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Watford diversion settled afterf 65 )
This is the opening of a diversion agreed for two footpaths in the Watford district, after the

case was first brought before the law around 65 years ago. Footpath S&wéitainight
(fourth from left) was active on the case in recent years. He tells the stgrggenll
Among those attending were Chris Beney (second from left); Richard Cuthbert of Herts CC
(fifth left); Andrea Trendler, until recently of Herts CC (fourth from right); and Peter
Taylor, Mayor of Watford (third from right), who formally opened the path.

Yowwe receiving this communication becguse w
to you as a memb e /rsautphpeorr tneort. rlefc eyiowue |[si mi | a
future, please | et ruasmbklneorws. @rYaonup | ceanns n agiylo wr
preferencersammmlldrnse. caartg .ouk /crmjydc dwrmMt) 39461 33
Editor

Justin Lumley

46 Hilltop House, 117 Hornsey Lane, London |
020 7561 1976 (home) 07773 103 839 (mobi

www. rambl er s. or g. uk /-nhoerrimhf dd Ids e x e



http://www.ramblers.org.uk/hertfordshire-north-middlesex
mailto:ramblers@ramblers.org.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Framblers.org.uk%2Fmyaccount&data=02%7C01%7C%7C8f0b17b1f57147c785bb08d6c4baf1fb%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636912704528564853&sdata=IdB%2Bk5VJpZkMt3aNtTAv2AtYZbj8qvg%2Bc14V1Edqy

Stile June 20109

6665005 0N PURR0IS LLSEGOL :ON SfEA '3 PUE|BU3 ey Siolquiey

Walking holiday partner

A moment to pause. Breathing in clear air. Choose any of our holidays and we'll >

Sharing interests and conversations as you contribute funds through The Walking ‘
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Edi torial
General Council
years on

It had been a while since General
Council in Liverpool, back in 2014. How
much change was | expecting? Should |
be looking further back to notice any
real change, perhaps to my first GC in
2002 in the spartan confines of
Newcastle University?

The first innovation | encountered was
the online booking system, so high-tech
that even Frank Warnock, my fellow
visitor, thought something had gone
wrong because his
i ke one (and
payment system is new too: you pay a
£200 fee upfront as well as your train
fare, then wring it out of Area funds.

Some things dondt
were made immediately welcome by
the hosting Area, Greater Manchester &
High Peaks (GM&HP). There were none
of the stalls | remembered from earlier
years; GM&HP had only one table on
which to lay out local information. They
made up for this with a series of led
walks taking in the canals, monuments
to famous Mancunians and parts of the
city centre. The local walk is one GC
tradition that deserves to survive all
recessions and cutbacks.

Already in 2014, years of austerity had
forced Central Office to streamline the
programme. What used to take a whole
weekend now filled a bare 24 hours,
lunchtime to lunchtime, yet no
obligation remained unfulfilled and the
essential structure was still there. If you
choose to receive the papers by post,
instead of a battered paper folder full of
loose sheets, everything comes in a
single spiral-bound booklet.

: Astfbrpoky eChair

Faithful Kate
of the Board of
Trustees, steered
the meeting calmly
and firmly. The
new, tighter
timing must put
her under some strain. There were none
of the arguments about procedure that
slowed us down in 2014. Indeed affairs
proceeded apace, particularly the
motions which used to take hours, or so
it seemed. Subjects like how to attract

onew rperneers ghardlyi adewgapic, now o k
heos indhg forefront) waled Aoy focustand

new ideas rather than fierce debate.
A welcome development was the
highlighting of railway crossing

adlosuees and tie gonsequences f@rirights e

of way, something hitherto of concern
only to Areas in Eastern England. (See
page 5for the latest.)

Hustings for the election of new
Trustees were chaired by Paddy
Ti pping, wi t h
statement followed by a clarifying
question from him. (Is this a good idea,
or might his choice of question lay him
open to charges of bias? To be even
handed in such matters requires no
little skill.) Among the successful
candidates was Jonathan Bergwerk,
who hails from this Area and brings
interesting personal and managerial
skills and hiking experience stretching
as far as Everest Base Camp and New
Zealand.

| |l eft feeling |
6Gener al Counci l
There should be at least one new visitor
from each Area every year.

Justin Lumley
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REA NEWS

A
Rail way ¢ s
i nqguiry:
David Glass
Originally scheduled for six weeks
starting 18 October 2017, the inquiry
closed on 13 February 2019 after 13
weeks of actual inquiry, breaking from
6 December 2018 to 29 January 2019.

The I nspector ds
recommendation is expected late
autumn, but will not be made public
then. It will be provided to the Secretary
of State for Transport for consideration
and decision, with publication possibly
early 2020.

On page 7is a summary of an address
to the Essex Area AGM by the
Rambl ersd barrister
attended the inquiry on the day Merrow
presented her closing statement and |

rossi
the |

ngingluoswor ef or
e s shpigsign.)

Net wor k

Now the inquiry has finished, this
article asks how Ramblers can support
volunteers when (not if) this happens
again. | and five other footpath
secretaries from the Essex Area
attended a meeting at Central Office
(COkforamrpost-i n cawnidr y ©O61l essons
meeting to:

T learn from our experiences of the
Network Rail public inquiry
(locally and nationally);

bl identify how we can effectively
support future cases relating to
level crossings;
consider potential next steps in

+ Mgk EaQeW Gol den.
CO accepted they were slow to

. respond to Net wor k Ra
would recommend anyone to read it.  hroposals, and in the initial phases of
(http://essex -level-crossings.persona consultation the footpath secretaries
pi.com/inquiry -documents and then  \yere very much on their own. Not until
I ook ulnG@her Pary documents  he consultation phases were completed
submitted during i ngdyime iy ioSnied dbiacd Bdcdink S
and other obH: &l@okr syciRl) dnvolfed, bringing a much
Rail documents submitted during (Continu&d on pa
Reprieve for 't hemounted a formidable campaign,
Cottonmill rail weyensically analpysing
crossin g arguments, organising a petition which
Phil Escritt achieved more than 1,500 signatures

In the last issue of Stile | reported that
Network Rail (NR) wanted to close the
level crossing over the St Albans Abbey
to Watford Junction branch line in the
Cottonmill area of St Albans. This line
carries fewer than two trains an hour
but the crossing is used by around
1,000 people every day. Local residents

and enlisting cross-party support in the
County Council. Faced with this
opposition NR withdrew their proposal

to close the crossing. They will instead
make several improvements to the
existing crossing and monitor public
behaviour. It is encouraging to note
that NR can be pushed back given
sufficient public support.
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needed structured approach. Their help
and guidance from then on has been
greatly appreciated.

It was felt that more publicity was
required, with more local
representation, not just Ramblers. There
were times when either no members of
the public at all or just Ramblers were
supporting the footpath secretary
giving evidence.

How could we obtain evidence from
other walking organisations regarding
the impact of a closure on their walks?

More support is required for
volunteers: guidance, templates and
protocols when responding to proposed
crossing closures. This would apply
whether NR are using the Transport
and Works Act or Section 118A or 119A
of the Highways Act.

Evidently NR were surprised by the
l evel of Rambl er so
they had received a mauling at times.

Ramblers, pre-inquiry, any of the
closures, and at the one meeting held
they were considered pretty arrogant
and dismissive. A lot of time could have
been saved if NR and Ramblers had
had pre-inquiry discussions and
alternative acceptable diversions
agreed. | am sure NR will have a
6l essons |l earnt o
come to the same conclusion!

Are level crossing proposals an
opportunity, not just a threat? Is there
an opportunity to negotiate additional
links to benefit the PROW network?

A word on the time spent by the
Ramblers  volunteers. One  Essex
footpath secretary had eight crossings;
he read copious NR documents,
produced a Statement of Case for each,
made several site visits, giving evidence
at the inquiry for each and other

meetirgy$. $is aongh estimate was 102 | t

man days! Hopefully with support and

They refused to discuss with the guidance this will be reduced next time.
Reporting: it really works! (2)
Bef o& e and aéter

this poor old stile at Gannock Farm,
Sandon was reported:

it was replaced with a kissing gate.

Sess
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Rail crossings: extig@shmgnis, eowdiversions.

from Essex Ramblers thought the Transport and

At the Essex Area AGM in February, Works Act 1992, designed to aid

Merrow Golden, the Dbarrister devel opment of ©6sejriousé

representing Essex in the rail crossingshould not be used to close rail
closure inquiry, gave the background to thecrossings. It bypassed the Highways
inquiry. Here are some of her points, whichAct 1980 scheme that allows footpaths

will be of interest to our Area too.
Network Rail (NR) was proposing to
close over 100 rail crossings in East
Anglia. Its aims were to:

T Reduce safety risks.

i Reduce costs of maintaining
crossings.

i Improve operational efficiency

(fewer incidents at crossings,
less disruption, more money to
improve services).

There would be two main stages:

T

Close crossings where the right
of way can be either diverted or
extinguished.

Where diversion or
extinguishment is not
practicable, build crossings or
underpasses at a later stage to
replace the crossings.

The three statutory orders sought by
NR related only to crossings affected by
the first stage, so the inquiry focused on
extinguishments and diversions.

Reasons for objecting to closures
varied: some were in open country,
others in built -up areas and providing
vital connections. Some diversions were
too long or steep, or along busy roads
or routes liable to flooding, others
meant a loss of scenery. Ramblers had
taken each closure individually. Some
alternative routes would use existing
highways and footpaths: Ramblers
made clear it would treat these as

to be closed or diverted,
those over level crossings.

The amount of documentation
provided by NR was daunting.
Ramblers pointed out errors and
inconsistencies as well as lack of
sufficient information on some
proposal s. NRG6s ex
countered by Rambl
one of them a highways planner who
considered some diversions by road to
be unsafe. Al Ram
experienced walkers.

NR had estimated the inquiries would
last about four weeks, but by February
they had lasted 13. Objections had come
from landowners and local authorities
as well as Ramblers.

In her closing written statement,
Merrow raised all the above points and
added that:

T

including

Ramblers did not oppose rail
safety or beneficial changes to
footpaths.

The Inspector should consider
how NROs three
would be achieved, especially
whether safety would improve.

NR had not car
and destination
out how each crossing was being
used.

With thanks to the Essex Area Upd
Editor for permission to draw on Merro

Gol dends address.
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Panshanger Par k a ctltoegs she stunning valley alongside

updat e

Don Street and Will Davies

The owners, Tarmac, of Grade Il (star)
listed Panshanger Park continue to
apply a generous veneer of gloss to a
very unsatisfactory story of delay. The
Friends of Panshanger Park, along with
the Welwyn Garden City Society, have
been pushing them to fulfil their
obligation to open the park fully for
some years now. The original plan was
to have the first phase of the park
opened up in 1989 b
until 2014. They then announced the
eastwest route across the valley would
be opening later in 2014, yet it remains
closed today. Local MP Grant Shapps is
asking Tarmac to explain the continuing
delay.

Local residents believe there is nothing
to prevent the eastwest route opening
now, allowing walkers from Welwyn
Garden City and Hertford to walk

the Mimram. This is not a new route,

but one which the landowner has gated
off at either end for many years.

There is sadly still no agreed

management plan for Panshanger Park.
There is still not a single toilet in the
park for visitors, despite it being a
venue for a Parkrun every weekend.
There is also a lack of progress in
restoring the remaining heritage assets,
such as the Orangery.

2018 was the bicentenary of
Mumphr dy drépt badPedea
was marked by Panshanger Park being
added to Historic Eng
at Rlists k9

All in all there is still a long way to go,
despite talk of longhorn cattle and other
6good newsd stories t
fact that a fully functional Country Park
is still a long way off. We call for
Tarmac to issue an overall plan for a
proper Country Park as promised in a

Grant Shapps MP (centre, hand on gate) visits the closed section.
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