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Norman Jones country

A scene near Boxmoor Trust, a favourite haunt of the late Norman Jones who died in 2016.
A memorial seat has been installed at Boxmoor Trust itself by West Herts Group in his
memory (see page 6) and a memorial walk will take place too, on 24 July (page7).
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IMPORTANT—PLEASE READ
Tell Ramblers how you want to be contacted or you
may miss out!
The new General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) affects all Ramblers, even those who
don’t use computers. Rebecca Dawson, Ramblers Trustee, and Beth Houghton, Area
Membership secretary, explain what you need to do.
Please read this carefully and make sure you take action where necessary.

You may now be aware of a new EU
framework
‘GDPR—General
Data
Protection Regulations’ which came
into force on 25 May 2018. Its purpose is
to give individuals more control and
protection of their personal data. Your
inboxes may have been filled with
requests to update your details and
consent to continue to receive
communications. Ramblers is no
different; we are legally required to
comply with the GDPR, and the staff
team has been making changes that will
enable all Groups and Areas to be
ready.
Contact preferences are handled
centrally, not at Group or Area level.
You may have received emails from the
Membership Services Team asking you
to update your preferences. If you
haven’t done it yet—please do. If you
haven’t, you can log in to the Ramblers
website and amend your contact
preferences in the ‘your profile’ section.
If you don’t want to go online you can
call Ramblers Membership Services
Team on 020 7339 8595. You can change
your preferences at any time.
For members using email: Contact
preferences apply to all email
communications—therefore if you opt
in or out of email this will affect both
national communications and those
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from your Group or Area, other than
certain essential communications.
Important: If your Group uses email
for
walking
programmes
and
newsletters and you wish to continue
to receive them, you will need to agree
to be contacted by email. You can
update your preferences on the
Ramblers website or 020 7339 8595.
For members not using email: Walk,
Stile and printed newsletters and walks
programmes from your Group will
continue to be posted to you. If you
wish to receive other communications
from Ramblers by post you will need to
consent to this. You can update your
preferences on 020 7339 8595.
For volunteers: Group membership
secretaries
and
any
volunteers
(including walks organisers and
leaders) handling personal data should
read the GDPR Volunteer Guidance
document and Q&A document on the
Ramblers website volunteer zone:
http://bit.ly/RamblersGDPRtoolkit.
Please remember that GDPR is a new
piece of legislation and Ramblers
guidance is evolving, based on
feedback. If you have queries or
concerns, please consult the guidance
document or contact Felix Wilkey, Data
Protection Officer:
dataprotectionofficer@ramblers.org.uk
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AREA NEWS
Level crossing closures: inquiry resumes in October
David Glass
In the last issue of Stile (December 2017)
I reported on the Network Rail inquiry
into the level crossing closures in the
Anglian Region, including some on the
Bishop’s Stortford to London line.
There are three separate inquiries
chaired by three different Inspectors.
One is for Cambridge (which has
finished). Another for Suffolk is in
progress and, at the time of writing
(early April), due to finish on 4 May.
The third, for Essex and Hertfordshire,
opened on Wednesday 18 October but
adjourned on Friday 20 October. This
was because Network Rail failed to
fully carry out its statutory obligations
under the Transport and Works Act,
omitting to send out notices to all
landowners affected. There are an
additional 12 new landowners and eight
mortgage companies (26 notices); also
12 existing landowners who need
additional notices for additional parcels
of land. After the notices are served,
there is a 42 day response period.
The inquiry will resume on Tuesday,
25 September 2018. The first two weeks
of the inquiry will be held at the Civic
Centre, Chelmsford and then the
inquiry will move to other venues more

relevant to the locations of other
crossings.
A detailed programme for the
resumption has not been published yet
but presumably, as little of the inquiry
was held, it will almost start from
scratch and will follow that previously
published.
Week 1 will be opening remarks by the
Inspector, and the opening submissions
by Network Rail. This will be followed
by opening submissions by the
objectors, which had included Essex
County Council; Colchester Borough
Council; Ramblers; Essex Local Access
Forum; and National Farmers Union.
Whether there are any new objectors
who wish to speak is not known.
Network Rail will then start their
detailed ‘Case for the Order’ calling
witnesses for different aspects of their
case (e.g. strategic, safety etc.). Each of
the Network Rail witnesses will be
subject to cross-examination by the
objector’s representative.
The second day will see the start of the
objectors’ case. The Ramblers’ case will
be represented by their Counsel who
will call expert witnesses on behalf of
the Ramblers. All objectors’ witnesses
(Continued on page 6)
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will be subject to cross-examination by
Network Rail.
During week 2 the case for the
objector’s will continue, and the week
will finish on specific matters relating to
the level crossings local to Chelmsford.
Having separate hearings on each level
crossing near their location enables
better access for interested parties, and
presumably the opportunity for site
visits if necessary. The level crossings in
our area (Hertfordshire and West Essex
in the Stansted area) will be in week 4
from 16 to 19 October at the Novotel,
Stansted
Airport.
Although
the
Ramblers’ case for each crossing will be
led by their Counsel the expert
witnesses will be the Footpath Secretary
who produced the Statement of Case.

The final two weeks of the inquiry will
return to the Civic Centre, Chelmsford
which will include summing up by
Network Rail, the objectors and the
Inquiry Inspector.
The Inquiry Inspector will then write a
report and submit it to the Secretary of
State for Transport. Although there is a
target timescale of three months for the
Secretary of State’s decision after
receiving a report, there is no target
timescale for the writing of the report.
In such a complex and wide-ranging
inquiry covering 50 or so level
crossings, it can be assumed the
Inspector’s report will take some time to
complete. As a result it will be well into
2019 before we hear the results.

New bench honours
Norman Jones
Sarah Lea
I was recently sent a picture of the
bench that has been installed in
memory of Norman Jones. It made me
remember him as well as the walk he
provided for Stile in June 2016. So I
decided to revisit the walk, I had
checked the walk before it was
published and see the bench for the first
time.
The walk starts from Hemel
Hempstead station; however, due to the
difficulty of travelling East to West by
train (I live in Broxbourne) I drove to
the start. Not sure Norman would have
approved of this, as he very much
believed in doing things properly even
if they took longer.
It was a rather dreich day in March so
the views were not as expansive as they
can be but they were still pretty good.
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Marion Adams of West Herts Group tries
out the bench, enjoying a fine view over Hay
Wood. Norman did a lot for the Area but was
also a good Group member. West Herts
managed the entire installation.
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This is not an area of Hertfordshire I
know well but there are definitely
hidden treasures and I wished I had
asked Norman more about the area
when I had the opportunity. It was an
area he loved and he got great pleasure
from exploring it all his life. The walk
shows the variety as it goes from water
meadows to woodland and open
grassland.
The Box Moor Trust land is definitely
an area worth exploring. The trust has
been in existence since 1594 and was set
up following a gift of land from the
Queen to prevent the land being
enclosed and to remain available for
grazing by locals. The trust still has a
policy of open access to its lands. Open
access is becoming ever rarer as the
edge lands are increasingly being sold
off for development. The Ramblers was
founded to fight for access rights and it
is important that we continue the fight
fought by many such as Norman before
us.
I arrived at Norman’s seat on the edge
of Hay Wood at grid reference
TL029055 just as I was beginning to
think it was time to eat my lunch. I’m

sure we all know the pleasure of finding
a bench with a view when we are ready
for rest and food. Norman’s bench
certainly didn’t disappoint as it has
wide views whilst being on a
boardwalk so your feet stay dry.
It was good to spend a while there
remembering Norman, who was Area
Secretary when I was Area Chair; and
goodness, that job would have been
much harder without his assistance,
guidance and encouragement. Norman
had such a wealth of knowledge about
so many things, not just walking and
access related issues. He had a deep
love of the arts and was always open to
new ideas such as when I
recommended, along with the Guardian,
that he went and saw the Alexander
Calder exhibition at Tate Modern. He
loved it.
So if you are in the area, why not go
along and spend some time on his
bench reminiscing? Norman’s walk in
Stile is a great place to start. It’s
available on the website at:
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/
hertfordshire-north-middlesex
Walk Routes link (walk number 12).

Norman Jones
Memorial Walk
Tuesday 24 July 7.30 pm
Meet at: Three Horseshoes car park, Pouchen End Lane, Winkwell HP1 2RZ
(grid ref TL027064)
Evening walk of four miles, canal and hill, to Boxmoor Trust. Good views from the
Norman Jones memorial seat.

Leader: Roger Bangs 01923 720 143
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Tyttenhanger Rights of
Way Improvement Project:
update
Ian Hardy
Following the eight-year partnershipfocused project which late last year
finally delivered the resolution of longstanding rights of way blockages in
parallel with significant extensions and
improvements to the local rights of way
network, the final legal niceties have
now been put in place, resulting in full
confirmation of all the changes. At the
same time, associated works have been
carried out on the ground around the
area, and all the necessary signing and
waymarking
is
underway
by
Hertfordshire County Council. The new
improved network is open for business!
To celebrate, the North London &
South Herts Group is leading an
inaugural long walk of about 10-11
miles around the area on Sunday 22
July with lunch at Willows Activity
Farm. We hope walkers will include
representatives from the Tyttenhanger
Estate, Ramblers Central Office, and the
CMS and Rights of Way (CRoW)
Service at Herts County Council.

Area website—the latest

Libby Martin
www.ramblers.org.uk/hertfordshirenorth-middlesex
I don’t know how often you get to look
at our Area website. It is not designed
to change rapidly, but does try to keep
up with local events. It has been altered
a bit recently, hopefully making it more
useful.
Our Area page now includes a
calendar of events and meetings for the
year as well as reports on events that
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Don’t Lose Your Way—new
Volunteer Advisory Board
Libby Martin
Ramblers Central Office is accelerating
its efforts to provide support for Areas
in their work on the Don’t Lose Your
Way project. Using funding from
Ramblers Holidays Charitable Trust,
Jack Cornish has been taken on as
project coordinator. He has set up an
advisory group to work out the best
way to help Areas across the country.
Since we are relatively well advanced in
our work, we have a representative on
this Volunteer Advisory Board (VAB).
We have found that the work needed in
a shire county like Hertfordshire is very
different from a London Borough—
Barnet. It is very helpful to meet up
with representatives from other Areas
who are even further progressed than
us and to learn from their experience.
We still need more volunteers, and to
hear of routes that are not correctly
recorded. Email
HNMdontloseyourway@gmail.com if
you can help. For more information:
www.ramblers.org.uk/hertfordshirenorth-middlesex
have already happened.
Our Groups page gives an outline of
the general style of our different
groups, the days they walk and the
length of their walks.
There is a large section on Rights of
Way. This explains what Ramblers
volunteers do locally to support the
network of Rights of Way. If you are
interested in becoming a Footpath
Secretary, or are new to the job, it
explains the Footpath Secretary’s role
and provides more useful links.
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If you want to report a footpath
problem , there is inf orma tion
explaining the quickest way to get
action (reporting directly to the local
Highways Authority) and the easiest
way (via Pathwatch).
A new page on Recent Rights of Way
Changes (within the Rights of Way
section) gathers together all the latest
news. Look here for maps of the new
Tyttenhanger paths and the new route
around Knebworth. The Definitive Map
update reports from Hertfordshire CC
(which appear in each edition of Stile)
are also gathered in one place here.
The Walk Routes page now has quite
an extensive collection of walks across
Hertfordshire and North Middlesex.
Most of these are up to 7 miles in
length, with a few longer ones. And
there are a few links to other sources of
local routes.

The Contacts page gives you access to
local group committees, local footpath
societies and—for those who would like
to see regional Ramblers news—the
South East Walker.
Finally—our Area has now joined the
Ramblers Holidays Walking
Partnership in its own right. So you can
support the Area when you book a
holiday with Ramblers Holidays (now
named RWH Travel Limited). Just
quote Ramblers Herts & North
Middlesex Area and we will receive a
small donation from them. More details
on the Contacts page.
If you have ideas for the website or
photos to contribute, please use the
Webmaster link on the Contacts page.
We would be particularly interested in
news of new rights of way or other
changes in the RoW network for the
Recent RoW Changes page.

Do you agree with everything Ramblers does?
•

Think things should be done differently?

•

Have ideas for improving Ramblers in our Area? Would you like to
share your ideas?

•

Want to help make a difference?

If thoughts like these are going through your mind, the Area Editorial
Team would like you to join them.
It isn’t as formal as it sounds—very lively in fact. The team decides the
content of Stile and the Area website and generally sees members are kept
informed.
We are looking for keen writers who can help with production, write an
article or two or contribute pictures.
If you would like to know more, please email the Editor (see front cover) or
contact your Group’s Area Representative.
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GROUP NEWS
West Herts
Marion Adams
Since the last edition of Stile we had a
good programme of winter walks and
now we look forward to summer—with
no threat of cancellations due to snow!
We have taken various actions to
support our walk leaders and will
continue to do more; this has
strengthened our walk programme.
Mainly walking in Herts and Bucks, we
continue to offer at least one Sunday
walk per week and our Tuesday walks
have increased, partly due to a series of
Chain Walks offered by one member.
Numbers of walkers have remained
sound, although overall membership
has reduced.
We hope to extend our social
programme whilst remaining very
conscious that the walks are our
primary focus; our social activities are
almost always associated with a walk.
We have enjoyed walks with added
interest, such as walks in London, walks

with a historical focus and wildflower
walks. We do not routinely stop for a
pub lunch but we have a summer
evening walk with a pub stop
afterwards, and would like to offer
more of these. Our customary weekend
away to welcome the start of spring has
been extended to a five-night, weekday
break in Bath, a new venture for us.
We have also supported the first
Hatfield Walking Festival, 14 to 20 May
and the Chilterns Walking Festival, 19
May to 3 June.
Apart from working to deliver a great
walking programme, the energies of the
Committee have been focused on all the
necessary changes to our procedures
and website resulting from the
upcoming General Data Protection
Regulations.
We have a full Committee and good
range of walk leaders who bring their
skills and enthusiasm to the successful
running of the Group.

Editor’s note:
We thank Marion for this comprehensive ‘half-year report’. As space would not
allow us to include a report like this from every Group, in the June 2019 issue I
hope to start a “Group round-up” section.
I’ll be inviting Groups to send very brief statements of any unusual places they’ve
been to, things they’ve achieved or ideas they’ve had; anything they think should
be shared with other Groups. Justin Lumley
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GENERAL COUNCIL 2018
General Council 2018 in
Bangor
Libby Martin
Our Area was well represented at
General Council this year, with our
Trustee Rebecca Dawson, Ramblers
Walking Holidays board member
Annette Cotter, and the usual two Area
delegates supported by two visitors.
Last year’s General Council welcomed
Vanessa Griffiths as our new CEO. She
is now making her mark on the
organisation. This year we met her new
Senior Management Team. New roles
include a Data Director, who will be
drawing together Ramblers’ separate IT
systems in a ‘data and digital
transformation programme’. Her recent
experience has seen other organisations
grow as access to the right information
and tools empowers staff and
volunteers in their work, while data can
be gathered to prove the relevance of
Ramblers and support our
campaigning.
The membership communication
system will be enhanced and the
various digital mapping systems such
as Ramblers Routes and Pathwatch will
be integrated to make them smartphone
friendly and easier to use.
Attracting new members to reverse the
decline in recent years is seen as key for
the future, so another new post is
Director of Membership. The emphasis
is on making Ramblers more visible so
that our work will be valued, enabling
us to attract a greater proportion of the
nine million recreational walkers in the
country.
The new Director of Development and

Delivery sees her priorities as
integrating the short health walks,
volunteer support and leader training.
A large programme of leader training
has already been happening in
Scotland, where they have put on 16
courses for leaders. These initiatives can
be kick-started using some of the five
million pounds received recently from
the People’s Postcode Lottery over two
years. This may be a one-off, so much
will be carefully invested to secure our
future.
The formal business of General
Council was low key in contrast to the
downs and ups of recent years. Brief
workshops were used to sound out
opinion on topics including shared use
(led by Phil Escritt), how we can
increase membership (led by Rebecca),
and how we can integrate the health
walks with our traditional walks
offering.
There were only five motions, and it
was clear from the debates that all Local
Authorities are struggling with the
provision of rights of way services, as
yet more cuts now seriously threaten
the maintenance of the existing footpath
network. Lobbying to promote the
health and economic benefits of
walking and increase the share of funds
for footpaths is of vital importance. Kate
Ashbrook is about to start a three year
term as Chair of Trustees with an able
team to support her.
As always, General Council provided a
chance to see the national picture, meet
with volunteers from other Areas and
the staff in Central Office who support
us.
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THOUGHTS FROM THE CHAIR
From the Chair
Roger Bangs
The AGM in January was an interesting
and successful event preceded by two
walks. Thanks to each of the walk
leaders.
The
business
was
straightforward, with the existing
officers staying in post, but we do need
additional members to help run the
Area Council in the future.
A very interesting and well received
talk was given by Phil Escritt about the
Ramblers working party’s report on
revising policy on shared use paths.
This is now on the Area website, along
with the minutes.
Thanks are due to the catering team,
who this year came from North Herts
Group.
Earlier this year the memorial seat for
Norman Jones, our long serving Area
Secretary, was placed on Boxmoor Trust
land, overlooking Hemel Hempstead. I
hope some of you will be able to enjoy
the view from there over the coming
years. (See Sarah Lea’s article, page 6.)
Issues of concern to local Ramblers
Shared use paths
The Ramblers’ revised policy on shared
use paths has now been approved and
can be seen on the national website. The
new policy refers to several other
published papers and policies. As a
general comment, footpaths should
only be changed to allow cycling on a
case by case basis and only if it
complies with stated standards.
Reorganisation at Hertfordshire County
Council (HCC) of the Countryside
Management Service (CMS) and Rights of
Way (RoW)
Significant changes are taking place at
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County Hall, reducing further the
number of RoW staff and the
contribution they are able to make in
keeping RoW at a good standard. The
Highways Authority should ensure its
Statutory Obligations are met and will
struggle to do this with less resources.
If we want to keep our good standards
on RoW and access to the countryside,
we all need to make sure problems are
reported and corrected.
We have invited the Head of the new
CRoW service to a Footpath Secretaries
Meeting
to
explain
the
new
organisation and how we can best work
with them.
In recent years Footpath Secretaries
have attempted to assist the RoW
Officers in monitoring the work of
clearance contractors who maintain the
RoW network. The success of this
voluntary work was very haphazard.
CMS is promoting the use of
volunteers in many aspects of its work,
so I hope there will be good
collaboration in the future with those
who are prepared to volunteer for
countryside work.
Ramblers’ activities are mainly
organised by volunteers
The Area website and Stile are
produced by a small group of members,
two of whom now wish to relinquish
their roles. Many thanks are due to
Harold Stokes and Sarah Lea for having
been involved in producing Stile. We
now need replacements if Stile is to
continue.
Do you have in interest in writing
articles or producing this newsletter? If
so please contact Harold or Justin (see
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front cover) or an Area officer.
It is also time to thank Nigel Agar,
who has now relinquished his role as
President.
At the February Area Council
meeting Sarah Lea was asked—and has
since agreed—to take over as our new
President.
We also need to identify a member to
become Vice-Chair in preparation for
becoming the future Chair.
Brexit
Although some may not see the
connection between RoW and Brexit,

the countryside will be affected;
Ramblers’ policy is that farm subsidies
should be paid for benefits to the
community, and not just for holding
land. After the initial period there is
likely to be less money for the farming
community, which could have a
detrimental effect on countryside
access.
Defra guidance to landowners
Finally, you may be interested in the
existing Defra guidance to landowners
on RoW—see box below.

Defra guidance to landowners
Keep public rights of way clear of obstructions
As the owner or occupier of land with a public right of way across it, you must:
•
avoid putting obstructions on or across the route, such as permanent or
temporary fences, walls, hedgerows, padlocked gates or barbed wire
•
make sure vegetation does not encroach onto the route from the sides or
above, bearing in mind the different clearances needed for users of different
types of route, for example by horse riders
Obstructing a public right of way is a criminal offence. The highway authority has
the right to demand you remove any obstruction you cause. If you don’t, the
highway authority can remove the obstruction and recover the cost from you.
You must not disturb the surface of byways, restricted byways and unsurfaced
public roads, eg by cultivating.
Field-edge and cross-field public rights of way
You must not cultivate (eg plough) footpaths or bridleways that follow a field edge.
The minimum width you need to keep undisturbed is:
1.5 metres for a field edge footpath
3 metres for a field edge bridleway
You should avoid cultivating a cross-field footpath or bridleway. If you have to
cultivate make sure the footpath or bridleway:
•
remains apparent on the ground to at least the minimum width of 1 metre
for a footpath or 2 metres for a bridleway, and is not obstructed by crops
•
is restored to at least the minimum width so that it’s reasonably convenient
to use within:
•
14 days of first being cultivated for that crop
•
24 hours of any subsequent cultivation, unless a longer period has
been agreed in advance in writing by the highway authority
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Meet new and old friends! Free to all to attend!

Sixth Area Walk Day and bring-and-share tea

Welwyn
Saturday, 22 September 2018
Led walks from 3 miles to 15 miles arranged by the Ramblers Hertfordshire & North Middlesex Area.

Over 100 people enjoyed fine walks and a tea at last year’s event at Woolmer Green;
this year we return to an excellent centre in Welwyn.

Everybody, including accompanied children, welcome—you don’t have to be a
member of the Ramblers. Just choose a walk and turn up ready to leave at the time
given below. Dogs welcome on the 4½ mile, 8 mile and 10 mile walks; for others
please check before with the leader. Dogs should be kept on a lead as we are likely to
come across farm animals.
What happens on the day? All the walks start from and return to the Sports & Social
Club, Welwyn. They finish by 4 pm, ready for an optional bring-and-share tea in the
Club, which has a bar. The event ends at 6 pm.
No charge or pre-booking to take part. If you are coming to the tea please bring a
dish of food to share. You can leave food at the Club to save carrying it with you.
The event is based at the Sports & Social Club, The Playing Fields, Ottway Walk,
Welwyn, Herts AL6 9AT (SatNav AL6 9AS), Grid Ref TL 230 158, OS Explorer Sheet
182. There is good parking.

Schedule of walks

All the walks return by 4 pm ready for the tea!

Depart

Approx distance

09.30

15 miles

Leader

10:00

12½ miles

11.00

10 miles

Declan, declanleyden@hotmail.co.uk, 020 8444 6887

12:00

8 miles

Mark, markanolan62@gmail.com, 07952 260 851

12.45

6 miles

Sarah, ramblinglea@gmail.com, 0777 958 7110

13:15

4½ miles

14.00

3 miles

Philip, philipcork@gmail.com, 07598 956 976
Libby, libby_martin1@hotmail.com, 020 8449 5133

Jenny, jennymason01@googlemail.com, 01438 871 580
Penny, penny.baxter@btinternet.com, 07918 658 830
Fancy trying one of our walks? Try this as a taster!

Further information from walk leader or:

David Smith, david.v.smith@zen.co.uk, 01438 318 568 / 07783 948 801
Herts & North Middlesex Area website: www.ramblers.org.uk/hertfordshire-north-middlesex,
and Group websites.
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Stepping Out with
Carers

Gail Hunt, Membership Secretary, North
London & South Herts Group
Last year White Cliffs Ramblers in Kent
ran a pilot scheme arranging events
with walks for carers and the people
they care for, a group of often hardpressed and socially isolated people.
This was supported by funds from
Sport England. Ramblers are keen for
this to be rolled out in other areas of the
country and are applying for an
additional grant to pay for it. The North
London & South Herts Group, and
Manchester and Doncaster Ramblers,
have agreed to take part in the project,
The basic model for an event is a
choice of two short walks—one of 3
miles and the other of 1 mile—at a
suitable venue, often a stately home
with ample paths suitable for
wheelchairs and others of limited
mobility. The project provides funding
for entry fees, a contribution towards
lunch or other refreshments for
participants and transport to the venue
for carers and those they care for. Local
carers’ support organisations contact
the carers and organise the transport for
them if needed. Members of Ramblers
are needed to lead the walks and
provide support and company for the
carers and those they care for.
The North London & South Herts
Group is taking part in two events this
year. The first is at Hatfield House on
18 July and the other is at St Paul’s
Walden Bury (pictured; where the
Queen Mother spent much of her
childhood) on 13 September, both
starting at 11 am and finishing at 2 pm.
We will be looking for about 6 to 8

members to volunteer to walk with the
group, chatting and socialising with
carers and those they care for and
generally helping out. There will be
around 20/25 carers and the people
they care for, with 6/8 Ramblers
volunteers and a couple of people from
the carers’ support organisations.
Mileage will be paid to Ramblers
volunteers. No experience of caring is
needed, just your time and your
company. If you are interested in
joining either of these walks, please
contact me at:
ramblersnlsh@hotmail.co.uk
If these events are successful, it is
hoped
that
more
Hertfordshire
Ramblers Groups will continue with the
project and provide up to eight events a
year from March to October. This could
easily be done if every Group organised
one a year. North Herts Group have
already formed a small group of
volunteers with the intent of helping
with the initiative and ultimately
following in North London & South
Herts Group’s footsteps. If you would
like your Group to get involved with
the project in future and organise an
event in your area, then again contact
me or Sue Mott at:
sue.mott12@gmail.com
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HERTS COUNTY COUNCIL RIGHTS OF WAY SERVICE
Rights of Way restructuring
Rosalinde Emrys-Roberts
Since my last article, there have been
major changes made to the Rights of
Way Service. In order to achieve
savings of £150,000 and generate
efficiencies, Rights of Way have been
merged
with
the
Countryside
Management Service (CMS). The new
service which will be known as
‘Countryside
and
Rights
of
Way’ (CRoW) came into being on 2
April 2018. Following interviews, the
two CMS managers have been
promoted,
with
Tony Bradford
appointed as the Head of Countryside
and Rights of Way, and Lee Tyson as
‘Team
Leader
Countryside
Management’. This latter team now
includes what was the Rights of Way

‘Access Team’. Richard Cuthbert is no
longer Head of Rights of Way, but has
been appointed as ‘Team Leader
Definitive Map and Enforcement’. I
have been made redundant, and have
been given my notice which ends on
the second May Bank Holiday. The
teams under the Team Leaders consist
of officers with a Senior Officer in each
team. Tom Goldsmith has been
appointed as Senior Access Officer,
with Carole Young and Helen Denton
appointed as Senior Definitive Map
Officers. Two members of the CMS
have been promoted to the new posts
of Senior Project Officers assisting in
the management of their areas. A new
area map showing the various changes
will be produced and made available
on our website soon.

Update on Definitive Map (DM) changes
Rosalinde Emrys-Roberts, Herts County Council Rights of Way Service
Since my last report (October 2017) the following routes have been added or
existing rights of way changed. I have listed these by District and described the
status of the route and its location using a Philips Street Atlas—Hertfordshire A-Z.
Broxbourne
•
In Goffs Oak, a footpath has been recorded connecting Cuffley Hill (just east
of Jones Road) northwards to The Drive.
East Herts
•
North of Little Berkhamsted by the parish boundary with Essendon, the
footpath linking Bedwell Avenue (bridleway) to Ashfield Farm south of
Howe Green has been upgraded to bridleway.
•
In Wood End near Ardeley, a footpath which led south-eastwards from
Highbury Farm to Thrift Wood has been diverted to run northwards from
Thrift Wood to join the road just south of Coates Manor Farm. A new
footpath link has also been created leading west from Thrift Wood to join the
bridleway known as Lye Lane.
North Herts
•
West of the A1 at Stevenage, a new footpath has been created linking
Knebworth Park to Norton Green. At the same time, two footpaths have
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been extinguished; the first
along the driveway to the north
of the house from Lake Lodge to
the gates and the second (an
historic route) from near the
church north to the A1 at
junction 7.
•
North of Lilley, the footpath
leading
northwards
from
opposite Pond Farm to the
Icknield Way has been diverted
out of the gardens of the cottages
close to Pond Farm.
St Albans
•
Just north of Smallford, as part
of a development a new
bridleway has been dedicated
leading
eastwards
from
Oaklands Lane to join the rights
of way network in the old
Hatfield Aerodrome area.
Welwyn Hatfield
•
In Cuffley, a footpath has been
recorded joining Starling Lane,
via Oak Lane, to Tolmers Road
•
In Hatfield, west of the A1M at

junction 3, the footpath affected
by various road widening
schemes
has
now
been
extinguished.
The routes recorded should now be
open and signposted for use. Please
contact us if you find anything amiss
when using any of these new routes.
Working for the Definitive Map team
for almost 24 years has been an
interesting experience, and I have
enjoyed the opportunity to help
improve the record of the network.
What I have most enjoyed was
‘meeting’ interesting people—whether
in person or through historical records.
As a former land surveyor seeing maps
such as the Tithe or Inclosure, produced
by other surveyors and signed by them,
always gave me great pleasure. My
personal favourite map in the archives
is the parish map of Therfield,
produced in about 1725. I would like to
take this opportunity to say ‘goodbye’
to you all, and wish you well in your
future ramblings across Hertfordshire.

Thank you, Ros
It is with great sadness that we publish the final report from Ros Emrys-Roberts,
head of the Definitive Map Team at Herts County Council. Her positive influence
on the Rights of Way network at both national and county levels has been immense.
At national level she is a key member of the working party which has proposed
legislative changes simplifying the processes so historic routes can be recorded
before the cut-off date at the end of 2025.
At county level her detailed knowledge of RoW law, and her unfailing courtesy
and objectivity, have helped resolve countless difficult problems. Under her
leadership the team has produced exemplary reports and clear legal orders. The
complex and long-standing problems on the Tyttenhanger estate would not have
been resolved without her competence, knowledge and experience. At a time when
the County Council is failing to make real progress with the very large backlog of
modification applications we are astonished that it is dispensing with her services.
On behalf of all Ramblers we thank Ros for all that she has done for the users of
the RoW network and we wish her every success in her future activities.
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All change—introducing the Countryside and Rights of Way
service in Hertfordshire
Tony Bradford, new Head of Countryside and Rights of Way, Hertfordshire County
Council, sets out the role of the new department.
To quote Benjamin Franklin, ‘There is
nothing more sure in life than death
and
taxes’.
Working
for
local
government, as I do, I would add
‘change’ to this quote. With ongoing
downward pressure on local authority
funding the pace of change has never
been quicker and no service is immune.
However, change can also bring about
significant improvements to the way in
which services are delivered. This is the
case for the recent review of the Rights
of Way service and Countryside
Management Service in Hertfordshire.
The Rights of Way service should
require little introduction in this
publication. However, you may be less
aware of the Countryside Management
Service (CMS). The CMS is also part of
the County Council’s Environment and
Infrastructure Department as well as
working with many of Hertfordshire’s
district and borough councils. In simple
terms CMS does three interdependent
things:
•
land management planning into
action
•
community engagement and
involvement and
•
Hertfordshire Health Walks.
Land management activity develops,
secures funding for and delivers
projects and strategies with local
people, groups and public landowners
that enhance landscape and biodiversity
and improve access, as well as
encouraging people to understand and
enjoy their natural environment. In any
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given year CMS might write plans for
and deliver improvements on 50+ sites
and secure more than £500,000 from
external sources to help deliver this.
Engaging volunteers in conservation
activity has been a CMS objective since
its launch in 1975. Today the
Communities
team
provides
opportunities for more people to be
active outdoors through volunteer led
land management tasks and walks, and
encourages active travel and informal
recreation by promoting the use of the
Rights of Way network and green
spaces. Communities contribute in
excess of 40,000 hours of volunteer time
to CMS activity annually. All of this
activity is managed to the national
Investing in Volunteers standard.
Hertfordshire Health Walks provide
volunteer led short walks that enable
people to get outdoors and get active.
Coordinated by staff, the 300+ trained
volunteers lead approximately 60 of
these brisk walks every week across
Hertfordshire. The walks are graded to
help people to progress, with the
shortest walk being 20 minutes in
length and the longest 90 minutes. The
initiative is the largest in the country
and forms part of the Ramblers hosted
Walking for Health scheme. The walks
are targeted towards people who are
inactive and living with one or more
long term health issues. The walks
attract about 1,500 new walkers per
year
and
recorded
55,000+
participations in 2017/18.
You can find out more about CMS
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activity at:
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/cms
Given the obvious links between the
two services it is clear that a merger,
under the new service name of
Countryside and Rights of Way
(CRoW), will bring opportunities for
both whilst delivering a small efficiency
saving to the county council who host
both services. As a result of the merger
there will be an increase in the number
of staff applying themselves to the
maintenance and improvement of the
Rights of Way network as the Access
Officers join forces with the Land
Management and Communities teams
(parts of the CMS). The Definitive Map,
Commons and Town and Village
Greens team has been merged with the
Enforcement function in one team.
Importantly, all of this new service will
be sitting together in one office to
enable the closer working envisaged at
the outset of the review. Area based
staff will remain unchanged, as will
their contact details.
As a result of this change I want to see:
•
the wider range of skills,
capacity and resources brought
together in the CRoW team
applied to the team’s work to
raise further the quality of the
outcomes for residents and users

and through this the reputation
of the council;
•
more volunteering activity to be
applied to the Rights of Way
network. New, small teams of
volunteers will be trained and
equipped
to
undertake
improvement and maintenance
works on behalf of our Access
Officers. A small band of
volunteers will also be trained in
undertaking the Ease of Use
survey—freeing up valuable
staff time to deliver on other
activity;
•
the Rights of Way network
playing an even greater role in
helping more people get about in
their local community.
This aspiration builds upon the
purpose of the Rights of Way
Improvement Plan and the access
projects CMS delivers under the banner
of Green Infrastructure. It supports the
council’s desire, set out in the Local
Transport Plan draft, to see more people
choosing active travel as a means to
having a healthier population and
easing traffic pressure.
I look forward to meeting more
Ramblers members over the coming
months.

Preserving and claiming Rights of Way: books available
The Area has two copies of Rights of Way: Restoring the Record by Sarah
Bucks and Phil Wadey.
If you are interested in joining the Don’t Lose Your Way project, this book
will tell you all you need to know about the process. You can borrow a copy
for up to two months. Collection and return will be your responsibility but
help will be given if possible.
To reserve a copy email Roger Bangs at rogerbangs130@gmail.com
19
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LAW OF THE LAND
Fifty years of the
Countryside Act
Chris Beney
Fifty years ago the Ramblers and the
Open Spaces Society helped get the
Countryside Act to include a
requirement that highway authorities
erect signposts wherever a path leaves
a metalled road (i.e. most roads and
byways). Also for them to put
waymarks along the routes. There
were some let-outs: if the highway
authority is satisfied it is not necessary
and the parish council agrees, then a
signpost at metalled roads is not
obligatory [s27(3)]. In all other cases
these signposts always have to show
the status, e.g. footpath or bridleway
[s27(2)(a)]. They also have to show
where the path leads to and the
distances to any places named on the

signpost [27(2)(b)] but they are only
obliged to include these destinations
and distances if they consider this
‘convenient and appropriate’ [27(2)(b)
again]. Convenient and appropriate to
the public presumably, not to the
highway authority. So such cases
where they are not obligatory should
be rare, but authorities use it as a costcutting let out. The writer believes
good practice would be for the
authority to keep a written record in
each case of why they think it would
not be ‘convenient and appropriate’.
Waymarks along the path are also
obligatory [s27(4)]. Here the law
requires waymarks when in the
opinion of the highway authority they
are needed to assist people unfamiliar
with the neighbourhood to follow the
course of a path. So at the very least

STILE
wants to hear from you!
Stile is your journal—designed to meet the specific needs of Ramblers members in
Herts & North Middlesex. We are keen to improve Stile by giving all members a
voice.

What do you have to say that might be of interest to other members? It might be…

•

an event that’s of general interest

•

footpath work

•

a favourite walk you’d like to share, especially if you don’t walk with a Group

•

a book or website you’ve discovered that’s worth telling fellow walkers about

•

the way things are organised in our Area

•

photos relating to any of the above.

Whatever it is, just let the Editor know (see front cover). It can be a short news item
or an article, or simply a letter.
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the authority must think about it and
be ready to justify its decisions if it
doesn’t, for instance, put waymarks
where a path divides with destinations
where needed.
I got involved with signposts at the
time that our borough, Hertsmere, was
officially delegated to look after our
paths in the early 1990s: This ‘agency
agreement’ involved a modest payment
from County to Hertsmere. Hertsmere
had had complaints about signposting
and welcomed our help in spending
that money on local path signposting.
Hertfordshire hadn’t got its Good
Practice Guide written at that time so
there were no standards for path
signposts. Some were so flimsy they
could be bent by hand. A Hertsmere
officer (Philip Webster) and I drew up
specifications, for example eliminating
the sharp corners used on some signs,
and visited several sign-making firms
before choosing one. We then agreed
the forms of words bearing in mind the
rather convoluted law on that matter as
explained above. The photo (above left)
shows one, the highlighted ‘Merryhill’
is a large public-access open space. We
weren’t aware of any relevant national

standards at that time and we decided
to use metalwork and wording as in
the illustration. We were gratified that
the County Council then adopted this
beveled-support sign for a time though
they later put a thick white line round
the edge of the sign, probably for
better visibility. I say ‘for a time’
because
they then
forgot
the
Countryside Act and started putting up
signs like the one in the photo (above
right). A bit like putting signs on road
junctions just saying ‘road’. Such signs
are cheaper and quicker so…
In this 50th anniversary year Ramblers
can help by drawing HCC’s attention to
signs that don’t meet the statutory duty
to show, where convenient to the public
and appropriate, where the path leads
to with distances. Give if possible path
number, grid reference or description of
location and maybe suggest destination
wording. Please copy to:
ramblerssignposts@aol.com
As
to
s27(4) waymarks
with
destinations where needed, let’s take
one thing at a time, but do ask for
waymarks where they are obviously
needed.
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ACHIEVEMENTS
Resolving Rights of Way issues—by conflict or
cooperation?
Ian Hardy
In 1932, 86 years ago now, the Kinder
Scout Mass Trespass took place.
Several hundred people walked up
Kinder (pictured) from either side,
demanding open access. On the plateau
edges they faced massed ranks of
gamekeepers—and the police. They
walked on, scuffles took place, but they
achieved their
objective
of
meeting each
other in the
middle of the
moorland tops.
Six
leading
protesters were
jailed! But it
was not long
before
the
resulting
country-wide
furore led to
their early release, and the rambling
movement was born. The Ramblers
Association
was
founded
soon
afterwards.
Long years of slow progress, setbacks,
and conflicts followed; only punctuated
by World War Two. Eventually,
gradually, countryside planning and
environmental
legislation
was
introduced; as government, at all levels,
recognised the increasing pressures
from the Ramblers, other national and
local organisations, and the general
public, for access to a national network
of paths and ways for leisure,
enjoyment and health (and, most
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recently, for wider open land access).
However, many hurdles remained, at
more regional and local levels; as
councils, landowners, farmers, walkers,
riders and cyclists all felt their way
forward.
Alongside progress, although the
various government agencies and
interest groups
slowly learnt to
talk to and trust
each
other
more,
there
were and still
are
the
recalcitrant few,
on all sides,
who could not
and
cannot
understand that
it is better to
work together
rather than fight against each other—
whether it is a farmer who refuses to
keep clear a path across an arable field,
a landowner or tenant who refuses to
negotiate a consensus on a legal issue or
Order, or a veteran campaigner in
Ramblers or the British Horse Society
which still considers landowners and
farmers, and councils too, as ‘the
enemy’.
Now, surely, it is cooperation and
partnership which has to be the order of
the day, which does not mean that
Ramblers should not remain firm (as
well as fair), and stand our ground
when we have to. As a statutory
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consultee it is up to the Ramblers to
represent
the
whole
walking
community, and generally we do it
well; and we also have the important
responsibility
under
our
own
constitution to do all we can to help
maintain, protect and improve the
Public Paths and Ways network.
Volunteers and staffers work very
hard, mostly un-noticed in the
background, day in day out, all over the
country,
to
carry
out
this
responsibility—
not least in our
own Area; and
by and large
things do get
done,
and
progress
is
made, despite
all
the
constraints
which
limit
what
both
volunteers and
councils
are
able
to
undertake and achieve. And by and
large, the various parties get along these
days, albeit with a few bumps along the
way; but sadly there are still pockets of
resistance, on all sides.
In South Hertfordshire, around
Willows Farm and Lakes on the
Tyttenhanger Estate, an eight-year
partnership between the lead tenant
representing the landowner on one side
and Ramblers on the other, supported
by the Rights of Way Service at
Hertfordshire County Council, has been
working on the Tyttenhanger Rights of
Way Improvements Project. This has
finally resolved the two large-scale

decades-old total blockages, agreed
some improvements by diversions,
tidied up some definitive map
anomalies, and, equally importantly,
created several new public rights of
way, either completely new or by
converting some permissive paths and
ways. An essential element of the
Project was the extensive and lengthy
liaison and consultations which took
place—with
colleagues,
councils,
organisations and individuals.
This
is
perhaps one of
the
most
complex such
projects
Ramblers has
undertaken,
not in scale
perhaps,
but
certainly
in
difficulty. The
last time an
attempt
was
made to sort all
this out, in
2001, it ended in the Court of Appeal—
in expensive failure! This time we
believed we had every chance of
success, and finally it has happened—
with not one single objection during the
required public advertisement period;
and this was only because of the
partnership, council support, and
consultations which were all an integral
part of the Project.
So, here we are in 2018, 86 years on
from the Kinder Mass Trespass—and
now, and into the future; is
maintaining, protecting and improving
the Rights of Way network best done by
conflict—or cooperation?
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WALKS TO ENJOY
Oaklands and Railway Tunnels Walk, via Harmer Green and
Burnham Green
Walk devised by Harold and Carol Stokes, North Herts Ramblers Group
Introduction: This is a fine undulating walk, with some beautiful views of unspoilt
valleys, several attractive woods, and views of the East Coast Main Line as it passes
over the viaduct and through the Welwyn tunnels.
Distance: 6.4 miles.
Start Point: North Star Pub, Great North Road (B197), Welwyn AL6 0TA
(TL246174). If not using the pub, then park discreetly in the slip road off the B197
opposite the pub. Regular 300/301 buses (Stevenage to Hemel Hempstead) stop at
the shops beside the pub.
From the pub [1] cross the road at the
pedestrian lights, turn R and continue
along the pavement to Turpins Ride.
Turn L. Continue uphill for 400 yards,
with houses on the left, open fields on
the right. The track becomes unsurfaced
and ends at a wood. At the Harmer
Green Private Woodland board take the
right fork and, very shortly, another
right fork uphill to the edge of the
wood. Exit the wood into the field and
turn L onto a good path, downhill, with
the wood on your left. As the wood
ends the path swings R across fields [2].
Enjoy the view of this beautiful unspoilt
valley.
After 300 yards the path turns R and
then L. Continue with the wood on
your right. As the wood ends, continue
in the same direction on a crossfield
path, shortly reaching a cross path.
Turn L, uphill, to a wood, and, very
shortly, take a path R into the wood [3].
Immediately take the path straight on,
keeping close to the edge of the wood
on your right. At the waymark post the
path forks L uphill, eventually reaching
a crossroads of paths. Continue ahead.
Ignore FP going downhill on the right
behind houses. Look out for a dramatic
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view over Welwyn North Station and the
railway viaduct below and to your right.
Here there is a junction. Turn L. You
are now directly above the railway line,
and will pass an air shaft. Continue to
the waymark post, where you can
watch the trains below between the
tunnels. Fork R, keeping to the top of
the hill. The path narrows between
fences to emerge at a road by No. 51B.
At the T junction turn L and follow the
road through Harmer Green, past a
green with a war memorial on your left.
As the road turns sharp left, go straight
ahead along Pennyfathers Lane, with
pond on your right. Keep ahead past
Keepers Cottage on left to a crossroads
of paths [4]. (Here is a possible shortcut,
saving about a mile. Continue ahead
downhill for 400 yards to a crossroads of
paths, where you rejoin the main route by
turning L at Point B in the text below.)
Take the bridleway on the right,
between hedges, and waymarked
‘Digswell ½’. The path emerges at an
open field. Take the right hand FP,
continuing in the same direction,
aiming for the railway viaduct. (Note:
If this path looks too muddy, take the
left hand FP, rejoin the main route and
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turn L at Point A in the text below.)
At the bottom of the hill, follow the
path round the edge of the field to meet
a path at a T junction [5]. Turn L on a
good track, with trees on your right,
and open field on your left. Continue
past a bridleway coming in on your left
(Point A), to a crossroads of paths [6].
Turn L after a kissing gate, and
continue along a field edge path with
hedge on your left. This is another
beautiful unspoilt, and very quiet, valley.
At the crossroads (Point B), after a
kissing gate, go straight ahead across a
field, aiming for the corner of a wood.
Continue ahead, the wood now on your
left, to a gate. Carry on uphill beside the
wood. At the top, turn round to get your
breath back, and to admire the view.
Go through a kissing gate and across a
field, keeping a hedge on your left.
Ignore the path on your left, and go
straight ahead to exit the field at a gate,
onto a green [7]. Turn L beside the road,
passing the Village Hall, to reach a
crossroads, the centre of Burnham
Green. Carry straight on across the
green, alongside White Horse Lane,
aiming for the trig point. If you want a
break, there are two seats on the green.
Look out for a FP to the left of the
White Horse pub, waymarked ‘Harmer
Green Wood’. This passes between open
fields, with glimpses of Stevenage ahead,
and Datchworth Church spire to your right.
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After 300 yards, at a crossroads of
paths, at the bottom of a small dip by a
wood on the right, turn L on a crossfield
path, to the corner of a wood. Cross the
stile (you can bypass it) and continue
with the wood on your right to a gate.
The path becomes enclosed and
eventually crosses a lane. Go straight
ahead, through a small gate, and on
through the garden of Barneswood
Lodge. The beautiful tree lined path
carries on to meet a cross path [8]. Here
turn R, and where the path turns right,
bear L out of the wood to a gate.
Continue with the hedge on your right
through another gate to reach a wood.
Enter the wood through another gate,
and continue straight ahead, ignoring
the waymarked path to your left. Stay
on this path where it bears slightly to
the left, ignoring a waymarked path to
the right. Carry straight on to the corner
of the wood, where a bench is sited for
enjoying the view outside the wood [9].
As you reach the bench, turn R at the
crossroads of paths. Once again, you are
directly over the railway tunnels, and will
hear the trains passing the air shafts. At the
next crossroads take the FP ahead
between fences to reach a road. Carry
on downhill, straight ahead at the next
crossroads, to reach the bottom of the
hill. Turn L, and this will lead you back
to the start.
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MEANDERINGS
Finch Lane to Patchetts Green—a meandering story (2)
Chris Beney concludes his wander along a familiar local route full of memories
We left this meander last year
(Stile
June
2017)
having
replaced, by means of a
diversion order, a path just over
3 ft wide with one varying from
6½ ft to 26 ft wide. We went
from Finch Lane to (nearly)
Little Bushey Lane where this
walnut tree had smashed a
deteriorating wooden kissing
gate by falling onto it (photo
after partial clearance). We had

had help when we were digging the holes for the posts
from a stranger passing by. What speed he worked at,
what clear sharp edges to the holes. It turned out that
he worked at the cemetery nearby as a grave digger. It
is now a good metal kissing gate.
Where the path crosses Little Bushey Lane is the
second kissing gate authorised by the order. The first
photo (left) shows how it was before the diversion—a
poor quality stile.
The second is the smart kissing gate and fence put in
by BADFA (a Ramblers’ affiliate) with Herts County
supplying a tractor to remove the white bollards.
The third is the near identical kissing gate nearby
being easily
used with a
wheelchair
(Norman
Hedges,
BADFA’s treasurer, who broke his ankle
in a rabbit hole whilst helping to clear the
path).
Then someone placed this lump which
we call ‘the meteorite’ on the path.
Clearly illegally on the path but didn’t
(Continued on page 28)
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actually block the exit from the
kissing gate. We asked HCC to
remove it but they refused. It didn’t
matter a lot then. But now someone
has replaced our wooden kissing
gate, which was getting very
decrepit, with a metal gate but
placed it so the meteorite narrows the
outlet greatly, completely preventing
wheelchair use, and many children’s
buggies, see photo on right.
Our County Council say this is ‘low
priority’ meaning, I think, forget it.
They don’t seem to know who
authorised the gate, who installed it,
or who, if anyone, inspected it. They
have also forgotten the Equality Act.
We now cross Little Bushey Lane
which used to be a meandering lane
but is now a high speed road. We
enter a rather narrow path,
previously along a field edge but
now squeezed between two parts of
the cemetery, it deviates a little from
the definitive route and comes to the
The steps and the culvert.
edge of a valley where orchids used to
thrive, but these lovely flowers seen to have been
driven out by trees. Years ago BADFA built steps,
but they eventually rotted away and HCC has
rebuilt them both sides.
The stream is the Hilfield Brook, the overflow
from Hilfield reservoir. There was a large culvert
here but the land on the eastern side of it was badly
eroded and you had to jump down quite a way to
pass (and only when the stream was low). Some
kind person had put a mattress down to jump onto
and that helped a bit.
We sourced a supply of small sacks and got a firm
to fill them with cement and deliver them beside
the A41. We then wheelbarrowed them to the
valley and down the slope, pushing the barrow up
again afterwards: a very strenuous job as there
were lots of bags. We built up a barrier with them
Cement bags and infill.
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at the upstream sides of
the culvert, pinning the
sacks together with metal
rods. The cement then set
in place and we infilled
the side of the culvert
with local soil and some
rocks that we found
nearby. It is still sound
today.
On up to the A41, near
where Wally’s Cafe used
to be, now a Chinese The M1 overbridge and ‘temporary’ closure.
restaurant. There was no
‘island’ in the A41 here and crossing was hazardous. We asked for one to be
installed and our Rights of Way officer seemed to have worked wonders here as
one appeared in due course.
Arriving now at what was Patchetts Green Equestrian Centre, I am reminded of
the years of hassle we had. One path was blocked, two were moved without any
permissions, the main path opposite the pub at Patchetts Green had a locked gate
put across it, grudgingly a kissing gate was added at the side, not on the original
route. We tried to get agreement for a wide bridleway route through the site, I
remember a long discussion near the M1 overbridge with the owner and a planning
officer (the overbridge from which later I watched Princess Diana’s hearse go up the
M1). I remember the massive manure heap put right beside the path which caused
brown water to run across the path. I remember the path being moved with no
authority into a different field. Now the horses are gone and a housing estate is
being built at a snail’s pace on the western part of the land. The path is
‘temporarily’ closed with no alternative provided, we are getting impatient and will
lodge an appeal if a further closure time extension is asked for.
So our ‘meander’ from Finch Lane to Patchetts Green cannot at present be
completed or the pub at Patchetts Green
visited, a shame. But thank you for
keeping me company on my meander.
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Meet the Footpath
Secretaries: David Allard
I have been asked to write a short piece
as to how and why I got involved as a
Footpath Secretary.
Early in 1983 I received a letter, I
believe from an existing Footpath
Secretary who was leaving the area,
asking if I would take on a few parishes.
Subsequently I took on additional
parishes and I now cover Barkway,
Barley,
Kelshall,
Nuthampstead,
Royston, Sandon and Therfield in North
Hertfordshire
and Anstey in East
Hertfordshire.
In those early days the rights of way
were in a pretty dreadful state and,
although the situation is much better
now, I still want to report any problems

I find and this
is much easier
as a Footpath
Secretary as I
have
been
supplied with
the
definitive
maps and RoW
Guide book and
one can build
up a friendly
rapport with HCC. Occasionally I am
involved in consultation regarding a
proposed diversion or other matter and
I may be able to make a useful
contribution in the interest of walkers.
There are now many parishes without
a Footpath secretary so I hope some
volunteers will be forthcoming shortly.

Become a Local Footpath Secretary!
‘There is no surer guide for our rights than a steady and regular patrolling of our possessions’
(Arthur Hugh Sidgwick (1882-1917) in Walking Essays, 1912)

•
•
•

YOU could make a real contribution to the Ramblers’ work. If you can:
walk your local paths regularly
report any problems to the Rights of Way Service at County Hall and
react to any proposed path orders (but these are rare)
then your help is needed to keep our rights of way open and in good order. You
will be supplied with maps and comprehensive guidance.
Local Footpath Secretaries are currently needed in:
Aspenden

Buntingford

Westmill

Stocking Pelham

Furneux Pelham

Albury

Ayot St Lawrence

Brent Pelham &
Meesden

BUT wherever you live or walk, your District or Borough Footpath Secretary would
like to hear from you.
Do get in touch—see page 34 for contacts.
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Your Area needs

YOU!

The Area Council needs a new Chair and
… and a team of

Secretary

Assistants to help them!

We are looking for a Chair and Secretary to fulfil basic duties with
the help of Assistants who will see to routine work.
Enthusiasm and coordinating skills will be more important than a
deep knowledge of the Ramblers.
You’ll have all the support you need and a great opportunity to learn
about the Ramblers’ work from the inside.
To find out more about these rewarding posts and how you could
soon be playing your part in Area work, contact Ian Hardy:
ian.hardy@btinternet.com

31

June 2018

Stile

Area Chair
Roger Bangs: rogerbangs130@gmail.com
Area Secretary
Ian Hardy: hnmsecretary@gmail.com
Ramblers: www.ramblers.org.uk
Herts and North Middlesex Area: www.ramblers.org.uk/hertfordshire-north-middlesex
South East Walker newspaper:
www.surreyramblers.org.uk/news/35-south-east-walker.html

Footpath problems (1) — contact one of the Footpath Secretaries:
Area Footpath Secretary
Mark Westley:
mark.westley@ntlworld.com
District and Borough FP Secretaries
North Herts District, Stevenage Borough
David Allard:
Hertsmere Borough, Welwyn Hatfield
Borough
Ian Hardy: ian.hardy@btinternet.com

Dacorum Borough
John Rowe:
Three Rivers District ,Watford Borough
Colin Knight: colinknight@waitrose.com
Enfield
Vacancy

Broxbourne Borough, East Herts District
Chris Pagan:
alfredpagan@btinternet.com
St Albans City & District
Phil Escritt: escritt@waitrose.com

Barnet
Libby Martin: libby_martin1@hotmail.com
Haringey
Chris Barker: chrisjbarker46@gmail.com

Footpath problems (2) — contact your local authority:

Hertfordshire (except Dacorum and
Broxbourne)
Rights of Way Service
Hertfordshire County Council
0300 123 4047
row@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Broxbourne
Engineering and Surveying
Services
Broxbourne Borough Council
01992 785 577
ess@broxbourne.gov.uk

Dacorum
Clayton Rae
Dacorum Borough Council
01442 228 356
clayton.rae@dacorum.gov.uk

Barnet
Street Based Services
Barnet Borough Council
020 8359 4600
first.contact@barnet.gov.uk
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Haringey
Frontline Business Support
Team
Haringey Council
020 8489 1335
frontline@haringey.gov.uk

Enfield
Environment, Waste &
Transport
Enfield Borough Council
020 8379 1000
www.enfield.gov.uk

Group information
Ramblers members can walk with any Group throughout the country.
There is summary information and a list of the published walks for all the Groups on
the Area website: www.ramblers.org.uk/hertfordshire-north-middlesex.
Follow the link ‘Our Groups’ to see the location of each Group, the types of walks
they do and link to each Group website.
Here are the Groups in our Area with contact details.
Almost all walks are listed on the Ramblers national website:
www.ramblers.org.uk and click on ‘Where do you want to walk’ or ‘Find a group’.
East Herts
secretary@easthertsramblers.co.uk
David Glass (acting contact)
01279 655 976
www.easthertsramblers.co.uk

North London & South Herts
Beth Houghton
ramblersnlsh2@outlook.com
www.ramblers.org.uk/north-london-south
-herts

Finchley & Hornsey
fhramblers@gmail.com
Mrs J Haynes 020 8906 0563
Vivien Mallindine 020 8883 8190
(Membership)
www.ramblers.org.uk/finchley-hornsey

Royston
royston.ramblers@yahoo.com
Miss Lesley Abbiss 01763 273 463
www.ramblers.org.uk/royston

Herts Weekend Walkers
David Kay
walks@hertsww.og.uk
www.hertsww.org.uk
www.facebook.com/groups/hertswww
An informal ‘Flexigroup’ aimed at people
in their 40s and 50s.
North Herts
Jo Lindridge
www.nhrg.org.uk
secretary@nhrg.org.uk

Stag Walkers
Rebecca Dawson
stagwalkers@gmail.com
www.stagwalkers.org.uk
www.facebook.com/groups/stagwalkers
An informal ‘Flexigroup’ aimed at
people in their 20s and 30s.
Watford &Three Rivers
info.WTRRamblers@gmail.com
Mrs V M Buckley 01923 222 591
www.watfordand3riversramblers.org.uk
West Herts
Lynda Abbott
secretary.westhertsramblers@gmail.com
www.westhertsramblers.org.uk
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Oaklands and Railway Tunnels walk—see page 24
Sweeping landscapes,
pretty villages and
greens, deep woods and
(at the right time of
year) bluebells all
feature in Harold and
Carol Stokes’ walk in
this issue.
The route takes in
Harmer Green and
Burnham Green, and
there’s something for
railway buffs too.

