goes on making sure it is
properly
understood.
The
Pittecroft Trust has produced a
new version of its guide
(www.pittecroft.org.uk)
clarifying
some
of
the
misunderstandings
that
emerged
during the public consultation. It does
not yet have its associated diagrams.

Last but not least a National
Land Access Centre (NLAC) has
just been set up with Natural
England’s support at Aston
Rowant Nature Reserve near
High Wycombe. We have a field
which so far has 19 different
demonstration structures, most
able to be used in locations
requiring BS compliance. One of
the Reserve’s rooms will be used
for training fairly small groups such as
access officers, path users, farmers. Our
Ramblers Area Footpath Secretaries
have expressed an interest.

HERTS CC: COUNTRYSIDE & RIGHTS OF WAY SERVICE
Something to CRoW about

Tony Bradford, Head of Countryside &
Rights of Way
In the previous issue of Stile (June 2018)
I introduced my aspirations for a
merger of the Access & Rights of Way
and Countryside Management Services
to form the Countryside & Rights of
Way Service—CRoW for short. I
outlined the interdependencies of the
various areas of work and the
opportunities for collaboration between
the various teams.
From 1 April 2018 the Countryside &
Rights of Way Service was live. Key to
the success of this joint approach was
always to bring all of the staff together
into one office location—something that
was achieved in June. This ‘musical
chairs’ like event has ensured that the
wider range of skills, capacity and
resources that we have brought together
are available across the teams.
Over the past few months we have
enabled a shift in our volunteering

13

activity towards delivering more
improvements to the Rights of Way
network.
The
CRoW
mid-week
volunteers, working every Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday of each
week, have been taking instruction from
the Access Projects Officers for
improvements to footpaths across the
county. These teams are highly skilled
and
include
trained
volunteer
supervisors. They have been delivering
new steps, bridge repairs and other
improvements to the fabric of the
network throughout the summer
months and continue as the season
changes. We have also developed
several small groups that are supported
and equipped to carry out small scale
repairs or improvements—using our
branded vehicles to access all corners of
the
county.
Furthermore,
other
residents have been recruited to
undertake the biannual ease of use
survey, freeing up Access Officers to
(Continued on page 14)
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spend more of their time to protect and
improve the network. To find out more
visit www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/cms

I hope to be able to share more with
the Hertfordshire Ramblers at the
coming AGM in January 2019.

Definitive Map update
The following changes are based on information supplied by Richard Cuthbert of Herts
County Council’s Rights of Way Service:
East Herts
•
A public footpath (Hormead 35) has been recorded running from the B1368
just south of Hare Street eastwards to join Buntingford BR 23 at the parish
boundary. This forms a continuous right of way on foot between the B1368
and Owls Lane.
Hertsmere
•
Two alleyways in Bushey have been recorded as public footpaths. One runs
between Primrose Gardens and Sparrows Herne (Bushey FP73) and the
other between Sparrows Herne and Highland Drive (Bushey FP74).
North Herts
•
A restricted byway (Barley RB18), almost 1.2 km long, has been recorded
running from Bogmore Road at Shaftenhoe End near Barley southward to
Bell Lane.
St Albans
•
Woodrake Lane which runs from Barley Mow Lane in Colney Heath south
to the A414 has been recorded as a byway open to all traffic (BOAT 60) for
most of its length but as a bridleway where it crosses the verge of the A414.
•
The eastern part of Featherbed Lane in St Stephens’s parish has been
recorded as a byway open to all traffic (BOAT 96) between Blunts Lane and
the M1. A permissive path along the eastern side of the motorway provides
a through route north to Bedmond Lane.
Three Rivers
•
Three paths, formerly listed as public footpaths, have been recorded as
public bridleways. They are Chorleywood BR25 and Rickmansworth BR18
and BR19. Together they form a continuous bridleway from Copmans Wick
in Chorleywood to Long Lane in Rickmansworth close to Junction 17, M25.
Welwyn-Hatfield
•
Ayot St Peter FP25 which runs between the Ayot Greenway and
Homerswood Lane has been diverted at its eastern end to run north of Brick
Kiln Cottage.
•
Three bridleways, Ridge BR44, North Mymms BR90 and North Mymms
BR91, have been recorded and part of North Mymms footpath FP1 has been
upgraded to a bridleway. The effect is to confirm alternative routes for
walkers and a continuous bridleway for cyclists and horse riders between
Tollgate Road in North Mymms via Redwell Farm to the B556.
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Annual General Meeting
Saturday 19 January 2019 1.30 pm
Village Hall, Woolmer Green, Knebworth SG3 6XA

Agenda and nominations
1. Welcome by the Chair
2. Apologies for absence
3. Minutes of the 2018 AGM (on the Area
website)
4. Matters arising
5. Officers’ reports (please read in
advance—time for questions only at
meeting)
•
Chair
•
Secretary
•
Treasurer
•
Footpath Secretary
•
Membership Secretary
•
Publicity Officer
•
Editorial Team—Lead/Chair
6. Herts County Council Countryside &
Rights of Way (CRoW) department—brief
report and questions
7. Questions and observations on Group
reports and accounts
8. Election of officers and committee
members—current officers and members
are shown if standing for re-election; other
nominations for election to these posts,
and the posts becoming vacant, are invited
•
Chair—Roger Bangs

•
•
•
•
•

Vice-Chair—vacant
Secretary—becoming vacant
Treasurer—becoming vacant
Footpath Secretary—Mark Westley
Publicity Secretary/Media
Contact—becoming vacant
•
Membership Secretary—Beth
Houghton
•
Minutes Secretary—Justin Lumley
•
Independent Examiner—Julia
Haynes
•
Chair, Editorial Team—vacant
•
Stile Editor—Justin Lumley
9. Note of Group Representatives and
representatives of affiliated groups
10. Election of Individual Members (5 max.)
11. General Council, 13-14 April 2019,
Manchester—nomination of delegates and
visitors
12. Any Other Business—notified before
start of meeting
Short break
Talk by Les Mosco—3.30 pm
Short talk by Rebecca Dawson (Ramblers
Trustee)
Refreshments (by West Herts Group)
Finish—no later than 4.30 pm

To reach 3,000 Ramblers, advertise in

Stile

Stile is read by nearly 3,000 people, many of them home-owners with disposable
incomes and all of them keen on the outdoor life. Make sure they know about your
business—advertise in Stile and support a great cause! Current rates: quarter
page £20, half page £30, full page £60—now in full colour!
Contact Justin Lumley (see front cover).
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Chair’s report
Roger Bangs
Most of us like walking, it can be an easy
sociable way of keeping fit and meeting
other people.
We probably take it for granted that there
will be places to walk whether in parks or
the countryside, on the coast or even town
centres. Many landowners would like to
restrict or control were we can walk or
what we can do. Previous generations had
to campaign hard to gain access to the
countryside as it was being enclosed or
restricted. Today it is important that
organisations like Ramblers campaign to
keep the Rights of Way (RoW) network
open and improve access to uncultivated
land and new developments.
We need to be vigilant as changes happen
around us to ensure that an improved
environment is provided for all.
Many changes will come about as a result
of Brexit, the Agricultural Bill has now been
published, agricultural subsidies are likely
to reduce over time. It has often been
quoted that future public money should be
used for the public good, but while
Government is determining what the public
good is, we need to use our influence to
ensure that part of the benefit will be to
improve and maintain access for walkers in
the countryside.
Locally we are fortunate to have an active
group of Footpath Secretaries (Wardens)
organised at Area level who meet to discuss
and take action on local developments
affecting the RoW network. Local examples
are rail crossings, housing and commercial
developments at sites like Panshanger and
Tyttenhanger. The Footpath Secretaries
walk most of the RoW in their parish each
year and report problems to the RoW
Officers at the appropriate Highways
Authority.

Why not come and join us? (See page 22.)
This year we had another successful Area
Walks Day in September where members
from Hertfordshire and North Middlesex
were able to meet and enjoy a variety of
walks. We had a splendid display of cakes
and savouries for tea, arranged by the
Finchley & Hornsey Group; thanks are also
due to David Smith, a key person involved
in organising all the Walks Days.
If we want the Annual Walk Days to
continue we need a member to lead in
organising future Walks Days.
We now have rotas to identify which
Group is to organise the catering for both
the AGM and Walks Days, ensuring all
Groups get a turn. The food will continue to
be on a bring and share basis.
An administrative issue we had to cope
with this year was the General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR). Ramblers
Central Office does not have email
addresses for half the membership. Most
communication at Area and Group level is
by email, but many members have been
unaware or unwilling to give Central Office
their email address. Members need to
review their personal preferences on the
national Ramblers website; also Central
Office need to recognise that members may
wish to differentiate between receiving
email from Central Office and their Group.
Finally, if you have strong views or would
like to be involved in Ramblers issues there
is the opportunity to join a Group
Committee or Area Council. Please look at
the posts on the schedule of Area Council
members and consider if you are able to fill
any of the roles.
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Area Footpath Secretary’s
report
Mark Westley
The Deregulation Act passed by the
Coalition Government in 2015 would
simplify the process for claiming and
changing paths but it has still not been
brought into effect. The cut-off date of 1
January 2026 is creeping ever closer and we
have no hard information on what we need
to do to protect claims which are now in
the pipeline or anticipated soon.
All we can do for now is to make
applications to Surveying Authorities to add
to the Definitive Map any pre-1949 rights of
way which are not already shown there in
full. We need volunteers to research into
documentary evidence for ancient rights of
way which is mainly to be found in
Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies at
County Hall. The lead for the Ramblers in
our area is Libby Martin. See:
https://tinyurl.com/y7bkr7ro
All
path
claims
and
changes
which were decided by December 2015
should
have
been
recorded
on
Hertfordshire County Council’s Definitive
Map published early in 2016. You can view
the consolidated map online at:
https://tinyurl.com/ydb6qexy
In the past, HCC has only added ways to
the online map when it has updated its
paper map. The current online map,
however, has been updated to show
changes made in 2016 and 2017.
The package of changes confirmed in June
2018 around the Tyttenhanger estate and
Willows Farm does not yet appear online,
as of the time of writing. A smaller package
to add bridleways and divert a footpath
near the eastern edge of Ardeley parish,
confirmed earlier in 2017, is however
shown on the online ‘working copy’ of the
map. Other additions, such as the new
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footpath in Knebworth Park created in
2017, also appear online.
Mineral extraction at Panshanger ceased
at the end of 2017. The full extent of the
long-awaited Country Park was opened in
2018. Unfortunately, the bicentenary of
Humphry Repton’s death in 1818 is being
marked by the addition of Panshanger to
Historic England’s ‘Heritage at Risk’ list. You
can help to keep up the pressure for
restoration of Repton’s landscape by
joining the Friends of Panshanger Park:
http://friendsofpanshangerpark.co.uk/
The public inquiry into Network Rail’s
programme to close level crossings in Essex
and Hertfordshire finally got under way in
September 2018 after nearly a year’s delay
caused by NR’s failure to notify more than
30 interested parties. David Glass is the
Ramblers’ spokesman for our area. Another
major rail development in our area is the
proposed Strategic Rail Freight Interchange
near St Albans. Phil Escritt is our lead on
this project. This development has been
complicated by a proposal to use the same
site for housing.
The presentation that Phil Escritt made to
our 2018 AGM has become the basis of the
Ramblers’ policy regarding shared use
routes for walkers and cyclists. National
cycling organisations have been lobbying
Parliament to make far more of the public
footpath network available to cyclists. We
argue that any changes should be
considered on a case-by-case basis and the
examples in Phil’s presentation show that
we are not unreasonable.
Issue 53 of Stile featured a centre-page
spread in which Tony Bradford described
the organisational changes at HCC which
amalgamated Countryside Management
and Rights of Way into a single service. For
the most part, we are still dealing with the
(Continued on page 18)
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same officers as before, or at least those
who are left after swingeing budget cuts
have thinned the ranks. Budget cuts also
saw HCC’s regular maintenance contracts
replaced by ad hoc action in 2018. After a
wet Spring was followed by a very dry
Summer, it was difficult to predict which
paths would most need clearing, so ad hoc
action was a reasonable approach.

There are, as usual, opportunities for
Footpath Workers in parts of the
Hertfordshire & North Middlesex area.
Contact any local Ramblers officer if you
can take on a parish or could understudy
one of our experienced Footpath
Secretaries who wishes to shed part of his
load. We have a gap in our coverage of
parishes in East Herts around the Pelhams.

Treasurer’s report
Declan Leyden
As always, I am grateful to all the Group
Treasurers for the invaluable work they do
throughout the year and for responding
promptly to Area requests for information.
Thanks also to Julia Haynes, Chair of
Finchley & Hornsey, for her work as
External Examiner.
The 2018 Annual Accounts are set out in a
separate table (see opposite). To help
clarify the differences with the previous
year 2017, which is included for
comparison, you might like to consider the
following notes:
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Central Office funding to Area and
Groups decreased to reduce
unnecessary reserves.
Donations include £70 to Herts
Weekend Walkers and £60 to Area
from Ramblers Holidays Walking
Partnership.
Reflects the current financial
squeeze on advertising. Please
encourage
organisations
to
advertise in Stile.
Decrease due to majority of Groups
claiming only the basic budget
allowance.
Increased cost of envelopes and
postage.
Increase due to donation to the

7.

8.
9.

10.

11.

12.

Ramblers campaign against closure
of railway crossings.
Decrease due to Hall hire paid in
previous financial year to secure
change of location.
Increase in fees and travel for two
visitors to General Council.
Includes the cost of the memorial
seat for Norman Jones and a
subscription to the Open Spaces
Society.
Difference is due to 2016 and 2017
hall payments being paid in same
financial year.
Note that the two Flexigroups,
Herts Weekend Walkers and Stag
Walkers, have operated throughout
the year without any cost to the
Area and are a good source of new
membership. Stag Walkers has now
become a full Group.
As planned, we have ended the
year with a reduction in reserves
and plan to reduce them further
this financial year.

As this my last meeting as Treasurer I
would like to thank you all for the courtesy
you have shown me and the help you have
given over the last eight years. It has been a
pleasure working with you and I wish my
successor every success.
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RAMBLERS' ASSOCIATION—HERTFORDSHIRE AND NORTH MIDDLESEX AREA
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2018

2018

2017

Notes (see
Treasurer’s
report)

INCOME
Central Office Budget payments
Bank interest
Donations
Advertising income Stile
Deposit refund 2015 AGM hall hire
Refund General Council fee
Total income

9,622.00
241.70
175.00
10,038.70

10,922.00
224.94
305.00
100.00
180.00
11,731.94

1

EXPENDITURE
Budget payments to local Groups
Stile
Website
Don’t Lose Your Way project
Footpaths and countryside protection
Meetings (incl. AGM)
Administration
Visitors (2) to General Council
Subs/donations
Area Walks Day
Walks leader training
Herts Weekend Walkers
Stag Walkers
Total expenditure

3,222,10
5,505.22
172.79
579.62
276.19
496.00
474.95
100.02
10,826.89

4,467.00
5,434.90
327.51
430.91
737.19
24.67
360.00
45.00
354.08
49.77
12,231.03

4
5

-788.19

-499.09

11,067.58
-788.19
-

11,516.67
-499.09
50.00

10,279.39

11.067.58

Surplus/Deficit for the year
BALANCE SHEET AT 30 SEPTEMBER 2018
Funds at beginning of
year
Surplus/(Deficit) for the year
Uncashed cheques
Represented by:
Cash at bank

2
3

6
7
8
9
10

11

12

Report of the Independent Examiner
Having carried out procedures in accordance with the Area and Group independent
guidelines, I consider the Hertfordshire and North Middlesex Area accounts to have been
properly prepared and give a true and fair view of the Area’s finances for the year ended
30 September 2018.
Julia Haynes Date: 16 November 2018
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Area and Group main accounts: comparison
Compiled by Harold Stokes
Area

Membership (Aug 18)

W Herts

E Herts

N Herts

NL & SH

Royston

W & 3R

F&H

452

232

426

501

158

254

421

Income

From Area/Central Office
Donations

£9,622.00

£566.38

£347.84

£550.00

£241.70

£390.00

£210.00

£740.00

£175.00

£200.00

£610.48

£266.50

£351.76 £529.14

£10.00

£422.00

Grants
Advert Sales

£561.00

Publications

£240.00

Day Walks
Net Self Funded

£2,065.00

-£642.44

£468.13

-£28.40

£557.84 £1,448.56 £1,078.61

£248.10

£351.76 £951.14

£272.00

£71.95 £811.83

Interest
Other
Total

£10,038.70 £3,221.38

Payments
Group Funding

£3,222.10

Newsletter/Website

£5,505.22

£88.81

£129.60
£1,932.38

Walks Programmes
Walks related

£539.93

£179.20

£100.02

£193.00

£744.14

£6.99 £103.38

Publications
Campaigns/casework

£752.41

Training
Meetings (incl AGM)

£150.00

£280.00

£326.80
£276.19

£134.46

£256.24

£16.80

£12.00

Admin
Other
Total

Surplus/(deficit)
Cash balance (Main)
Reserves %

£82.18

£49.20

£53.98

£12.00
£970.95

£100.00

£10,826.89 £1,190.00

£15.00

£756.14

£366.18

£408.14 £969.19

-£699.61

£322.47

-£118.08

£474.90 £1,826.19

£700.27

£640.95

-£56.38 -£18.05
£1,473.0
£242.79
0

92.6

175

-£788.19 £2,031.38 -£172.20
£10,279.39 £1,208.62
135.2

101.6

£5.99

£730.04 £2,148.17

25.2

20

85

59.5
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Membership Secretary’s
report
Beth Houghton
The Area membership fall of 3.4% follows
the previous two years’ 2.7% and 1.9%
decreases and is increasingly greater than
the national trend. This year it is due to
some poorer renewal rates, as the number
of new members has remained roughly the
same as last year (276), but was offset by
the non-geographic groups increasing their
renewal rates as well as attracting more
new members than in the previous year.
Area and Groups have dealt with the
implications of Ramblers guidance on the
introduction of GDPR. However, 63% of
Area members have still not agreed to
receive email communications: 22% having
Group

Total
30.9.2018

Total
30.9.2017

said ‘No’ and 41% having not responded or
having yet to be asked directly for consent
by CO.
Membership subscription rates
These increased again from 1 October 2018
to £35.85 (individual)/£47.85 (joint).
However, concessionary rates have risen
more, to £23 and £30.75, to bring them in
line with similar organisations. 15% of Area
members currently pay concessionary
rates.
The number of walking clubs affiliated to
Area has decreased by three.

%
change

Renewal
rate %

New
members

New
members as % of
end Sept 2017

West Herts

451

473

-4.6

90

27

5.7

East Herts

230

243

-5.3

90

11

4.5

North Herts

427

438

-2.5

92

24

5.5

North London & South Herts

499

521

-4.2

86

49

9.4

Royston & District

160

174

-8

86

11

6.3

Watford & Three Rivers

256

278

-7.9

88

12

4.3

Finchley & Hornsey

420

438

-4.1

87

37

8.4

83

77

+7.8

70

29

38

Herts Weekend Walkers

151

138

+9.4

80

40

29

Unassigned to a Group

86

80

+7.5

65

34

42

2,764

2,862

-3.4

87

274

9.6

102,818

104,694

-1.8

88

10,836

10.3

8

11

Stag Walkers

Area
Ramblers
Affiliated Groups
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Become a Local Footpath Secretary!
‘There is no surer guide for our rights than a steady and regular patrolling of our possessions’
(Arthur Hugh Sidgwick (1882-1917) in Walking Essays, 1912)

•
•
•

YOU could make a real contribution to the Ramblers’ work. If you can:
walk your local paths regularly
report any problems to the Rights of Way Service at County Hall and
react to any proposed path orders (but these are rare)

then your help is needed to keep our rights of way open and in good order. You
will be supplied with maps and comprehensive guidance.
For example, local Footpath Secretaries are currently needed in:
Albury

Bayford

Enfield

Stocking Pelham

Furneux Pelham

Sawbridgeworth

Brickenden Liberty

Brent Pelham &
Meesden

Little
Berkhamsted

BUT wherever you live or walk, your District or Borough Footpath Secretary
would like to hear from you.
Do get in touch—see page 34 for contacts.

Do you agree with everything Ramblers does?
•

Think things should be done differently?

•

Have ideas for improving Ramblers in our Area? Would you like to
share your ideas?

•

Want to help make a difference?

If thoughts like these are going through your mind, the Area Editorial
Team would like you to join them.
It isn’t as formal as it sounds—very lively in fact. The team decides the
content of Stile and the Area website and generally sees members are
kept informed.
We are looking for keen writers who can help with production, write an
article or two or contribute pictures.
If you would like to know more, please email the Editor (see front cover)
or contact your Group’s Area Representative.
22
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GROUP REPORTS 2018
East Herts

David Glass
We have maintained an almost full
walks programme this past year thanks
to the walk leaders and our Walks
Coordinator’s determined efforts to fill
the programme. I am pleased to say we
have had new walk leaders again this
year.
Although overall membership is down
our average walking numbers have
been consistent for the last couple of
years.
Several from our Group had an
excellent week at the HF house at
Freshwater Bay on the Isle of Wight.
Thanks to members nominating East
Herts Ramblers when booking with
Ramblers Walking Holidays we have a
healthy £291 towards further footpath
improvements.
We held our AGM on Saturday 20
October at Puckeridge village hall.
After six years this was my last AGM as
Chair as I am pleased to say Sarah Lea
volunteered on the day to take over the
role. I am equally pleased that we have
one new volunteer for the Committee,
taking our numbers to a healthier
seven.
Thank you to all the Committee
members, walk leaders and members of
our group for your continued support.
Particular thanks to all Footpath
Secretaries and those who maintain our
network of footpaths.

Finchley & Hornsey

Julia Haynes
Walking continues to be our main focus
and it’s pleasing to see our programme
includes a wide choice of walks for our
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members to enjoy. We have a great
team of walk leaders to make this
possible and I thank them all for their
hard work in the planning and
organisation of their walks throughout
the year.
Our Summer and Winter Solstice
walks, with a ‘bring and share’ lunch
and fizz/mulled wine (according to the
season), were well attended as was our
Christmas lunch. Throughout the year
we have been tackling the Capital Ring
with each of our Leaders taking on a
different section.
We enjoyed three group holidays this
year. 27 members went to Buxton in
April for a weekend of walks led by our
own leaders, rounded off with a
sociable group meal in a local
restaurant. June saw a group of us
walking in Austria, courtesy of
Ramblers’ Holidays, making good use
of the local transport. In September, 18
of us stayed in Lyme Regis for a week
of walking the coastal and inland
footpaths; we joined up with the East
Devon Ramblers one day, visited the
local theatre and enjoyed the inevitable
group meal.
A one-day Emergency First Aid
Training Course for Walk Leaders took
place in early November.
The introduction of GDPR left many
members puzzled to get their
programme by post rather than their
usual email. Having explained to these
members how to update their
preferences we are hopeful they will be
now eligible to receive it by email.
Our hard-working Committee work
tirelessly throughout the year in their
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various roles to ensure the smooth
running of the Group and I am grateful
for all they do.

Herts Weekend Walkers
David Kay
The Group started in October 2013,
aimed at people of working age in their
40s and 50s who can usually only find
time to get out and enjoy walking at the
weekend.
In our fifth full year we had 69 walks
ranging between 3 and 14 miles in
length, an average attendance of 23
people, collectively walking some
11,922 miles.
Since the group’s inception, Saturday
afternoon walks have proven to be the
most popular, and it is quite common to
have in excess of 30 people on them. All
our walks conclude with socialising in

local hostelries.
The Group is a paperless ‘Flexigroup’
incurring no expenses. We
communicate with a weekly email
bulletin containing details of upcoming
walks and news. We use Facebook to
promote the Group by showing
photographs taken during our walks.
Highlights of 2018 were our 300th
walk at Little Wymondley, our petal
walk challenge day at Weston and our
fifth anniversary walk and celebratory
meal at Old Knebworth.
We enjoyed weekends away in
Hayling Island and the Peak District,
and a holiday on the Pembrokeshire
Coast.
The Group’s membership has grown
steadily since its creation and we look
forward to the next five years with
optimism.

Suffolk Coast

Self catering holiday cottage to let, sleeps 6 in 3
bedrooms
Seaside village of WALBERSWICK, near SOUTHWOLD
Ideal for walkers, cyclists, birdwatchers etc.
Idyllically situated on the edge of the common
with direct access to paths, bridleways and
open access SSSI heathland including traffic
free route to Southwold
Comfortable character cottage with
woodstove, garden and ample off-road
parking
Local shop nearby, also three excellent pubs
Linen provided; Wi-Fi
Dogs allowed by arrangement
Strictly non-smoking
Discounted rates for Ramblers and Cycling UK members
Friday to Friday weekly bookings and short breaks available off-season (long weekends or
midweek)
For more details ring: 01438 717237 or 0780 1469676
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North Herts
Ron Faulkner
Firstly, the good news: after several
years of a fairly small, but gradual,
decline in membership numbers we
have at last stabilised but we remain a
vigorous and viable Group. In addition,
our regular walking programme and
visits to places of interest combined
with a walk, prove popular and a
means of maintaining contact with our
wider membership. A well planned mid
-week trip to Buxton provided exciting
walking and a group holiday at Evia, an
island off Greece, provided superb
walking and interesting sightseeing.
Sales of the publication Ten Walks in
Hertfordshire continue, with the prospect
of Ten Further Walks in Hertfordshire in
progress.

The two-week Walking Festival in
association with Stevenage Borough
Council continues to attract walkers,
with the ‘Challenge’ walk becoming
increasingly popular. Participation in
Hitchin Health Week continues to
promote walking as a health benefit.
All in all a satisfactory year.

North London & South
Herts
Beth Houghton
Thanks to our dedicated band of walks
leaders we have run 74 long, 46 shorter
and 25 ‘social’ short walks. The latter
are held mid-week in our local area.
Our walks included two ‘coach walks’
to Warwick and Brighton, and a new
initiative: by train to Bristol for a city
walk. Our leaders provided two walks
for this year’s Area Walks Day in

Honey House vegan eco-retreat
Serra de Estrela, Portugal
Honey House is a 5 hectare, vegan eco-retreat, situated on the edge of the historic
village of Melo in the Serra da Estrela national park, central Portugal.
Learn Reiki, meditation, yoga and
animal communication. Join our
yearly juice fast or just relax by the
natural pool whilst enjoying healthy
vegan food and pure spring water.
We keep the costs low to allow
everyone to experience this
wonderful way of life. We are a
meat, alcohol and drug free
environment.
Please contact Annie at

www.honeyhousestables.com
with any questions or requests, so we can make your stay a magical adventure.
Also: some yoga and vegan juice fast courses held at Walberswick, Suffolk coast
(see opposite page) between October and May.
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September. We completed the Thames
Path, and have now started walking the
Hertfordshire Way during summer and
the Capital Ring during winter, one leg
a month.
The Group led two trial walks as part
of the Stepping out with Carers project,
but our annual walk with the London
Blind Rambling Club was cancelled due
to severe winter weather, as was our
AGM.
After eight years of collaboration with
interested parties by Paths & Ways
Officer Ian Hardy, a successful
resolution to the routes across the
Tyttenhanger Estate was finalised, and
a celebratory inaugural walk held there
in July. Libby Martin has been working
hard on Ramblers’ Don’t Lose Your
Way campaign, with a particular
emphasis on paths in Barnet.
We added 49 new members this year
and have an 86% renewal rate.

Royston

Martin Shaw
I’m sure we all benefitted from what
seemed to be an endless summer.
For a small Group, putting together a
full programme is a challenge but we
always manage to do it. The numbers
on our walks, most of whom also lead,
has often been over 30 and we have
only occasionally been reminded what
mud is!
Our annual coach trip was to the south
coast where we walked between Rye
and Hastings. To use that ‘language
mangling’ footballism, it really was a
walk of two halves! Rye to Cliff End
was as flat as could be. Cliff End to
H a s t in gs , h ow e v e r, w a s q ui te
challenging on an afternoon of
considerable temperatures. Beer and ice
cream was a welcome conclusion to a
brilliant day.

The Pymmes Brook Trail
by Colin Saunders
author of The Capital Ring and The London Loop
A new, easy-to-follow guide to the Pymmes Brook
Trail from its start in Barnet all the way to Tottenham
Hale, linking woods, and open spaces. Full of
fascinating historical facts about places along the
way.
Normal price £8.99—but Ramblers can buy it for £7
(plus £2 p&p). Order it:

•
•
•

through Colin’s website:
www.colinsaunders.org.uk
by post with cheque for £9 made out to
Colin Saunders and sent to 35 Gerrards
Close, Oakwood, London N14 4RH
by online transfer—for details email Colin at:
cswriter@btinternet.com
All profits to the Enfield Society
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While we value the efforts made by all
our volunteers, we felt this year we
should recognise the considerable
contribution made, over many years, by
David Allard. We decided on a special
presentation and it was awarded at our
AGM. As our ‘most senior’ member
David still works hard on so many of
the Ramblers’ objectives.

Stag Walkers
Rebecca Dawson
Stag Walkers have had another
successful year with several new
members and a good programme of
walks, socials and weekends away.
A weekend away to the Peak District
was enjoyed by 11 members in May,
and nine members took on the
Yorkshire Three Peaks Challenge in July
(25 miles within 12 hours, climbing
three of Yorkshire’s peaks). The spring
and early summer walks programme
therefore included several long training
walks. A trip to Paris on August bank
holiday weekend completed the
weekends away for 2018.
A walk leader training session was
held in the summer and was successful,
though we are still waiting for our
newly trained leaders to take up the
mantle to lead their first walk! We hope
to run another session to encourage
members to lead, since finding walk
leaders continues to be a struggle.

The committee has been bolstered by
new members this year. This is in part
linked to the change in group status
from Flexigroup to full constituted
group, because Stag Walkers will be
hosting the National Young Ramblers
weekend in June 2019.

West Herts

Marion Adams
Our walks programme has continued to
be enjoyable for all of us with lots of
variety offered—including walks with
added interest, London walks, a series
of chain walks and map and compass
walks. We supported the well established Chilterns Walking Festival
and the Hatfield Walking Festival. We
have completed our first year of
offering three programmes and this has
proved a success. We have walks
offered on Sundays and some Tuesdays.
The programme has been
complemented by social events
including an evening to thank walk
leaders, pub lunches, a Midsummer
Evening walk and a Christmas lunch.
We have had two group holidays: in
the spring a weekday break to Bath and
in the autumn record numbers went on
a weekend break to the Isle of Wight.
This year has been a busy one with
some challenges for the Group. The
introduction of the GDPR has increased
(Continued on page 28)

Booking with RWH Travel (Ramblers Holidays)?
Not a member of any Group?
Are you one of the growing number of members who choose not to belong to a
particular Group? If so, and if you’re booking a holiday with RWH Travel (Ramblers
Holidays), please quote Herts & North Middlesex Area when you book and RWH
will make a small donation to the Area.
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the workload for the Committee and in
particular our Membership Secretary.
As a result of these changes fewer
m e m be r s h a v e r e c e i v e d t h e i r
programmes by email and more of our
funds have had to be spent on printing
and postage. Our website continues to
offer information and support to
members. Some changes have been
made to make it GDPR compliant.
Membership has continued to fall over
the year.

Watford & Three Rivers

Clare Bonnick
We have maintained our programme of
a full day walk on Saturday, and a
morning walk at least once a month,
usually in the Chilterns or
Hertfordshire. We have also completed
the Capital Ring and have started on
the Thames Path, walking a section
once a month towards the source.
Some of us enjoyed a holiday in the
glens of Antrim with Ramblers Walking

Holidays. We had superb weather as it
was at the start of the summer
heatwave. We were on the Giant’s
Causeway on the hottest day in
Northern Ireland for 30 years! This was
a contrast to our Christmas lunch, when
the only people who managed to get
there arrived (appropriately) on foot
due to unexpected heavy snowfall. We
also had a weekend away in May,
based in Eype on the Dorset coast and,
in September, in Canterbury. Next year
will see us in the Elan Valley for a four
night break, and in the Peak District
later in the year.
We are losing our walks co-ordinator
and so far have yet to find a firm
replacement. Clearly this is a key role
for us to fill! We are however fortunate
to have enough leaders to maintain our
walks programme. However we have
an enthusiastic core membership who
support our walks and social activities.

Preserving and claiming Rights of Way: books available
The Area has two copies of Rights of Way: Restoring the Record by Sarah
Bucks and Phil Wadey.
If you are interested in joining the Don’t Lose Your Way project, this book
will tell you all you need to know about the process. You can borrow a copy
for up to two months. Collection and return will be your responsibility but
help will be given if possible.
To reserve a copy email Roger Bangs at rogerbangs130@gmail.com

Help STILE with your junk mail!
Advertising pays an appreciable part of our production costs, thereby helping the
Ramblers’ work. YOU can help by: showing Stile to potential advertisers; and
passing the contact details of any company you think would benefit by advertising
in Stile, from any promotional materials you receive from it to the Editor (see front
cover). Thank you!

28

December 2018

Stile

FOOTPATH WORK
Meet the Footpath Secretaries:
Francis and Mary Windle
Francis Windle
My wife Mary and I became Footpath
Secretaries for Essendon Parish at the
suggestion of a member of our
Ramblers Group, North London and
South Herts, who has been a Footpath
Secretary for many years, and a year
later we took on Hertingfordbury
Parish. In both cases we took over from
someone who had filled the role for
many years.
Our primary reason for taking on the
task was a feeling that as regular
footpath walkers with the Ramblers we
should put something back into the
system. However, the process has been
most informative and enjoyable; we
have discovered footpaths new to us
and have learned a lot by putting them
together to allow us to cover as many as
possible on a single walk. We have also
been forced to try to see a path as others
would see it, from a safety, navigation
and convenience perspective.
We have been lucky in that the
handover from the previous Secretary
was very detailed—including advice on
local hostelries! We have also had
much sup port from t wo very
experienced, knowledgeable and
helpful Footpath Secretaries in our
Group.
The task is fun, not too onerous and
makes us feel virtuous—we never
regret our decision to support the
maintenance of the footpath network in
a very small section of the country, and
would encourage others to take on the
role of footpath secretary.
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Secretaries encounter.
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OBITUARY
John Barnes:
‘David and Goliath’
J o hn B arn e s, t ir el es s f o o t pa t h
campaigner and the scourge of many a
greedy landowner and developer, died
in early October, after a fall while on
holiday. At 92 he was still active, locked
in a struggle to prevent the digging of a
new gravel pit near his home in Bengeo.
John was born in London and lived
there before and during World War II.
Regular visits to the country ensured a
love of the countryside from an early
age. After the war he organised trips for
his teenage friends—coachloads.
Like many of his generation John
Barnes left school at 14, starting out as a
telegraph boy with the Post Office. His
talent was soon recognised and he rose
to become a marketing manager for
British Telecom.

John moved to
Bengeo in 1961,
where his father
Henry
l a te r
joined
him.
Father and son
soon
became
involved
in
many campaigns for rights of way and
preservation of the countryside. John
fearlessly took on the courts and
tribunals, seeing himself as David to the
Goliaths of authority and ‘experts’. Our
Area Footpath Secretary, Mark Westley,
recently said he had ‘learned from John
that an individual can make a difference if
he has a case and is willing to fight for his
rights’. The very healthy state of
campaigning in Hertfordshire today
surely owes much to the example set by
John Barnes.

St Albans
Adventure Group
Do you enjoy the great outdoors?
Want to make new friends with similar interests?
We do a walk or bike ride most Sundays in and around the local area. We also go further
afield once a month: recent trips have included the Peak District, the south Glamorgan
coast and the Ridgeway long distance footpath (in several stages).
On Wednesday evenings we have social events such as talks, slide shows, cinema trips, pub
evenings, local walks, quizzes and games.

Come and join us! Find out more at www.stalbansadventuregroup.org.uk
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WALKS TO ENJOY
St Paul’s to St Albans:
new pilgrimage route
Quentin Keeling
St Albans Cathedral is to launch a new
walking route and pilgrimage from St
Paul’s Cathedral to St Albans in June
2019 to coincide with the opening of its
new welcome centre and pilgrim
exhibition.
Built in five stages, the 35 mile walk
will take in some of London’s most
stunning parks, waterways and views
and allow for reflections along the way,
inspired by the life of Alban, Britain’s
first saint and martyr.
The Canon Kevin Walton, Canon
Chancellor of St Albans Cathedral, said:
‘We hope that through this new

pilgrimage route, more people will
come to know the story of Alban, a
Roman soldier who gave shelter to a
stranger in need and sacrificed his own
life for that of another.’
Each stage will be easily accessible via
public transport, making it a green
pilgrimage. Pilgrims will be able to do
as much or as little of the walk as they
wish. The walk will offer a chance to
boost the physical and spiritual
wellbeing of those who may struggle to
find the time in their busy city lives to
undertake other pilgrimages.
To be part of the first group to complete
this walk, save the dates 19—21 June and
get in touch to register your interest:
pilgrimage@stalbanscathedral.org

Area Walks Day 2019
— Keep the date!
The Herts & North Middlesex Area Walks Day will take place on

Saturday 28 September 2019 at
Royston
More details in Stile, June 2019 issue

Ten Walks in North Hertfordshire
This book, produced by North Herts Ramblers, describes ten walks of about six
miles. The walks range in length from 5.4 to 6.8 miles, a length that most people
are confident of accomplishing in half a day. Each walk is given a full descriptive
text, plus an accompanying 25,000 Ordnance Survey map in colour. The cost is
£5, plus £1 p&p. To place your order, please send an email to:
haroldstokes@waitrose.com, with details of the address to which the book should
be sent. Payment can be made online to North Herts Ramblers. Sort code: 60-8301. Account: 20115700. Reference: Tenwalks/Name
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ACHIEVEMENTS
Don’t leave us behind!

How dog friendly walks came to North Herts
Jenny Mason

When, seven years ago, I opened my
Christmas present from my daughters, I
was horrified to find it was
membership of the North Herts
Ramblers Group! What use was it to me
and how could I express my usual
delight at the gifts they chose for me
when I knew that dogs were totally
verboten on all walks in their
programme? I was the owner of Tillie, a
JRT and Maisie, a Border Terrier who
delighted in their walks. How could I
get round this predicament? I offered
profuse thanks as a keen walker and
put the envelope in a drawer rather
than on the fire. What a good job I did
as what I did a week later opened new
horizons for me and many dog owners.
I contacted a committee member of
North Herts Ramblers Group (NHRG)
whom I had met years before, when
walking with Mid Herts until they
banned dogs. His response was that his
members didn’t want dogs on their
walks and that they had no one who
would lead dog friendly walks. He was
however wise enough to offer me the
chance to trial a few in the next
programme.
I
jumped
at
the
opportunity! Looking at the programme
put out by NHRG I noted several things
that wouldn’t work when dogs were
involved, notably meeting at a car park
to car share, using public transport, city
walks and packed lunches. Meeting at a
pub seemed a much better option:
ordering our lunch and availing
ourselves of the facilities, before setting

out on a five-mile, two-and-a-half-hour
walk with a five-minute watering
dogs/coffee break and returning to the
pub for lunch around 12.45 to 1 pm.
This format has stood the test over five
years and suits us all. I feel that dog
friendly walks are now an integral part
of the NHRG walks programme. I have
joined the NHRG Committee and some
of our regular walkers have served as
NHRG secretary and taken Area posts.
Soon membership, both human and
canine, grew as word got round and at
one of our Stevenage Walking Festival
Saturday walks we had 36 people and
15 dogs. Generally there are around 25
people and 10 or so dogs. The latter are
walked on lead, where necessary, but
are free, at their owner’s discretion, to
be loose until the order ’Dogs on Leads’
from the leader of the walk, when we
near fields with animals grazing, or
when we approach a road.
It has been wonderful to see so many
new faces on the walks and more and
more offering to lead. They are
encouraged to go on the NHRG
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navigation and leader training courses
and then given a buddy for their first
few walks. All are required to be paid
up members of Ramblers and to join in
on the social side. We have had several
dog friendly holidays with Ramblers’
Holidays Paws on Tour or at Christian
Guild Hotels which welcome dogs, or
arranged privately to rent houses.
To walk with our Dog Friendly Group
only requires an acceptance of dogs on
the walks. It does not necessitate having
a dog, as some have assumed! Many
from the main North Herts Group join
us from time to time if they fancy the
venue and some are prepared to lead a
walk for us. As popularity has grown
we have added mid-week walks during
the summer, starting in May. Finding
enough leaders is a problem but we
generally arrive at a full programme;
and with new members coming along
all the time it seems to be getting easier.
The dogs have a wonderful time and
add another dimension to our pleasure.
Walking with a dog seems such a
normal thing to me, but for many it is a

fate worse than death! So to keep
everyone happy we have kept the dog
friendly walks separate from other
walks within North Herts Group.
I have been approached by people
from other parts of the country who
have heard about our Dog Friendly
Group, asking how to go about creating
something similar in their area. Sadly
very few such groups exist! But I was
ever so surprised that word of the good
work done within North Herts Group
had reached all the way to Scotland. I
was invited by Ramblers Scotland to
speak at the Scottish General Council in
Dunblane last year! I was really
delighted to be there to talk about dog
friendly walking and had a marvellous
weekend. It was felt that this was an
untapped
potential
that
could
encourage thousands more new
Ramblers members. There are as many
issues with dogs on walks in Scotland
and a few more besides, because of the
’Right to Roam’ policy. I can only hope
that some of our ideas will be picked up
and adopted by others in Ramblers.

Start of a dog friendly walk at the 2017 Area Walks Day.
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Area Chair
Roger Bangs: rogerbangs130@gmail.com
Area Secretary
Ian Hardy: hnmsecretary@gmail.com
Ramblers:
www.ramblers.org.uk
Herts and North Middlesex Area:
www.ramblers.org.uk/hertfordshire-north-middlesex
South East Walker newspaper:
www.surreyramblers.org.uk/news/35-south-east-walker.html
Footpath problems (1) — contact one of the Footpath Secretaries:
Area Footpath Secretary
Mark Westley:
mark.westley@ntlworld.com
District and Borough FP Secretaries
North Herts District, Stevenage Borough
David Allard: david.allard@ntlworld.com

Dacorum Borough
John Rowe: johnmrowe@talktalk.net

Hertsmere Borough, Welwyn Hatfield
Borough
Ian Hardy: ian.hardy@btinternet.com

Three Rivers District ,Watford Borough
Colin Knight: colinknight@waitrose.com

Broxbourne Borough, East Herts District
Chris Pagan:
alfredpagan@btinternet.com
St Albans City & District
Phil Escritt: escritt@waitrose.com

Enfield
(Vacant)
Barnet
Libby Martin: libby_martin1@hotmail.com
Haringey
Chris Barker: chrisjbarker46@gmail.com

Footpath problems (2) — contact your local authority:

Hertfordshire (except Dacorum and
Broxbourne)
Rights of Way Service
Hertfordshire County Council
0300 123 4047
row@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Broxbourne
Engineering and Surveying
Services
Broxbourne Borough Council
01992 785 577
ess@broxbourne.gov.uk

Dacorum
Clayton Rae
Dacorum Borough Council
01442 228 356
clayton.rae@dacorum.gov.uk

Barnet
Street Based Services
Barnet Borough Council
020 8359 4600
first.contact@barnet.gov.uk
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Haringey
Frontline Business Support
Team
Haringey Council
020 8489 1335
frontline@haringey.gov.uk

Enfield
Environment, Waste &
Transport
Enfield Borough Council
020 8379 1000
transportation@enfield.gov.uk

Group information
Ramblers members can walk with any Group throughout the country.
There is summary information and a list of the published walks for all the Groups on
the Area website: www.ramblers.org.uk/hertfordshire-north-middlesex.
Follow the link ‘Our Groups’ to see the location of each Group, the types of walks
they do and link to each Group website.
Here are the Groups in our Area with contact details.
East Herts
Sarah Lea
ramblinglea@gmail.com
www.easthertsramblers.co.uk

Royston
royston.ramblers@yahoo.com
Miss Lesley Abbiss 01763 273 463
www.ramblers.org.uk/royston

Finchley & Hornsey
fhramblers@gmail.com
Julia Haynes 020 8906 0563
www.ramblers.org.uk/finchley-hornsey

Stag Walkers
Rebecca Dawson
stagwalkers@gmail.com
www.stagwalkers.org.uk
www.facebook.com/groups/stagwalkers
A Group aimed at people in their 20s
and 30s.

Herts Weekend Walkers
David Kay
walks@hertsww.og.uk
www.hertsww.org.uk
www.facebook.com/groups/hertswww
An informal ‘Flexigroup’ aimed at people
in their 40s and 50s.
North Herts
Jo Lindridge
www.nhrg.org.uk
secretary@nhrg.org.uk

Watford &Three Rivers
info.WTRRamblers@gmail.com
Mrs V M Buckley 01923 222 591
www.watfordand3riversramblers.org.uk
West Herts
Lynda Abbott
secretary.westhertsramblers@gmail.com
www.westhertsramblers.org.uk

North London & South Herts
Beth Houghton
ramblersnlsh2@outlook.com
www.ramblers.org.uk/north-london-south
-herts

35

Area Walks Day—Welwyn, 22 September 2018

The Area Walks day based at Welwyn wasn’t quite blessed with
the sunshine of previous years (above), but the turnout was
good. The various parties all made it back to the leisure centre by
teatime for much-needed warmth and the bring-and-share tea,
ably managed by Finchley & Hornsey Group (right).

Real ‘Area men’!
Among the walkers at Welwyn
were David and George (above),
who had walked with no fewer
than 25 groups in two years, as
well as having been on four RWH
holidays in a single year.

