MINUTES OF THE RAMBLERS’ ASSOCIATION NORTHUMBRIA AREA COUNCIL
MEETING ,16TH APRIL 2018
HELD AT TRINITY CHURCH , GOSFORTH
Present
Mike Webber (Area Chair and Chair CLS)
Jon Davison ((Area Secretary and Secretary CLS)
Steve Edwards (Area Treasurer and Ponteland)
Judith Taylor (Tyneside and Independent member)
Nuala Wight (Area Access Officer)
Carol Sanderson (Chair, Hexham)
Gill Dallow (Tyneside Group Secretary)
Alison Emslie (independent member)
Vicky Ludbrook (Secretary Morpeth)
Dorothy W Fenwick (Morpeth Group)
Richard Fletcher (Vice Chair Durham)
Cliff Ludman (Durham)
Moira Pearson (Independent member)
Neil Allender (Area Footpath Officer)
Julia Forster (Hexham Group Secretary)
Gillian Darbyshire (Sunderland Group Secretary)
John Routledge (Sunderland Group walks co ordinator)
Neville Dickinson (Northumbria short circuits)
Anne Dickinson (short circuits)
Bill Gallon (Independent member)
Apologies
MM, TR, PH, RH, MN, BR, RC (names omitted in view of new data protection legislation)
The Chair welcomed all and thanked the groups former Chair, Penny Ford, for her hard
work especially as the area was without a secretary for 3 years. He has recommended her
for an award certificate from Central Office.
Arthur Wood has been added to our area website as a notable person.
Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes were formally approved
Matters arising
It is likely that plaques will be commissioned to link the coastal path between Scotland and
England and England and Wales. The National Ramblers’ Association were keen on this
idea and were looking for joint sponsorship with an Arts Council or simular .
Finance
The Treasurer presented his financial report which showed the current balance of the group
is £2911.59 with all invoices having been paid. All financial processes are up to date. The
next tranche of money from HO will be £1,750 due at the end of April.
Data Protection
Alison Emslie spoke about the forthcoming implementation of the new Data Protection
regulations which come into force on 28th May and include voluntary organisations. A

comprehensive document has been prepared by the Ramblers’ Association and can be
found on the internet site. She did point out that it has to be implemented and some action
needs to be taken by responsible officers. There is a 'Managing data' form. Things that
should be recorded include, what data do you hold and for what purpose. Is the information
correct? If not, it should be deleted. Data also needs to be kept up to date.
AE stressed the importance of using blind copies when emailing information and at the
bottom of emails there should be a standard clause about opting out of receiving
information by email. Other considerations are how do you remove information and how
long you keep it. The test will be reasonableness. There is a question mark about the use
of photographs and whether or not it falls within the regulations.
Ultimately each group should complete the Managing Data form. AE would be happy to
answer queries but not by email. She also kindly offered to host a drop in training evening
for assist groups with the implementation.
The Heritage Way
Judith Taylor gave an up date about the opening of the Heritage Way which will be 2pm on
31st May 2018 at Causey Arch. John Grundy will be the official guest to mark the opening.
Tea and cake will be offered free to those walking that day and they will be given a voucher
whether or not the walkers are part of the Ramblers’ Association. It is hoped that the
Tanfield Railway will run the steam train for our event. Mike W added that a couple of semi
professional musicians from CLS group will provide the musical entertainment. The media
department of the RA would like to cover the event and it should be included in the Walks
magazine in the summer edition. A larger coverage of the Way will be in the Autumn edition.
A professional photographer from Hexham group is also to cover the event free of charge.
JT reported that leaflets will be handed out to libraries and other local institutions such as
hotels and bed and breakfasts.
The Mike W thanked everyone involved in all of the hard work that went into this project
especially Judith Taylor.
The Coastal Path.
Nuala Wight gave an update. The Berwick group are working on the Lindisfarne section
and she is awaiting their report. Further South, the section up to Amble is approved, the
section from Amble to Bamburgh is being considered now. The Government have
reaffirmed that the whole coastal path would be financed and completed by 2020.
Lost Ways.
Neil Allender spoke of Jack Cornish being appointed in relation to this work. People who
volunteer to carry out this work do need training so at the moment it is question of “wait and
see” and trying to recruit people who will be interested. This subject is not on the Rodshow
or our Area training programmes.
The Ramblers’ Roadshow.
This will be held on 14th July at Chester le Street in the Durham cricket ground. The full
programme can be seen on the website. 72 places are available.
Reports from Area Officers.
The Chair delivered his first report. Written copy exhibited.

———————————-

Report on the Annual General Council meeting at Bangor.
Richard Fletcher was not impressed with the location of the meeting nor the arrangements
for the delegates. However he was impressed with the address from the Chief Executive
who outlined her commitment to modernising the organisation and helping local members.
She introduced two new appointees. Laura, who is improve the website and to manage the
membership and Sarah who will be responsible for development and delivery. RF felt that
due to the proceedings there was insufficient time left for the planned workshops. All
appointments took place unopposed. The Ramblers are solvent. An unaddressed issue is
how to manage the membership. It is clear that there is little information regarding the
profile of the membership or how often people walk.
Nuala Wight reported that the Norfolk area use the “meet up” app and that area believes it
is increasing their membership because of its use. In addition Central office felt that an
increase in shorter walks would help increase membership.

Reports from individual areas
11 out of the 14 areas submitted written reports which are exhibited.
Gillian Darbyshire for Sunderland group delivered an oral report outlining how difficult the
walking conditions have been this winter with walks cancelled twice because of dangerous
conditions. She was also hopeful that some members would undergo training to become
walk leaders. Their Christmas meal and walk had 40 people in attendance.
———————————-

From:
Subject:
Date:
To:

Colin Duquemin colinduquemin@gmail.com
Re: AC Meeting
10 April 2018 at 09:48
Jon Davison jon.area.sec@gmail.com

Report from Alnwick Ramblers Group
Alnwick Ramblers has a membership of 73 at present. The group walks every fortnight, with occasional extra events and
walks where possible. Most of the walks are in the Cheviots and surrounding area, while winter walks are usually arranged
for lower areas nearer the coast. After a long period when every walk has taken place as planned, three of the walks this
year have had to be cancelled because of weather conditions and illness. As in many other areas, walking conditions are
still far from good!
The group has also been involved in the surveys for the stretch of coastal path which will run through this area. The group
is also active in investigating and promoting the restoration of 'lost ways' in this area.
Further activities planned for this year include a bird-watching walk at Hauxley, another midsummer barbecue on the
beach and a walk across the sands from the mainland to Holy Island. One of our members will also lead a walk from
Durham to Finchale Priory and talk about the area and its history.

From: Josie McChrystal <josephine.mcchrystal@hotmail.co.uk>
Subject: Re: Group report for Area Council Meeting, 16/04/18
Date: 13 April 2018 at 06:49:31 BST
To: Jon Davison <jon.area.sec@gmail.com>

Jon,

Just in case I can't make it on Monday, here is the report
from Berwick group:
Group membership is around 80. New members tend to
be people who have moved into the town.
There is a walks programme with walks usually on
Sundays when we car share. There are occasional walk on
Sundays when public transport is used. Walks attract
between 4 and 22 people depending on the location, the
weather and the length of the walk.
We had a well attended Christmas meal at one of the
hotels in Berwick.
We are liaising with the NCC footpaths officer over
paths which require improvements.
There will be a mid week break to Pitlochry in the
autumn.
A walks book written by the late Arthur Wood "The
Streets of the Cheviots) has sold out. It has been updated
and reprinted and just gone on sale.
Unfortunately we were challenged on a Right of Way in
the Wooler area by the British Horse Society who said it was
a bridleway. We were advised that legally because of
historical reasons, we didn't have a leg to stand on if we
opposed it, so we had to concede.

Josie McChrystal, secretary Berwick Ramblers

Chester-Le-Street NN02 Group Report To Area Meeting 16th April 2018

I start our report with the sad announcement of the death of one of our founding members
Audrey Watson who passed away on 9th September 2017.
Chester-Le Street group are doing well and continue to walk every Sunday, plus a short
walk on the first Thursday morning of the month (usually ending in a coffee shop) and our
Wednesday evening short walks take place in the Spring and Summer months. This year the
weather has been particularly bad, and we have had to cancel three walks because of the
conditions.
We have found that having a “Walks Leaders” meeting in a local pub is a successful way to
quickly and effectively compiling our walks programme for the next six months with leaders
coming to the meeting armed with dates they can lead walks. We have a large group of
leaders who produce a good variety and range of walks throughout the year. (Example of
good practice)
We had a successful AGM in November after changing the format of the day to a walk
before the meeting and offering free soup and a bun. The attendance doubled!
We also had a good turn out for our Xmas meal with approximately half our total
membership celebrating together.
Our social events continue every month which help to bring together members in a
different environment and also those members who no longer walk with us.
Our regular Spring coach trip to the lakes is planned for 13th May 2018 with a main walk
of 10 miles and a shorter 5 mile walk.
The group is in a financially sound position at the present time.
We continue to car share as both our contribution to a healthier environment and to allow non
car owners to take part in all our walks. (Example of good practice)
Membership is our only element that is not improving, hopefully this is only a temporary
situation and we will be discussing this at future group meetings. At our Area meeting in
November we had 104 members, it now stands at 93, with 5 new members joining, 1
transferring and several people not renewing their membership. However in April last year
our membership stood at 95 so an increase of only 2 in the last 12 months.
Chester-Le-Street are hosting the next Ramblers Roadshow on the 14th July at The
Emirates Cricket Ground and also the next Area AGM in February 2019.

Myself and Jon were elected as the Area Chair and Secretary in February 2017.

——————————————-

Ponteland Ramblers.
Our pattern of walks continues as before with the shorter Wednesday walks being the better
supported. The shortage of leaders for our Sunday group is now beginning to create problems
in maintaining a full programme of walks.
Membership remains static at around 95.
The group Annual Dinners were well supported.

Steve Edwards.

On Mon, 16 Apr 2018, 16:17 Family Ramblers,
<nfamilywalking@googlemail.com> wrote:
Hi Michael,
Sorry for the tardiness. I hope this reaches you in time.
The Northumbria Family Ramblers continues to operate although sadly
numbers have dwindled over the past couple of years. Many of us have
children who are currently at University and who do not walk with us often
and new membership has been not been forthcoming for us. That said, we
still operate as a Family group on all levels and do not prescribe children as
the only family members to bring along.
Our website is a lively place to read our walking blogs as well as view pictures
of our walks www.familywalking.org
best wishes
Robert

-Northumbria Family Walking Group
www.familywalking.org
@FamilyWalking

Durham City Ramblers. Report April 2018.
The number of walks organised by the Group has again increased mostly due to the
efforts of Roger Carpenter. Roger has filled the program with Wednesday walks –
that is one a week. He has also produced a programme of Sunday walks alternating
with Derwentside’s programme. Short evening walks start again in May and these are
usually very well attended. Rather more walks had to be cancelled this year than in
previous years due to the snow. The only grumble that I have received is concerning
the lack of short walks.
Richard Fletcher has been keeping a close eye on any changes to the footpath system
suggested. I have been looking at footpaths in the Durham area. Three weeks ago
Whinney Hill School was demolished and house building on that site started.
Footpaths run along the north and east sides of the site (Durham City Footpath 43), so
I am keeping a close watch on progress. On the east side the footpath had been
eroded by the school members taking a short cut across it to get to their sports field. I
am trying to get the developers to help with improvements to the path. A second
problem is that the Council have closed Durham City footpath 82 and removed the
bridge which took it over Old Durham Beck. From the Council’s website the bridge
is to be replaced in 2019. I will check to see what happens next year!
The membership of the Group has continued to increase and at the start of April was
139. The Secretary sends out a newsletter to the membership and other interested
parties every Thursday. This is mostly a simple reminder of the forthcoming walks.
He is now busy contacting all recipients to get their permission to continue doing this
as per the new regulations. He has found this more tricky than expected!
Cliff Ludman
April 2018.

Ramblers Association Derwentside Group
Secretary’s Report 2018
Membership is currently 76. Attendance on walks has been quite good and
we often have guests from other groups.
We have a variety of walk leaders, including some from Chester le Street and
Durham groups. Our thanks to them for volunteering their help.
The annual dinner was held at the Derwent Walk Inn at Ebchester in April and
was a great success.
Unfortunately some of our members have suffered ill-health and we had to
cancel last September’s bus trip to Pateley Bridge. However, the bus
company agreed to put the deposit towards our next trip in July. And we are
especially grateful to John Armstrong from Chester le Street group, who
arranged an alternative walk at short notice. It was a beautiful warm day at
Danby, with great views of Little Fryupdale and a welcome pint at the Duke of
Wellington pub.
We have had some setbacks, but I am sure we will recover and continue our
normal walks programme in the future.
Vaughan Davidson
Secretary
Derwentside Group

GATESHEAD RAMBLERS REPORT

For the first part of the year we have managed to fill the walks program with walks every Saturday. If more members
would volunteer as leaders the task would be less onerous. Our chairman has resigned and the Vice Chair is carrying
out the role until the AGM.
We have a weekend away organised to the Howgills with walks on June 30th and 1st July. We are having our annual
coach trip to the lakes on July 28th with two walks available, probably Great Gable and the Allerdale way from
Rosthwaite to Keswick.
We had a good turnout for our winter meal at the Bowes Incline Hotel in February. By popular request we are
holding our summer meal in August at the same venue.
Ken Murray and Rob Hemsworth are leading a walk on section 6 of the Heritage Way on the 31st May from Thornley
Woodland Centre to Beamish.

Peter, Secretary Gateshead Group

From:
Subject:
Date:
To:

Malcolm McVey mloclam43@hotmail.com
Re: AC Meeting info
5 April 2018 at 11:48
Jon Davison jon.area.sec@gmail.com

Hi Jon,
Thanks. Please tender my apologies for the meeting as I shall be in the Lakes that day.
Area membership secretary report: The area membership has risen since last meeting,
from 2062 to 2101 an overall gain of 39, but we are still loosing members, mainly
because they are just letting their membership lapse. The good news is that we have
gained 313 new people!
Malcolm

MORPETH GROUP REPORT
Membership currently stands at 74 with 5 new members since October. The number of walkers has increased with an
average now of 10 – 12 on each walk including members from other groups. Walks range from 7-10 miles with a mixture of
urban and country walks. In December the group did a circular walk in South Shields with a stop for lunch in a fish
restaurant which proved very popular. Members also enjoyed an excellent Christmas dinner at the Ridley Arms in
Stannington.
One walk in early March had to be changed due to the weather conditions.
On the 8th April on a lovely spring day, a circular walk around Warkworth was organised in memory of Joyce Chapman who
died on a walk last July. Twenty people did the walk including two members of her family.
Several new members have volunteered to lead walks which has eased the pressure on planning the walks programme.

NORTHUMBRIA SHORT CIRCUITS
Northumbria Area : Quarterly
Report for Tyneside Group, April
Area Report April 2018
2018
The Group’s current monthly figures from Membership HQ stand at 88.
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was passed unopposed. All committee members were re-elected.
There has been a small fluctuation in our membership numbers,
so in an attempt to encourage more members, we have had
leaflets printed showing just the 4 Tyneside Group walks. These
will be put in the usual places, local to us, such as libraries. The
content of our website continues to expand. It makes a very
useful way of passing on information and will become more
important when the new Data Protection legislation comes into
force.
Gill Dallow (Secretary)

Hi Jon

Below is Hexham's report.

Membership has gone up from 139 to 145. We have leaflets
on display in 7 locations and posters in about 20 places in
and around Hexham.
Numbers on walks are increasing and 20+ is no longer
unusual.
We have been approached by David Pitt, Chairman of the
Pennine Journey Supporters Club, to help support the PJ-ina -day event, to raise awareness of the route taken by
Wainwright. We will be incorporating walks along the route
into our next programme on that week-end, 29th September.
Monthly work outings for the waymarking group continue on
Isaacs Tea Trail and in Hexhamshire.
We will be operating a stall on 3 occasions over the next few
months - 2 Ageing Well fairs in Prudhoe and Hexham
( alongside the Health Walks group ), and a market stall
also in Hexham.
We are having a talk/social/fundraising event in June with a
presentation by Nth. Tynedale Mountain Rescue Team.
At the end of the month we are having a week-end break at
HF Malhamdale and being joined by members from Alnwick
and Ponteland group.
After featuring as a charity to support with Waitrose tokens,
at the Hexham shop, we are awaiting the results.

Julia Forster
Sec. Hexham Group
Any other business
Neil Allender had been give approval by the Executive Committee to trial some Area Longer
Walks to see if it attracted a slightly younger participant. These would be once a month
commencing on the last Saturday in May. (2 sections of the Heritage Way) This would be
put onto the Northumbria website. If any walk leaders wanted to lead one of these longer
walks, they should contact Neil Allender. The Gateshead group walk on a Saturday but are
not concerned about this proposal.
Judith Taylor stated that Area training will be delivered before the Roadshow. All agreed
that the local connection of Richard Holmes could be lost if the courses were not offered
this year.
All members present at this meeting gave their express consent that their names
could be printed in full in this document and circulated for the purpose of publication
of this meeting.
The date of the next AC meeting is 22nd October 2018 at 7pm, Venue TBA.

